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About the Knobbies

The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with
about 200 international members. We meet every Sunday for a
dayride to an unknown destination for lunch, then ride a different
route home. Most rides consist of about 200 to 300 miles, and are
usually confined to backroads. Some of the popular destinations
include state parks, Blue Ridge Parkway, and various locations in
Virginia, Tennessee, and South Carolina.
Started and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the
Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association and the
BMW Motorcycle Organization of America. You do not have to
ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies. We accept all types
of motorcycles, but we prefer responsible riders who enjoy the
touring aspect of motorcycling.

Weekly Sunday Rides

The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40
Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for breakfast and a day ride. Group leaves
between 9–9:30 AM. Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast and
fellowship! First Sunday of every month is “Picnic Sunday.”

IMPORTANT UPDATE

If your address or email address has changed, please notify
the club with the new information. Also, if you would like to
STOP receiving the printed version of the newsletter, and just
receive the electronic version through email, also please notify
the club. You can be removed from the physical mailing list.

Newsletter Information

If you would like to submit an article or provide other information
pertinent to the Knobbies organization, please submit information
to the newsletter editor. Remember also, the newsletter is available
on the Knobbie Website on the Newsletters page.
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September 2010
Morganton, NC

We would like to thank all of you
who attended the 1st Annual Ride the
Blue Ridge with the Knobbies Rally!
What a great turnout! Also, a big
thank you to the City of Morganton,
for providing the perfect venue to
host the event. Mark your calendars,
Catawba Meadows Park has been
reserved for next year for the 2nd
Annual event.

NC Knobbies
Christmas Party
Sunday, December 5, 2010,
11:00 AM – until
Little Sienna Restaurant
2050 US 70 West, Marion, NC
Cost: $12.50 + tip per adult
$6.25 for children 12 and under
If you wish to participate, bring a
Secret Santa gift around $10.00.
Contact Hal or Bobbie Smith
Hal: 828-244-8517
Bobbi: 828-234-4520
Night: 828-874-1400
Hal Smith
PO Box 128
Rutherford College, NC 28671
Please send payment by 11/30/10

Knobbies Annual
Business Meeting

Sunday, January 9, 2011, 7:30 am
Timberwoods Rear Dining Room
I-40 Exit 106, Morganton, NC

Membership Renewals

Renewal Forms are in this newsletter. Please
fill out, detach, and turn in. Remember,
there is no renewal fee, just return the form
to remain active and to stay on the newsletter mailing lists.

Notes From Geno
Year-end Wrap Up
Here we are going into winter, leaves changing or falling off, and
all of us are breaking out all our cold weather gear. Or, for some of
us, we’re just staying home a little more.
I also hope that by the time everyone reads this, voting will be
over. Now, all of you who know me know my politics. If you will
also remember from my last article I made a statement saying we
are in danger of becoming a one-percenter group, and how leery I
am of big government.
Also, a little background on me and why I dislike big government.
My first job out of college was with the North Carolina Department
of Labor. There, I got to see first hand how the inside of government
works. I couldn’t wait to get out of that government job, so I took a
job with The Georgia Institute of Technology as a consultant. From
there I had the opportunity to move back to North Carolina and
worked at Singer Furniture in Lenoir. Home at last. Well, to make a
long story short, Singer was going belly up, so I wound up owning
my own business. Now, I call that my three legged stool. Jobs in
government, a job in an institution, a job in the private industry to
running my own business. Then on top of that, I get to travel over the
whole state and deal with manufacturing both small and large. So
once again I see first hand the results of government intervention.
As such, I have a real aversion to what I see coming out of
government organizations. Although there are tons and tons of
great local, state, and national employees, let’s be realistic. Most
have never had to deal with running a business and could care
less. And to be more realistic, we all know we need rules and
regulations to keep industry honest and upfront.
Well, now I’m going to rest my case about big government.
I subscribe to a number of motorcycle magazines and pay a lot
of attention to my national magazines. For instance, AMA is
running ads, vote like a motorcyclist. Editorials are all stressing
the importance of voting.
Now, what am I making my case about? Several articles are coming
to the forefront lately.
Did you know the NHTSA is handing out $360,000 “grants” to, in my
opinion, harass motorcycles? That’s right, $360,000! Incredulous.
These are being given out to literally stop motorcyclists on our
travels to motorcycle events and rallies. Like we don’t already
have enough cops stopping us, and in a lot of instances, harassing
motorcyclists.
These were passed out with all good intentions that of course, are
running amok. Unintended consequences seem to rule the day.
Law enforcement agencies are taking these grants, setting up
roadblocks for motorcyclists only, and then proceeding to hand
out ticket after ticket for the most minor of violations.
If I thought it would do any good, we should contact our Senators or

Congressmen, but if past history is any indication, then my Senator
seems to want to spend our money. If we send emails or complain,
all we get is a form letter. Or at least that is all I have received.
Just be aware of this at any event you decide to attend, make sure
you have your tail lights, registrations, inspections or anything
else you can think of, in order. Avoid that minor ticket.
Also, do contact your Senator or Congressman if this hacks you
off as it does me. Instead of spending this money to address real
concerns, no, this goes off half-cocked assuming we all are a bunch
of hooligans riding crotch rockets or hair-raising noise machines.
Ok, now that I have that off my shoulders or as I like to say, vented
my spleen, let’s get to some really good news.

The first ever Knobbie Motorcycle Rally. Wow!
At first, I was getting concerned about the turnout. We only had 63
pre-registered. I was hoping to have about a 100+, then that would
give us about 250 at
the rally (praying for
300 and semi-kidding
everyone that we were
going to have 300+).
Turns out we had
about 183, roughly 143
camped and 65 of those
were Knobbies.
So
Thank You Knobbies.
We had Knobbies show
up that none of us had
seen in years, including Dale Murray from Canada. Attaboy Dale.
Oh, and in addition, I do know Dale took the full moon zip line
ride. Hey Dale, think you could write an article on that?
Moneywise we did great. We were all scared that we might not
have enough T-shirts, so we had 300 made up, and sold well over
200. These are still for sale at $10.00 per shirt, although some sizes
may be limited. I’ll bring these to our Christmas Party for sale.
Bottom line was $1,596.82 raised, with 40% going to the South
Mountain Children’s Home, or $638.72. We also had $427.00
donated to the South Mountain. Add that $427.00 and the tidy sum
of $1,065.72 goes to South Mountain. Not bad for a first event.
I think we all had a good time. At least I sure did, and everything
seemed to go along OK, except for Hal running for ice for two
straight days. Ask Hal if he’s made a new friend since I am pretty
sure Tim, who works for the city, and Hal must have dug out every
ice machine the city had. So, with a lot of work, the “Beermeister”
Hal and “Beermeistress” Bobbi, kept us from getting thirsty.
Then over at registration I think Sharon Wilson, our official money
money, and now our brand new “Meister of Registration” had
everything, and I do mean everything, covered. I can’t think of a
single thing that was missed. We had that long Poker Run by Paul
and Sara Phillips and the GS, or dual sport, ride by Danny. And by
the way, everybody I talked to enjoyed this ride. I really enjoyed

meeting the young guys from Florida riding the GS and the KLR.
The guy riding the KLR, who’s name I have forgotton, will keep
us informed because he is planning an around the world trip. He’s
saving up, tearing his KLR down and learning the repairs, all
getting ready to haul. I just cannot imagine. Here again, these two
rode our Brown Mountain off road trail. Now get this, one was on
a full sized R1200GS. I think the guy on the KLR called it a really
“gnarly” ride, while the young GS rider called it “technical”. Now,
I have never been on this trail, but I was telling Danny Wilson
about this and it was a hoot watching Danny’s eyes go wide open
as in the “he did what?” look.
Talking to the Georgia Mountain group, they suggested we have
either the RA or MOA look at our venue. Well, first I told them,
I’m not ready to get fired just yet from my el presedenty job, so
I think we’ll just pass on that one. In effect they were telling me
what I thought I knew, what a great location and facilities we have.
I’m sure the City of Morganton would love this, so we’ll just lay
back and see what happens.
We made a few mistakes...well...actually I wouldn’t call them
mistakes, how about a learning curve. Several wanted “guided”
tours, which we didn’t do due to liability concerns. This was again
a topic with the Georgia Mountain group, since they have had
local rallies a lot longer than most. Liabilities can be horrendous,
however, there is a good way out. Stan Arnold has already
volunteered and I’m going to do the same, with a “Ride with Stan”
and/or “Ride with Gene” type venue where we’ll post where we
are going to ride, what time, where to meet, and approximately
how long. This is just a ride along and not a guided tour as such,
so there should be no liabilities. Georgia Mountain lawyer types
agreed this would work, since one of these guys was big in the
AMA and had been there, done that.
There were lots of nice touches also. One was the lights around the
pavilions installed by Penny and Daryl Carswell. Then lots of work by
all those in registration, and Patsy for putting up with me. Also, many
thanks to Mike McSwain for being our Rally Co-Chair and keeping
me straight. I can’t even begin to thank everyone else involved.
So, if we all had a good time, made a little money for the club and
for the South Mountain Children’s Home, let’s do it again next
year. If there is any who think we shouldn’t proceed, make sure
to let us know at the upcoming business meeting. As such, we
already have next year laid away for us.
Again, I would
like to thank
everyone for a
bang up Rally.
Ride safe and
beware of cops
on the way to
any motorcycle
rally or event.
Geno

Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
Nomination Form for 2011-2012 Officers
This is the Nomination Form for 2011-2012. The nomination period is 30 days. Please have your nominations in by December 23, 2010. Any nominations returned after that date will be void.
Please give in person to Danny Wilson or Seth Purdy, or mail to Danny Wilson at the following address:

Danny Wilson
3474 Icard Dairy Barn Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
Danny and Seth will be the only ones who know about the nominations.
Nominate one person for each office. Please contact the person you want to nominate to see if they are willing to fulfill the position you want to nominate them for. You can also nominate yourself.
If you have any questions about your nominations please ask us.
Please return by December 23, 2010.
2009-2010 Officers:					

Nominations:

President: Gene Smith				

President:						

Vice President: Dave Kiziah			

Vice President:					

Secretary: Crystal Gibson				

Secretary:						

Treasurer: Sharon Wilson				

Treasurer:						

Activities Director: Hal and Bobbi Smith		

Act. Dir:						

Signature:							
(Must be included to officiate your nomination)

Date:					

Newsletter Editor or Co-Editor (Volunteer Position)

❏

I am interested in serving as the Editor or Co-Editor for the newsletter for 2011-2012.

Please remember, we must receive this no later than December 23, 2010.

Welcome New Members
Christopher Clapp, Morganton, NC
Rides: 2008 Harley Davidson Road Glide
Kathy Campos, Hickory, NC
Sponsored by Bill Clayton
Jim Murray, Nebo, NC
Rides: 1995 BMW GS
Dave Wood, Boone, NC
Bill Bullington, Waynesville, NC
Rides: BMW R1200C
Otto Zellmann, York, SC
Rides: 2004 Kawasaki KLR 650

1st Annual Ride the Blue Ridge
with the Knobbies
Riders Awards
Oldest Female Rider: Jean Robinson, 65, Clemson, SC
Long Distance 2-Up Riders: Jack & Donna Haughn, 650 Miles,
The Villages, FL
Long Distance Female Rider: Judy Martin, 841 Miles
Ontario, Canada (Received a speeding ticket in PA for
16 miles over. Cost her $110.)
Oldest Male Rider: Nick Esposito, 84, 100 miles

Del Harris, Hickory, NC

Long Distance Male Rider: Dale Murray, 1,340 miles,
Mirtle Beach, Canada

Tips for Maintaining Your Trailer Tires

Honorable Mention: Len Musqrave, Ontario, Canada
(Rode 22,000 since he left home in May)

• Keep your tires air pressure at the Maximum PSI recommended
on the sidewall of the tire
• Keep a cap on your valve stem to prevent contamination of the
internal rubber valve
• Always travel with a spare and check your spare tires air pressure along with the other tires
• If you experience a blowout, slowly move over to the right off
the road to change your tire and check the other tires for possible
damage
• Don’t overload your Trailer Tires. The maximum load is listed
on the sidewall of your Trailer Tires
• Give your Trailer Tires a visual check before each trip
• Keep your Trailer Tires in a cool dry place and out of direct
sunlight during storage
• Replace your Trailer Tires every 3 to 5 years
Inflation
• Always inflate trailer tires to the maximum inflation indicated
on the sidewall.
• Check inflation when the tires are cool and have not been exposed to the sun.
• If the tires are hot to the touch from operation, add three psi to
the max inflation.
• Underinflation is the number one cause of trailer tire failure.
Time
• Time and the elements weaken a trailer tire.
• In approximately three years, roughly one-third of the tire's
strength is gone.
• Three to five years is the projected life of a normal trailer tire.
• It is suggested that trailer tires be replaced after three to four
years of service regardless of tread depth or tire appearance.
Mileage
• Trailer tires are not designed to wear out.
• The life of a trailer tire is limited by time and duty cycles.
• The mileage expectation of a trailer tire is 5,000 to 12,000 miles.

Oldest 2-Up Couple: 135 Yrs, Ron Whitford (70) and Pat
Whitford (65), Boiling Springs, SC
Oldest Couple Independent Riders: 106 Yrs, Mike Warfield
(53) & Wanda Warfield (53), White Bluff, TN

1st Annual Ride the Blue Ridge with the Knobbies

1st Annual Ride the Blue Ridge with the Knobbies

Destinations with the Knobbies

Knobbies Classifieds

The Knobbies Classifieds can be utilized by club members for ads pertaining to sales items and motorcycling
services. You may advertise for friends and family, but please keep in mind that this page may change depending
on content. When you advertise, please keep the newsletter editor updated on what you are selling, and
whether or not your items have been sold, so they can be removed from the page. Please contact the
newsletter editor with updates. The Knobbies newsletter is a quarterly newsletter, so please keep that in mind
when submitting or updating any ads or services. Thank you.
1973 Norton 750........................................$7,500.00

4,700 Miles, one owner, all original, garage kept. Practically a
brand new Norton.
Contact Frank Mace - 828-437-1508
Women’s Tourmaster Solution Touring Boots..............$60.00
Size 7, Very good condition
Contact Sara Phillips - 828-320-2680
“WILL FIT A 1999–2006 ULTRA CLASSIC”
• 2-Intercom helmet headsets for Ultra Classic, size large.
................................................................................$125.00 each
“RIDING GEAR”
• 1-summer mesh jackets with body armor...............$75.00 each
• Fully Enclosed Trailer, 3’x4’.............................$1200.00 OBO
• Trailer w/mounted carrier and cooler..................$700.00 OBO
Contact Carroll Green
Home: 828-758-1710
Cell: 828-493-0991
This is a custom built trailer. A truly “one-of-a kind”!

1989 Honda Pacific Coast.........................$2,500.00
Corbin Seat, Honda Sound System, 93,000 miles
Contact Danny or Sharon Wilson: 828-381-4433

2007 Honda Shadow...................................$ PayOff
16,500 miles, excellent
condtion, garage kept, new
tires, fresh oil change
Contact Matt Zimmerman:
828-412-0432

For Rent: A-Frame Mountain House
Burnsville, North Carolina, 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath,
Located midway between Mt. Mitchell and Roan Mtn., 15
miles from the Blue Ridge
Parkway, 45 miles from
Asheville
Rental $500.00 per week,
$250.00 for 3-day weekend
Contact Matthew Mims:
864-980-8248
motomatt90s@yahoo.com

1991 BMW K100/RS Pearl White.........$3,800 obo
For Sale or Trade

XL Aerostich Darien Jacket–Knobbie price.............. $275.00
Old style gray/green. Includes electric liner (BMW style plug)
and back protector. The person I bought this from said it was
only used a couple of times, but I would estimate a couple of
seasons. Just broken in!!!! I have lost some weight and XL is
too big now. Would like to trade for large or sell. Hate to see
this jacket sit in the closet.
Call Mike McSwain 704-692-3490

2003 Honda VTX 1800.........................$6,000 OBO
Color: Burnt Orange
9,000 miles, garage kept, very good condition.
Contact Javier Guzman: 828-439-9011

1994 BMW K75RT.....................................$2500.00

One owner, 93k miles, Corbin seat, Russell rack with top box,
trailer hitch, HyperLites, heated grips, new battery, recent tires.
Contact Charles Potts: 704-562-8929 or 704-553-8116.

21,000 miles, BMW Bags & small trunk, new tires, all fluids
changed within 800 miles, ABS not working.

2000 Honda VFR 800..............................$3,600 obo

20,000 miles, excellent condition, Corbin bags and seat w/
backrest, Givi windshield and luggage rack.
Contact Peter Hoshyla (Manorville, NY): 631-878-6878

Dianna’s Shop

Motorcycle Seat Upholstery

828-230-6851 828-684-5422
info@diannasshop.com www.diannasshop.com
Original and Custom Covers, Foam Repair, Foam shaping for
custom seat comfort, Memory foam installation for all day
riding comfort
Custom designs and exotic materials
Stock or aftermarket seats can be customized to your specifications
to improve the comfort and appearance of your seat.
We sew patches.

January
• Knobbies Annual Business Meeting - Jan. 9 – 7:30 - 10:00 AM
Timberwoods Restaurant Dining Room

2011 Calendar of Events

February
• International Motorcycle Show - Feb. 25 – 27, Sat 9:30-8/Sun 10-5
Greenville, SC, Carolina First Center, www.motorcycleshows.com
March
• Daytona Bike Week - Mar 4 – 13
Daytona, FL - www.officialbikeweek.com
• BMW Daytona Campout - TBA / Mar 4 – 13
Beemers for Bike Week – Daytona, FL
April
• Cherokee Survivors - April 22 – 24
Cherokee, NC - www.cherokeerally.com
May
• Myrtle Beach Bike Week - May 6 –15 - Myrtle Beach, SC
www.myrtlebeachbikeweek.com
• Great Chicken Rally - TBA
• Rolling Thunder XX Ride to the Wall - May 20 – 23 - Washington DC
• 2010 Spring Campout - TBA
June
• Americade - June 6 – 11
Lake George, NY - www.tourexpo.com
• BMW RA International Rally - June 30 – July 3
Chippewa Falls, WI - www.bmwra.org/rally

July
• Little Sturgis Motorcycle Rally - July 14 – 17
Sturgis, KY - www.littlesturgisrally.net
• BMW MOA International Rally - July 21 – 24
Bloomsburg, PA - www.bmwmoa.org
August
• Sturgis Motorcycle Rally - Aug. 8 – 14
Sturgis, SD - www.sturgis.com
• Daniel Boone Rally - Date TBA, KOA Campground - Boone, NC
www.carolinasbmwmoa.org
• Ride For Kids - Aug. 28th - Volunteer Knobbies needed for
assisting with the event - Lake Lure, NC
http://www.pbtfus.org/rideforkids/
September
• Survivors Fall Bike Rally - Sept. 9 – 11
Cherokee, NC - www.cherokeerally.com
• 2nd Annual Ride the Blue Ridge with the Knobbies Rally
Morganton, NC - www.knobbies.org
October
• Smoky Mtn. Bike Week - TBA
• Biketoberfest Rally - Oct. 13 – 16
Daytona, FL - www.biketoberfest.org
November - TBA
December
• 2011 Christmas Party - TBA

2603 Shady Grove Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
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For more calendar events,
please visit the website at

www.knobbies.org

