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The Knobbies – Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with about 200
international members. We meet every Sunday, rain or shine, for a day
ride to an unknown destination for lunch, then ride a different route home.
Most rides consist of about 200 to 300 miles and are usually confined to back
roads. Some of the popular destinations include state parks, Blue Ridge Parkway and various locations in
Virginia, Tennessee and South Carolina. Started and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the
Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association and the BMW Motorcycle Organization of
America.
You do not have to ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies.
We accept riders of all types of motorcycles, including Slingshots, CanAms & Vanderhalls,
but we prefer responsible riders who enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

Sunday Rides
The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for breakfast
and a day ride. Group leaves between 9 – 9:30 AM. Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast and fellowship!
First Sunday of every month is “Picnic Sunday.”
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From the President
Hard to believe the year is coming to a close. I’m not sure whether or not I’m relieved! Just have to
wait and see what 2021 has in store for us.
COVID surely messed everything up. Mother Nature tried to drown us and life has been throwing us
all kinds of curves.
Our Campout was on, then off, then on again. Despite the challenges with COVID, I believe everyone
who attended enjoyed the Breaks Interstate Park. Thanks to Bobbi and Hal Smith for finding and
arranging that for us! With any luck, perhaps we can try it again in 2021.
Unfortunately, COVID put the kibosh on our Ride the Blue Ridge Rally. Boy, that hurt! After such a
great rally last year, we were really looking forward to an even better one this year. Ah, well. Just
have to wait and see what 2021 brings. Dates are already reserved so stay tuned for more
information!
Many of us discovered that riding was the best way to social distance, still be sociable and enjoy our
favorite past time. When Timberwoods re-opened, we were able to carefully gather on Sundays and
do some rides. Several of us took to the dirt to enjoy nature, avoid crowds and keep our skills up.
Some of you may have noticed that I haven’t been able to get to Timberwoods on Sundays. Not for
lack of trying. Sadly, a member of my family received a terrible diagnosis, which usually requires inpatient care. As fortune would have it, we were able to keep them home, despite the seriousness of
the condition, because I am an RN. Retired, yes, but still have the know-how and skills, thank GOD!!
As of this writing, we will be unable to hold our annual Christmas Party or our annual Business
Meeting. DANGED COVID!!
The new year will bring us to the Knobby elections. Hopefully, they won’t be as contentious as the
national elections!
In this newsletter, you will find the nomination form for the Knobby 2021 – 2023 Officers / Board
Members. You CAN nominate yourself and please DO if you are interested!
Virginia Lackey, who has graciously served for many years as our secretary has opted not to
continue in that role. The club would certainly appreciate anyone who might be willing to fulfill that
position.
Additionally, Marla McRary, who has been our newsletter editor for quite a while now, is asking if
anyone else would like to try their hand at it. That will be on the nomination form, as well.
PLEASE NOTE THAT NOMINATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 1, 2020!!
Once the nominations are collated, ballots will be sent out via e-mail or USPS mail.
BALLOTS MUST BE RETURNED BY JANUARY 1, 2021!!
ALSO – PLEASE BE SURE TO RENEW YOUR KNOBBY MEMBERSHIP!!
The New Member/ Renewal form is also included in this newsletter! There is NO CHARGE to renew!
We just need to know that you still WANT to be a Knobby and that we have your most recent e-mail
or USPS address.
Hope to see you all one day soon! Also hope someone, somewhere gets this COVID thing figured
out so life can get back to some kind of “normal”!
Be well! Be Safe! Best Wishes,
Barry “Bear”
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Geno’s Corner
A little more than two months to go in 2020 and if you all are like me…good riddance. Even though I would
be wishing two months of my life away.
What a year! Good grief! I imagine a bunch of us planned trips, doing something, other than being locked
down in our houses. Hurricanes, one after the other, then this petulance we call Covid 19, or I’m going to
call it like it is, the Chinese Virus. Lockdowns, companies going out of business, many more divorces, crazy
school openings, friends losing friends and it just keeps going! I’m waiting for frogs to rain down on us, or a
river turning red for crying out loud.
I am writing this just after election day, since I have procrastinated far longer than I would like. However, I
do feel like what Clemente Salvadore wrote one time, that he was sitting in front of a blank computer
screen trying to figure out what to write about. I know one fact, as the above states, it’s been a year of
craziness. Or like a radio announcer once said in a high voice, “It’s crazy and getting crazier!”
Like this! I had a major trip planned this year going to the MOA. I wanted to ride the Road to the Sun,
Glacier Park, west bound, then head over to John Day Oregon, and then to the MOA. Meanwhile taking all
the back roads I could find. I’ve ridden Going to the Sun twice, both times, east bound. All that got blown
out of the water, along with the BMWRA, and our Rally. I did attend two small rallies with Gary Clark, one in
Mountain View, Arkansas and the other in Tifton, Georgia. Both were with the IBMC, or the International
Brotherhood of Motorcycle Campers. I need to hit the internet about this group and see if it is truly
international. Bunch of good guys, and old guys like me. Of course riding in Arkansas is great, while in
Tifton, Georgia I rode with one of the IBMC guys south on highway 129. This is a road that we traveled
eleven miles before we hit two curves. And lots and lots of cotton and Pecan trees. By the way, in South
Georgia, it’s P-Cans, not Pe-Cons like most of us pronounce it. Guess we better take it from those that grow
‘em, eh? Maybe we can invite the IBMC guys up to our rally and hold a special just for them. After all, we
have some of the best roads in the South to ride on.
I think I’ve gone into my second childhood. I was accused of a mid-life crisis, but I don’t know anyone who’s
lived to be a 140, do you? I bought a little Yamaha XT250 from Hal, and other than getting used to it, I’m
having a ball exploring all these back roads and dirt roads. I’ve taken this little thing into places I wouldn’t
THINK of taking these bigger bikes. I’ve never been on many dirt roads, so I have ridden a few times with
the dirt bike guys and really enjoyed it. I still have a problem hauling fast on dirt, but I’m learning…maybe.
I’ve also been busy farkling the thing up. Like skid plates, larger windshield, saddle bags, tool kit and
anything else I can figure out. I like farkles.
Now, I wonder about what will happen to Thanksgiving or even Christmas. You guys think we’ll still be
locked down? I figure so, but at least we won’t be as draconian as California. From what I’ve read,
California and a few other states are barring X number of people gathering, even in your own house! Maybe
after this election things will change and I hope for the better.
Closing out, I did schedule the rally for next year, so if this Crappy Covid has gone away, maybe we can get
back to normal. The rally is scheduled from September 16-19, 2021. I just wonder what next year will bring.
Let’s hope for the best.
Geno

A Walk Down Memory Lane with P.O.
One of my first rides with the Knobbies was on my Harley Davidson 883 Sportster. I hadn’t been with the
Knobbies very long at all. That Sunday we left Timberwoods and were going up towards Marion. We went
through the country. Danny was leading.
We got on the bypass around Marion and turned left on 70 off of 221 up to Pleasant Gardens and went up 80
past Lake Tahoma. We were headed up under the Parkway.
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I was way back in the pack. It had sprinkled a bit and the road was a little bit wet. Not real wet but a little. We
were going around Buck Creek where it was on the right side. We hadn’t crossed the bridge where it goes on
the left side. We were going around this curve to the left with the guard rail on the right and straight down to
Buck Creek and a big ravine.
I’m going around this curve on the left. I give it a little gas around the curve and the rear end went out from
under me. I corrected and first thing I knew, I’m over the handle bars on a little 2-1/2 or 3 foot dirt shoulder
laying in the dirt. The motorcycle is under the guard rail – saved from going to Lord knows where.
It took 3 of us to get the motorcycle out from under the guard rail. We took it up the road to a spot where we
could fix it. Dave Kiziah got one roll bar straightened and had to break the other one off because it was all
bent up. Finally got the thing safe enough to ride.
Sam Aycock was behind me. Sam says “You need to go home and I’m going with you.” Sam led me home,
taking it easy down the curves. Sam said, “PO, you need to think about some protective clothing”. I was
wearing a dungaree shirt. My only protective gear was a helmet. I was just starting out. No windshield –
nothing. We never did find my sunglasses. Probably ground into the dirt.
Got the motorcycle fixed. It wasn’t too many Sundays after that til I was leading some rides.
But it could have been bad! If I had gone over the guard rail – I don’t know what would have happened. It
was a mess. If I hadn’t gone over the handlebars, I could have gone over the guard rail! Could’ve gotten hurt
a lot worse. For all the times I’ve wrecked, I’ve been very lucky.
Dan and the rest were way up the hill. Not everyone stopped because they didn’t know I’d had an accident. I
think they didn’t find out until they got to a pull off near the Parkway and 80.
It didn’t take long before I got rid of the Sportster and got the Yamaha Roadstar that I put 125,000 miles on.
This was my first accident I had with the Knobbies.

Keeping up with our Lifetime Honorary VEEP!
Anyone wanting to keep in touch with our
Lifetime Honorary Vice President, P. O. Wilson,
you can find him at:
North Carolina Veterans’ Home
62 Lake Eden Road
Black Mountain, NC
Room B-112

This might be a good time to do the Knobbie Four Corners Challenge!
All the information may be found on our website:
http://www.knobbies.org/Site/Four_Corners.html
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Important info!
Mother Nature cannot be denied! And she’s certainly thrown some “interesting” weather our way. To help us
keep you abreast of urgent changes to scheduled Knobbie events (such as Hurricane Florence cancelling our
2018 rally and the ice storm that necessitated the last minute change to our 2019 scheduled business
meeting), we have put into place a “FAST ALERT SYSTEM”. This would ONLY be used in the event of a last
minute change to any scheduled Knobbie event that may put our members on the road in potentially
hazardous conditions.
Participation is strictly voluntary.
To participate, please complete the form you will find in this newsletter or on our website
(http://www.knobbies.org/Site/Home_files/Fast%20Alert%20Enrollment%20Form.pdf) and return to Marla at
NCKnobbies@gmail.com or mail to Knobbie Fast Alert, 2156 Williams Wood Dr, Morganton, NC 28655.
Please note that the system will utilize TEXT MESSAGING to your cell phone. Please be sure that we have your
correct cell phone number AND YOUR CELL PHONE CARRIER (i.e.: Verizon, AT&T, etc.).

If you have previously provided this info and your number or carrier has changed,
please be sure to submit a new form with your updated information.

Upcoming Events

The Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
has also been cancelled due to COVID restrictions.
Nominations and election of officers will be by e-mail or USPS mail.
The Nomination form is in this newsletter and must be received by
December 1, 2020.
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Ballots will be sent out by e-mail or USPS mail once nominations have been
collated.
Ballots must be received by January 1, 2021.

Here are, to date, the rallies that have been scheduled in our area
FINGERS CROSSED!!

(or close?)

for 2021.

The Game of Roads Rally is RESCHEDULED for May 20-23, 2021
https://bmwra.org/national-rally-info/

Slingshots in the Smokies 2021
The seventh annual Slingshots in the Smokies will once again be held at the Festival Grounds
in Maggie Valley, NC, June 1 – 6, 2021.
https://slingshotroadsters.com/product/slingshots-in-the-smokies2021/#:~:text=The%20seventh%20annual%20Slingshots%20in,Slingshots%20in%20the%20U%20S%20A.
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J U NE 2 4 -2 7, 2 02 1 A NN OU N C E D A S NE W DAT E S FO R NAT I ONA L R A LLY
BMW Motorcycle Owners of America
640 S. Main Street #201
Greenville, SC 29601
(bmwmoa.org)

We’re returning back to the great City of Springfield, Missouri.
Come celebrate with us.
June 29- July 3, 2021
https://www.wing-ding.org/

Big Lynn Lodge Rally
7/16/2021 – 7/18/2021
https://ridemsta.com/events/
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Items of interest
A note from your Newsletter Editor / Rally Raffle Organizer
As you know, for our 2018 and 2019 Ride the Blue Ridge Rallies, MANY vendors contributed merchandise and gift certificates as
prizes for our raffle.
As you also know, the COVID situation has hurt many small businesses. We sincerely hope that all the vendors who were kind enough
to support US have been able to survive this terrible time and will, hopefully, thrive again in the future.
To that end, I would personally like to request that you peruse the list of our contributors below and, should you find yourself in their
vicinity, please stop in, say hello from the Knobbies and possibly purchase something from these vendors who have so generously
supported us.
KMMC Rally Raffle Supporters
Superbike Unlimited

Street Address
170 Bradley Brand Rd, Suites 2-4

City
Arden

Zip
28704

Contact
Freddy Carswell

City Cycle Supply
Eurosport BMW Motorcycles

211 Merrimon Ave, Suite 1
30 Bryson St

Asheville
Asheville

28801
28803

Stuart, owner
Justin

Highway 191 Motorsports
M R Yamaha Motorcycle & ATV Sales

6 Old Brevard Rd
774 Hendersonville Rd

Asheville
Asheville

28806
28803

Brian LeNoir
Mike Maki

Team Charlotte Motorsports
Road Runner Magazine

3004 Freedom Dr
2245-D Lewisville Clemmons Rd

Charlotte
Clemmons

28208
27012

Phil Lewis
?

RideNow Powersports
Cycle Gear

254 concord Pkwy S
3916 E Franklin Blvd, Suite 110

Concord
Gastonia

28027
28056

Tyler Carlson
Melinda

Gaston Motorcycle Werks
Motorcars & More

210 S Avon Street
4560 Hickory Blvd

Gastonia
Granite Falls

28054
28630

Benjamin
?

Blue Ridge Harley Davidson
Great Western of Hickory

2002 13th Ave Dr SE
1824 13th Ave Dr NW

Hickory
Hickory

28602
28601

Bree (Beverly )
Vic

Import Power Sports
Wicked Thunder

543 1st Ave SW
2766 Morganton Blvd SW

Hickory
Lenoir

28602
28645

Red
Kevin

Magic's Motorsports
Carolina Cycle Concepts (Carolina KTM)

2393 E Main Street
1281 River Hwy

Lincolnton
Mooresville

28092
28117

Mike
Scott Miller

Roper Motorcycle Sales
Tilley Harley Davidson

331 Pete Brittain Road
1226 Morland Dr

Morganton
Statesville

28655
28677

Alan Roper
Vicky

Harley Davidson of Asheville
Mountain Cycleworks

20 Patton Cove Rd
2058 US 70

Swannanoa
Swannanoa

28778
28778

Eric Walgren
Jody & Mike

Fun Cycles
P A's Repair Shop

517 Abees Grove Church Rd
611 Perkins Rd SE

Valdese
Valdese

28690
28690

Willy
Phifer Allen

Rick's Cycle
Cross Road Harley Davidson

1410 US Hwy 70 W
1921 US Highway 421

Valdese
Wilkesboro

28690
28697

Rick
Mike Lipford

Tweetsie Railroad
Artesana Ice Cream

300 Tweetsie Railroad Lane
76 S Main Street

Blowing Rock
Marion

28605
28752

Donation requests
Agustin Precoma

Linville Caverns

19929 Us 221 North

Marion

28752

Donation requests
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Abele's Family Restaurant
Chick-Fil-A

2115 South Sterling Street
1006 Burkemont Avenue

Morganton
Morganton

28655
28655

Wayne Sr or Ellie
Kim

Food Matters Market
Friday Friends Restaurant

210 Avery Avenue
315 Sanford Drive

Morganton
Morganton

28655
28655

?
Mark

Judge's Riverside
Maria's Italian Eatery

128 Greenlee Ford Road
602 South Green Street

Morganton
Morganton

28655
28655

Brian Miller
Eric Johnson

Morganton General Store / Swede's Café
Reece Winery

116 West Union Street
116 North Sterling Street

Morganton
Morganton

28655
28655

Harvey & Beth Hicks
Teresa Reece

Timberwoods Restaurant
Uncle Eee's

1501 Bethel Rd
160 South Sterling Street

Morganton
Morganton

28655
28655

Donna
C.J.

Myra's Little Italy
Old World Baking Company

212 W Main Street
149 Main Street West

Valdese
Valdese

28690
28690

Audrey Earp
Theresa & Tony Pizzelanti

New Held Airbag Vest Now Fits Any Motorcycle Jacket
https://www.rideapart.com/reviews/439906/held-motorcycle-airbag-vest-technology/
By: Sabrina Giacomini

August 19, 2020

Protection at a fraction of the cost.
Manufacturers are coming up with new ways of making their safety technologies more accessible. For the
longest time, if a rider wanted to buy an airbag jacket, they had to buy the entire (and often very expensive)
jacket or suit.
Over the past year or so, however, some of the biggest brands in the motorcycle gear industry launched their
version of the most versatile option: the universal airbag vest that fits under or on top of any jacket. Whether
it’s Dainese or Alpinestars, riders have now access to the airbag technology at a far more available price
without having to buy an entirely new jacket. German gear maker Held is the latest addition to that list with the
introduction of its new airbag vest.
Until now, Held offered riders the possibility to add an airbag component to their Held-brand jacket thanks to
the eVest Clip-in & In&Box. The only limitation with the eVest Clip-in is that it requires the customer to own or
buy a Held jacket the airbag vest can, as the product’s name suggests, can be clipped to.
The new airbag vest doesn’t need to be paired with another Held product to work—it works on its own and can
be worn on top of or under any clothes.
Held relies on the expertise of French firm In&Motion and its proprietary airbag system. Other big names in the
gear industry also use In&Motion’s technology, including Kilm and Ixon. Even motorcycle racers such as
MotoGP Aleix Esparago rely on the French system to stay safe on the track.
The airbag itself is triggered electronically and inflated using a gas cartridge. The “bag” covers the rider's back,
neck, and chest. The built-in sensors allow the system to record data 1,000 times per second to detect a fall as
quickly as possible in which case it inflates the airbag in 60 milliseconds.
The new Held vest itself is made of comfortable and breathable mesh. The vest is priced at €349.95 ($415)
and buyers have the option of buying the In&Box system for £399.95 ($475) or leasing it for £12 a month or
$120 a year ($14 monthly or $140 yearly).
Note that according to the In&Motion system, the “lease” offers more perks, including unlimited warranty,
unlimited updates, VIP service should the system stop working, and free upgrade to a new-generation In&Box.
The purchase of the system also gives access to unlimited updates but limits the warranty to two years.
The vest is expected to launch on September 1, 2020.

Cycleweird: The Roper Steam Velocipede

https://www.rideapart.com/features/447174/cycleweird-roper-steam-velocipede/amp/
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By: Justin Hughes

October 4, 2020

The ultimate steampunk bike.
We've heard of steampunk motorcycles, but did you know that steam-powered motorcycles were the
first self-propelled two-wheelers? I didn't. When I recently heard of the Roper Steam Velocipede, built
near where I grew up in Massachusetts, I had to know more.
Although the video claims this to be the first motorcycle, this is one of three bikes that are hotly
debated as being earning that title. We've covered this before, but basically it comes down to either
the Roper, the Michaux-Perreaux of similar yet independent French design, or the Daimler Petroleum
Reitwagen. The steam bikes are both believed to have been built between 1867 and 1869, but
the Michaux-Perreaux was patented in 1869, while Roper never patented his bike, so it's unclear which
was first. Some dictionaries define a motorcycle as having an internal combustion engine, which
would give the 1885 Daimler an easy win.
The earliest motorcycles were little more than bicycles with engines attached to them. Before bicycles,
there was the "velocipide," which had no pedals or chain. You simply pushed it along with your feet.
Steam power was all the rage in the mid-1800s, so Sylvester Howard Roper attached a small steam
engine to one a velocipede, skipping the pedal-powered bike entirely to create a self-propelled twowheeled vehicle.

The
design was as simple as could be. A small single-cylinder steam engine hung below the seat, which
doubled as a water tank. Connecting rods attached the engine to the rear axle to turn the wheel. The
rider sits unusually forward on this bike, ahead of the engine, with footpegs attached to the front axle.
Despite the disagreement on whether this was the first motorcycle, all agree that this is the first bike
to use the right handlebar grip to control the throttle, a design that all modern motorcycles employ. A
part of the design that did not survive was twisting the grip in the opposite direction of the throttle to
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apply a simple spoon brake to the iron front tire. This is probably for the best. It was also one of the
first bikes with a horn—or, in this case, a steam whistle.
Roper demonstrated his contraption at fairs to the amusement of onlookers, and often their anger as
well. People started to complain that it was stinky and noisy, and they've never stopped since. Roper
was even arrested during one of his rides but was later released because traffic laws banning what he
was doing did not yet exist.
Roper continued to refine and improve his design until its final iteration in 1895. He died while testing
it in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1896, proposing to use it as a pace vehicle for bicycle races. After
achieving a top speed of 40 mph at the Charles River Velodrome, the 72-year-old Roper had a heart
attack while attempting to break that record, which led to his fatal crash.
While the steam-powered motorcycle was a technological dead end, it was still the first two-wheeler
to move under its own power. That, in my mind, makes these steam velocipedes the original
motorcycles, regardless of any dictionary definition. Every bike you see today operates from the same
fundamental principles that these established.

How To Do Tight Turns On Your Motorcycle
https://www.rideapart.com/features/445700/how-to-do-tight-turns-bike/amp/

By: Janaki Jitchotvisut

September 24, 2020

Whether you're a beginner or an experienced rider, we can all get better at the basics.
No matter where you are in your riding career, two things are universally true—there’s always room
for improvement and if you don’t use a skill, you lose it. Beginners, for the most part, know this—but
more experienced riders can sometimes forget that this is a thing. That’s why practice and continuing
rider education is important.
I say all this because we’re going to talk about doing tight turns on your bike today. It’s something we
all regularly have to do, and it can seem incredibly daunting when you’re first starting out. Even if
you’ve been riding for years, maybe you’re not as good at it as you’d like to be. Now, you can
read articles like this and watch helpful video after helpful video until you have to put your bike away
for the winter. However, the only way you’re going to get better is by practicing until you get good,
and not giving up even if you get frustrated.
Say you’re at a stop sign or light, and you want to make a turn. You’ll need to take a few different
steps, and you’ll probably start out doing them separately but then blend them together more
smoothly as your skills improve.
1. Turn your head and look where you want to go. That’s a general rule, but it’s especially true in a turn.
Don’t look at the guardrail, parked cars, or oncoming traffic rolling in the opposite lanes. See all that
stuff as you scan, so you’re aware of it—but don’t fixate on it. Always turn your head to look so you get
the most complete mental picture you can.
2. Turn the handlebars. If you’re coming up to a stop and you know you’ll be turning in a certain
direction before you get there, you can even angle your bike so it’s pointed into the turn instead
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of completely perpendicular to the stop line. Trust me, it’ll make your life easier. In any case, you’ll need
to turn the handlebars in the direction you want to go.
3. Use your clutch friction zone and throttle in concert to modulate power. You don’t want too little
and you don’t want too much. You just want enough to make your bike roll smoothly through the
turn.
4. Counterbalance your bike to maneuver it through the turn. Body weight and body positioning help
you make your bike do what you want it to do, no matter what bike or riding situation you’re in (or on).
Use your foot pegs to shift yourself around in your saddle, and don’t be afraid to shift off the saddle to
tighten up your turning radius.
5. Push your handlebar down into the turn while counterbalancing. This will help you dial in how tight
you want to get that turn. If you’re turning right, push the right handlebar down. If you’re turning left,
push the left handlebar down. All your motions should be smooth and steady, not jerky. Your body
weight should always be going in the opposite direction of both the bar your pushing and the turn,
itself.

These skills translate to all kinds of tight turn situations you may find yourself in, whether they’re in
parking lots or those dreaded U-turns or figure eights. If you haven’t thought about figure eights
since your MSF or other basic training course, all that drilling your instructors put you through can
absolutely come in handy to get you out of sticky situations. However, it only works if you keep using
it. If you’re rusty, you can help yourself and anyone you share the road with out by drilling your turn
skills in an empty parking lot.
Do you find turns more difficult to execute on one side than the other? If so, you’re not alone—but if
it’s hard and frustrating on a particular side, that probably means you should work harder on getting
it right. While it’s true that we’re all essentially practicing our riding skills every single time we go out
to ride, fundamentals like turning are things we could all probably stand to enhance, at every level.
For example, I know I should probably drill some U-turns. What about you?
If you’re a visual learner, MSF RiderCoach and YouTuber DanDanTheFireman has some very
helpful YouTube videos on this subject, with some suggestions on using cones and/or halved tennis
balls to help you run those parking lot drills more effectively.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Cycle World And The Motorcycle Group’s New Home
https://www.cycleworld.com/story/motorcycle-news/cycle-worlds-new-home/?utm_medium=syndication&utm_source=googlenews

By Mark Hoyer

October 1, 2020

The print edition will see its final issue in 2020 and be replaced in 2021 with a digital-only magazine.
Cycle World

Safe to say in 1962 when founding Cycle World publisher Joe Parkhurst started the magazine, he hadn’t
envisioned how big a truly independent motorcycle publication that served the reader first might
become. And before his death in 2000, could he have envisioned how the next 20 years would change
publishing?
No, 1962 was not 2000, and 2000 definitely isn’t 2020. Yes, the changes have been remarkable, and I am
thankful that our mission to bring the best writing and testing to motorcycle enthusiasts, no matter what
they ride, has remained constant. It is this very notion that makes me personally happy to share that New
York-based powersport fintech company Octane has acquired Cycle World and the rest of the Motorcycle
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Group from Bonnier Corporation, including Motorcyclist, and Dirt Rider, Motorcycle Cruiser, plus ebike and
electric-mobility title Cycle Volta, as well as ATV Rider and UTV Driver. If it’s got a motor and wheels and is
built for fun and utility, we’re in.
Inherent to our mission across our brands has been growing motorcycling, because we all know how
much better life is on two wheels (and four), and only wish to share this with more people. Octane’s
mission is the same, growing motorcycling and powersports, and connecting people with their passion.
The message from Octane’s leadership to the motorcycle group staff is that the company’s number-one
priority is supporting our ability to tell great stories, perform more testing, and help riders and potential
buyers research and understand the machines they love, which have always been our core values.
A big part of me is sorry to report we are ceasing Cycle World print magazine. I can’t begin to count the
number of words I have written for print since my first day at CW in 1999. I have loved making the print
magazine, especially in the high-quality quarterly format we’ve been producing since 2018, but if you
want to reach a large audience of enthusiasts and people interested in motorcycling, digitally is by far the
best way to do that. If Parkhurst were alive today, would he look at the publishing (and other) tools
available to him and invest in the places that reached the greatest number of people who love
motorcycles? I think so, because in 1962, Parkhurst embraced the most effective platform to reach
motorcycle enthusiasts in the greatest number. That’s what we are doing now, and, as ever, are working
to honor the legacy he left for us. We will continue to produce a refreshed, high-quality digital version of
the magazine after the final print issue of 2020.
We will get to test more bikes and work harder on these channels that serve the most readers, and we’ll
continue to bring the grand storytelling and epic adventures we have always aimed to produce.
My optimism for new ownership comes from a few key points. One is that Octane is a tech startup that
has used a lot of smart people to build easy-to-use digital lending tools that help riders and dealers get
bikes on the road. Meaning that they are well equipped to greatly improve the experience readers have
when they visit our websites. Another is that the expert editorial team producing these historic titles is
not changing, and that we’ll renew our effort in the UTV/ATV space. Octane respects the work and the
people who make it. So the established testing methodology executed by the best team in the business
will continue bringing real instrumented tests, with dyno runs and verified weights and measures
gathered by our team of pros.
That is to say, we will remain in our built-out 18,000 square-foot headquarters that includes a Dynojet
250i rear-wheel dynamometer to measure engine output, the full shop with three motorcycle lifts, a
solvent tank, and tire machine. The large photo and video studio remains ready to have the finest images
captured by our staff photographer and staff videographer. We will increase the number of instrumented
performance tests of motorcycles, executed by our Road Test Editor who recently again finished on the
podium in MotoAmerica Stock 1000 racing. We are vested in giving real data in thorough, detailed,
accurate, and impartial testing of new motorcycles. We have extended this work ethic into the pedalassist bicycle market, and will do the same in UTV and ATV.
The degree of change in publishing just during the time Bonnier has owned the Motorcycle Group titles
has been huge. If you don’t believe the company’s creativity and resourcefulness allowed its brands to
continue doing the best possible job in the face of remarkable shifts in marketing spends, technology,
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and consumer behavior, please take a look at the state of the publishing industry in general and
specifically other motorcycle media entities. It was this support and hard work that allowed us to continue
when others have not, and I thank them for this. I am also thankful that they worked very hard to find us a
new home that can support us as we look to the future.
With Octane’s support, the editorial product here will grow stronger, and will focus on the stories we
know readers want the most, publishing those through our most effective channels. Through every bit of
change and all the pressures that a massively altered business landscape have produced, we have worked
tirelessly to keep you, the reader, as the fundamental focus of our efforts to bring real data and great
storytelling to life. Our mission has not changed, and will not change. We work for you.

TO ALL OUR KNOBBIES!
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Reminder
The Knobbies have long supported the South Mountain Children and Family Services. Besides the
proceeds from our annual Ride the Blue Ridge Rally, you can also support them through Amazon
Smile. Your regular Amazon log in and account information is exactly the same. But for every eligible
purchase Amazon will make a contribution to the charity of your choice.
We hope you’ll choose to support South Mountain Children and Family Services!

Your AmazonSmile Impact
Remember, only purchases at smile.amazon.com support charity
(not www.amazon.com or the mobile app).

Knobbies on Facebook
There is a group page on Facebook where Knobbies can post messages and photos. To access it,
create a Facebook account, log in and search for “NC Knobbies”. All content on the group page is
public and open for all members’ activity.
Please keep in mind that joining us on our Facebook page does not constitute membership.

Thoughts for the days ahead:
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25 Things Outsiders Don't Understand About Motorcycle Culture
25. Riding Makes Us Better At Driving Cars
24. Everyday Fashion Is Often Inspired By Bikers
23. We Practically Have Our Own Language
22. Most Clubs Aren't Gangs
21. Riding Is Healthy
20. Bikers Do A Lot Of Charity Work
19. Female Riders Are Welcome
18. The Information You're Fed By The Media Is Wrong
17. It Has Nothing To Do With Being A Badboy Or Rebel
16. There Are Different Subcultures In The Motorcycle Subculture
15. Respect Is Key
14. Don't Ever Touch Another Man's Bike
13. It's Freedom
12. Riding Forces You To Live In The Moment
11. Every Ride Is An Adventure
10. We Will Always Take The Long Way Home
9. Motorcycling Is A Lifestyle
8. Most Riders Don't Like Squids
7. You're Never Done Learning
6. We Wave To Strangers
5. Riding A Motorcycle Can Be More Economical Than Driving
4. We Already Know It's "Dangerous"
3. You Are The Biggest Threat To Our Safety
2.We Position Ourselves Certain Places For A Reason
1. You'll Never Understand It Until You Try
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https://www.hotcars.com/things-outsiders-dont-understand-about-motorcycle-culture/

NCKnobbies@gmail.com
Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter Newsletter—November, 2020

Attention All Knobbies!
We are putting together a “Fast Alert” contact list for
situations that may arise which require notifying our
membership quickly of changes.
Some examples:
1. Our 2018 rally when hurricane weather forced last
minute changes and, ultimately, a cancellation of
the event.
2. Our 2019 business meeting which had to be rescheduled at the last minute due to icy and
dangerous road conditions.
The “Fast Alert” will be via text messaging. It will
require a cell phone that is text message enabled.
Notifications will continue to be posted to our Facebook
page.
If you would like to be on our “Fast Alert” contact
list, please complete the below information and return
it to:
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as soon as possible. Please complete one form for each
member and/or associate member.
Member/Associate Name:________________________
City & State of residence:____________________
Cell Phone number:____________________________
Cell Phone carrier:___________________________
(i.e.:

Verizon, AT&T, etc.)

Additional forms may be found at:
(http://www.knobbies.org/Site/Home_files/Fast%20Alert%20Enrollment%20Form.pdf)
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KNOB MOUNTAIN MOTORCYCLE CHAPTER: NEW MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL FORM
CHECK ONE: _______New Application

_______Renewal

Date_

_ /

/2020____

A one-time fee of $10.00 is required for each NEW member. You are allowed to join, by name, but you are not
really a member until you participate with the Knob Mtn Motorcycle Chapter. This fee includes the cost of the
club newsletter. A name badge is $10.00 extra. You are a LIFETIME MEMBER as long as you renew annually.
Please PRINT clearly.
New Member form

New Member

Name_________________________________________ Email___________________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________ State__________ Zip_____________________
Home Phone_____________________________ Mobile Phone____________________________

Name of Knobbie Sponsoring you __________________________________________________
New Associate Member Name______________________ Phone_____________________ Email___________________
Print name(s) you want on badge(s)___________________________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed $______________

(NOTE: $10 for self, $10 for associate, $10 per badge)

Waiver of Liability – All members and guests of Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter shall acknowledge by signature on either this Membership
Application/Renewal Form or appropriate form that they and/or their families will participate in all club sponsored activities at their own risk. Minors
may participate with the express written consent of a parent or legal guardian. All participants in a KMMC activity agree to release and hold harmless
KMMC and its officers and members for any accident or injury sustained during travel or other participation in any KMMC sponsored activity.
Signature(s) _______________________________________________ Date______/______/2019_________
New & Renewing Members:

PLEASE SIGN →

Signature(s) ________________________________________________ Date______/______/2019________

*****************************************************************
All members MUST renew membership yearly (no renewal fee) to remain an active member and to receive the newsletter.

Renewal for self

Name_______________________________________ Email_____________________________

Member Renewal form

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________ State__________ Zip_____________________
Home________________________________ Cell Phone__________________________________

Renewal for Associate Member Name____________________ Phone___________________ Email_________________

↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Optional – but appreciated! Helps the club to maintain our status with these organizations
Membership in all other Motorcycle Clubs/Organizations:
Member’s Name__________________________
Associate’s Name____________________________
___AMA Member #___________________________
___BMWMOA Member #_____________________
___BMWRA Member #_______________________
___Other Member #___________________________

___AMA Member #______________________________
___BMWMOA Member #__________________________
___BMWRA Member #_______________________ ___
___Other Member #______________________________

Miles ridden: Solo – Him:_________________ Her:_______________ 2-up:_____________________
Return this form to:

Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
456 Massey Deal Rd, Statesville, NC 28635

Or you can find this form at
www.knobbies.org
and e-mail it to:
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vclackey@gmail.com

Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
Nomination Form for 2021 – 2023 Board Members
This is the Nomination Form for 2021 – 2023. Please have your nominations returned by

. Any

nominations received after that date will be void. After nominations have been collated, ballots will be sent out by either e-mail
or USPS mail.
To receive your ballot, please be sure we have your correct e-mail or physical address.
Please deliver your nomination or ballot either in person, by e-mail or by mail to Danny Wilson at NCKnobbies@gmail.com or:
Danny Wilson
3474 Icard Dairy Barn Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
Danny Wilson will be the only person who knows about the nominations.
Nominate one person for each office. Please contact the person you want to nominate to see if they are willing to fulfill the
position you would like to nominate them for. You can also nominate yourself.
If you have any questions about your nominations, please contact Danny Wilson (828-381-4433).

PLEASE RETURN BY

.

Current Board Members (2019 – 2021):

Nominations for 2021 - 2023:

President: Barry McRary

______________________________

Vice President: Darrel Faw

______________________________

Secretary: Virginia Lackey

______________________________

Treasurer: Sharon Wilson

______________________________

Activities Director: Hal & Bobbi Smith

______________________________

Non-Board Member position:
Newsletter Editor: Marla McRary

______________________________

Signature:__________________________________ (Must be
included to officiate your nomination)

Date:_________________________

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ALL NOMINATIONS
MUST BE RECEIVED BY
.
Due to COVID and the cancellation of our 2021 Business Meeting, voting for candidates will be by ballots sent out by either email or USPS mail. Please be sure we have your correct e-mail or physical address
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