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Knobbies – Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with about 200
international members. We meet every Sunday, rain or shine, for a day
ride to an unknown destination for lunch, then ride a different route home.
Most rides consist of about 200 to 300 miles and are usually confined to back
roads. Some of the popular destinations include state parks, Blue Ridge Parkway and various locations in
Virginia, Tennessee and South Carolina. Started and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the
Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association and the BMW Motorcycle Organization of
America.
You do not have to ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies.
We accept riders of all types of motorcycles, including Slingshots, CanAms & Vanderhalls,
but we prefer responsible riders who enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

Sunday Rides
The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for
breakfast and a day ride. Group leaves between 9 – 9:30 AM. Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast
and fellowship! First Sunday of every month is “Picnic Sunday.”
Today’s thought: Keep your bike in good repair. Motorcycle boots are NOT comfortable for walking.
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From the President
Hello Knobbies! Well, as I sit here typing, it’s cold outside and going into the 30’s. I guess winter is upon us.
Fall seemed to fly by. I remember waiting for it to cool off a bit this summer, but fall seemed short.
I did get in a good bit of riding. I went to both MOA and RA national rallies, as they were within an easy
day’s ride from home. I enjoyed them both and note they are very different. MOA is huge - over 6,000
attendee’s vs RA with just under a 1000.
The weather gods smiled on us and our own rally was awesome. Great rides, prizes, food, fun and even ice
cream! Many thanks to all those who worked and contributed to this year’s Ride the Blue Ridge!
My cousin Mike and I did the Mid Atlantic Back Country Discovery Route (MABDR). It’s a dual sport ride of dirt
and paved backcountry roads from VA to NY. It took us 2 attempts due to GPS failure and a total of about
2600 miles but was AWESOME!
I’m working on plans for a few great trips next year. I hope many of you are as well.
As always, I look forward to seeing you at Timberwoods. Bring a friend - all are welcome!
Please add the Christmas Party date to your calendar. It’s a great meal and time to just chat and enjoy each
other. Plus the antics and laughs of playing Dirty Santa alone is worth attending! And don’t forget our
annual business meeting in January. Your attendance will be greatly appreciated. Among the items to be
discussed will be our 2020 Camp Out. Join us and add to the conversation!
Now, I gotta go find my Gerbing controller, winter gloves and other cold weather gear!
~Bear

Geno’s Corner
Motorcycles vs. Politics
Ever noticed how some BMW Riders sneer at Harley Riders? Then, Harley Riders might sneer at BMW Riders. Honda
Goldwing Riders might sneer at everybody else! And you know I’m kidding. But in Politics, Democrats sneer at
Republicans, while Republicans sneer at Democrats. I don’t know what Independents do.
It’s been like that in politics where each party sneers at the other and it kind of rolled over into motorcycling, or has it
been that way for years?
I think it’s been that way for years and that it also has changed a lot. I think politics have gotten meaner while
motorcyclists seem to have mellowed out over the years.
Many moons ago, while I lived in Johnson City, Tennessee and was going to school there, we would ride to Gatlinburg,
then hide the motorcycles to get rooms. We were really looked down on, ostracized if you will, just because we rode
motorcycles. Ain’t that changed in, jeez, 50 years. Now, it’s “Motorcycles Welcome” and motorcycle only places.
When you get all the groups together, one group gathers here, another there, but I’ve never seen fights, except once,
(that would be another story) and once all are around in one group, it’s where are you from, where have you been and
meanwhile all are getting along. One reason our club is successful is that no one makes fun of any of our motorcycles
and also, look at the diversity of the motorcycles. Someone buys a new motorcycle or adds a little “bling” and we all are
looking it over, asking questions, etc.
Bet all of you who saw this headline were going “Ohhhh,, this ought to be interesting”, so I hope you’re pleasantly
surprised that I didn’t really get into politics, or as they say in Canada, “Eh”?
I literally am semi kidding about the sneering part, or looking down on, or your bike is better than so and so’s bike. I can
remember a Fred Rau article where, in a short time, he went to a Harley Rally, a Gold Wing Rally and then a BMW Rally.
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Each had and have their own styles and yet all can get along unlike years back. I’ve been to all three type rallies and it’s
almost funny how different all three are. Remember when it was I dare you to ride a Honda to Sturgis? You might have it
lassoed and pulled down main street by the Harley Crowd. Boy has that changed!
The only relationship I can give to politics is, literally, nobody can get along it seems, so maybe politicians should take a
cue from motorcyclists, rib each other and then go on your merry way. I don’t see that happening though.
On top of that, look at our Rally. We welcome any type of motorcycle as long as they are not too noisy or leaking oil all
over the place. Also, I’m proud to say that one of the guys I met in New Zealand came to our rally, from Michigan! Steve,
make sure you come back since you are now a member. By the way, Steve cut out for Montana, rode Hwy 14 across the
Big Horn Mountains and about froze, after running from snow. Maybe he’ll stay a few days extra next trip so I can get
him on some real twisties.
Now, again, I wanted to thank everybody for all the help at our rally. Of course I have to give a special thanks to Marla
McRary. Wow, dozens of door prizes and miles of leg work to collect all that. I would need to name a bunch but thanks
to you all. Hard to believe that it was ten years ago we started the Rally. Crazy how fast time flies.
Next year, hope to have an even better rally. It seems like the Drawings we have, have been very successful and fun.
Hope we can keep that on a roll.
Geno

Perceptions and Observations from P.O.
One of my favorite rides Dave and Cheryl and I decided that we would ride to the coast to complete our Four Corner
Challenge. I rode to Conover to join them.
We left on I-40 east and our first stop was the BMW dealership in Greensboro. Our destination for the first night was my
Daughter’s home in Franklinton. We took I-85 north to route 56 in Creedmor, stopped on 56 to fuel up. I took the lead
through Franklinton and into the gated Development where Leslie and Kevin lived. They were there waiting for us. They
let us park our bikes in their garage so we wouldn’t have to fight dew in the morning.
The five of us ate dinner at a little restaurant at the intersection of56 and US 1. Dave picked up the tab as I remember. We
got up early to take advantage of beautiful weather with the intention of spending the night at Okracoke Island. We went
up a frontage road to get on I 85 north, from there to US 58 in Virginia, east to the city limits of Virginia Beach, which
covers a lot of ground.
Finally, we get to Knotts Island and turn north on the correct road. Dave was in the lead looking for markers. We came
upon a sign that said Welcome to Virginia Beach. Dave went on a few yards still looking for the marker. I stopped at the
sign, got off my bike and walked across the road and there half hidden in weeds was the concrete marker saying Welcome
to North Carolina.
We took the required pictures to prove that we had ridden our bikes there and headed south to the Currituck ferry to the
mainland. The road was covered with loose sand and was waiting to put you down. We made the ferry to US 158 south
made it to a restaurant I had eaten at several times just before we crossed over Currituck Sound at Kitty Hawk.
On south to the southern end of Nags Head where we picked up NC 12 south to the Hatteras/Okracoke ferry. We land at
the northern end of the island, head straight to the hotel and check in. After storing our gear, we head back toward the
northern end of town to a restaurant we saw as we passed it on the way down.
We get there and the place was packed, so we put our name on the list and waited, and waited, and waited. We would
have gone somewhere else, but the pickings were slim.
Next morning, we get on the ferry to the mainland. Dave is leading thanks to his GPS. The shortest way is through the
Marines Camp Lejune. Only problem is The Marines didn’t see it that way. They said you’re not coming through here.
So we turn around and have to go the long way south to Sunset Beach. We get to Sunset Beach, I go to my friends Roy
and Ann Greenwood’s house. As luck would have it Ann was out in the yard. She was shocked to see me. Roy led us across
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this rickety bridge to the village of Sunset Beach and then South to the end and the appropriate street signs, took the
required photos and got back on US 17 south to Little River, SC where we spent the night.
Next morning, we wolf down breakfast and head west on SC 9. Get into Charlotte to have lunch with Zanetta, Dave and
Cheryl’s daughter. Then up 16 to Conover where I say good bye to them and head back to Morganton.~
P.O.

Keeping up with our Lifetime Honorary VEEP!
Anyone wanting to visit or keep in touch with our
Lifetime Honorary Vice President, P. O. Wilson,
can find him at:
North Carolina Veterans’ Home
62 Lake Eden Road
Black Mountain, NC
Room B-112

Did you miss it??
Our 2019 Ride the Blue Ridge Rally was a great success!!! Sharon will have the financial results for us at the
business meeting in January. We sold LOTS of t-shirts and caps! The hit ‘n miss ice cream machine and
Myra’s ice cream truck were enjoyed by many. And thanks to Stephanie Marshall for once again coming
out and doing chair massages for us! Our Knobbie Rally Raffle was a hit and a lot of fun. We owe a huge
thanks to all the vendors who contributed enough “stuff” that we had three tables and both sides of a 4’ x 4’
sandwich board full of offerings! And, if you missed it, we had a VERY
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INTERESTING VISITOR!!

Have you done the Knobbie Four Corners Challenge?
How about a ride to all four corners of North Carolina for fun and adventure? Tee shirts and pins have been
made to show that you completed the corners. A detailed manual has also been made to show you how to get
to each corner, and it is also full of other great facts and information for each trip.

North Carolina 4 Corners Tour
The tour is designed as an open-ended, photo-verification ride with a completion pin that is both beautiful and
rare. Providing an excuse to ride over some of the most scenic byways in the Eastern United States. This tour
offers levels of challenge and opportunity that can largely be determined by each participant. However, the
one constant factor--total mileage over 1,400--should guarantee that tour finishers will be members of an
exclusive club.
Key Elements of the North Carolina 4 Corners Tour
Registration
To receive a registration tour packet please contact Virginia Lackey at vclackey@gmail.com
Time-Frame
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The tour time-frame is open-ended. You and your friends may use the destinations to complete a weekend
Iron Butt run or fit the visits into vacations and club rides over the course of the year. After the initial
registration, send the verification photos to:
NC 4 Corners Tour
456 Massey Deal Rd
Statesville, NC 28625
Verification Photos
In order to receive credit, you must take photos of your motorcycle at each specified location. You can submit
your photos any time within one year after registration to receive your pin.
Cost
The tour is $10.00 per rider and $10.00 per co-rider. If you have friends accompanying you on the tour who
have not registered, have them send $10.00 per person for a registration tour packet to the address above. Tee
shirts will also be available for purchase.
Challenges
You will determine the route taken to each destination. Only the final few miles leading to each corner is predetermined. These byways are paved secondary roads that should be suitable for all types of bikes. Details are
included in the tour packet.
Liability
Neither the Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter, nor any members, are responsible or liable for any mishap
that occurs on this tour. Details are included in the tour packet.
Verification
You must take a picture of your bike at every location to qualify. Details are included in the tour packet.

Sad news to share…
We have lost a fellow Knobbie. Robert (Bob) Taylor, 83, of Hickory passed away Wednesday, October 23,
2019. Robert was a Sergeant on the Hickory Police Dept. where he worked as a Bike traffic officer for many
years. He was a competition rider for the American Motorcycle Assoc and also raced motorcycles
professionally at Daytona Speedway.
Several Knobbies attended the funeral to ride as a motorcycle escort, for which the family was very
appreciative. Bob will be missed.
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Important info!
Mother Nature cannot be denied! And she’s certainly thrown some “interesting” weather our way. To help us
keep you abreast of urgent changes to scheduled Knobbie events (such as Hurricane Florence cancelling our
2018 rally and the ice storm that necessitated the last minute change to our scheduled business meeting last
year), we have put into place a “FAST ALERT SYSTEM”. This would ONLY be used in the event of a last minute
change to any scheduled Knobbie event that may put our members on the road in potentially hazardous
conditions.
Participation is strictly voluntary.
To participate, please complete the form you will find at the end of this newsletter and return to Marla at
NCKnobbies@gmail.com or mail to Knobbie Fast Alert, 2156 Williams Wood Dr, Morganton, NC 28655.
Please note that the system will utilize TEXT MESSAGING to your cell phone. Please be sure that we have your
correct cell phone number AND YOUR CELL PHONE CARRIER (i.e.: Verizon, AT&T, etc.).

Upcoming Knobby Events

Sunday, December 1st, 2019

500 Golf Course Road
Morganton, NC 28655
The cost is $18 per person and you must pre-register.

The registration form may be found at the end of this newsletter.
Please be sure to return it with your payment no later than November 22nd!
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The 2020 Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter Business Meeting
Sunday, January 12th, 2020 – 8 AM

1501 Mt. Bethel Road
Morganton, NC 28655
828-433-1767

Item of interest
https://www.rideapart.com/articles/379746/motorcycle-gear-leather-textile-best/
OCT 31, 2019 at 3:30PM

By: Janaki Jitchotvisut
The best gear is the gear you'll wear.
We all know that ideally, we should be protecting more than just our heads when we ride. Over here at
RideApart, we’re all pretty big believers in ATGATT (all the gear, all the time). Still, all that tells you is that we
prefer to wear gear. It doesn’t tell you a single thing about which gear we prefer to wear—or which type of gear
is best.
Both leather and textile are broad categories. Cow-based leather is still the most prevalent, although even then,
there’s a range of types to consider. Race fans will have heard plenty about the glories of kangaroo leather, and
how it protects many of our favorite professional racers from what might have otherwise been terrible injuries
from long slides on (and off) track. Goat skin is also sometimes used, particularly in motorcycle gloves.
For textile, are we talking Kevlar-reinforced denim? Cordura? Ballistic nylon? Dyneema? Some other
proprietary abrasion-resistant material, like the Covec material that Bull-It uses in their jeans? Also, what about
construction? Busted seams in any slide, wearing any gear, are not your skin’s friend.
Long story short, there are a LOT of things to consider when figuring out which direction you want to go in
when gearing up.
Leaving armor aside for the moment, the main question with either broad category of jackets, pants, and
gloves, is how well it’s going to perform in a slide if you go down. To that end, you’ll notice that some gear
manufacturers now make claims that quantify the number of seconds of abrasion resistance they offer. For
example, some moto jeans manufacturers offer 4-second or 6-second abrasion resistance, and so on. That’s the
type of information you want to know when making an informed decision about the effectiveness of any gear,
no matter the material.
A 2011 study published in the journal Accident Analysis and Prevention confirmed “the value of abrasion
resistant materials in the reduction of soft tissue injuries in motorcycle crashes.” The study involved 212
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crashed motorcyclists in Australia, and analyzed what difference wearing gear made in their crashes. The
researchers found that—surprise, surprise—wearing gear made a significant difference in the levels of soft
tissue injuries sustained by crashed motorcyclists.
When examining the crashed gear, “the most common form of damage was due to material erosion with little
evidence of tear, cut, sharp penetration or crush damage.” If you’re interested in a detailed breakdown of the
study and its methods, it’s well worth a read.
As regards the question above, I found this bit particularly significant: “While the greatest benefits observed
were in relation to the prevention of soft tissue, and particularly open wound, injuries, this is not a trivial
outcome.” [Emphasis mine.]
“Such injuries are rarely life threatening but can have serious consequences for the motorcyclist such as
opportunistic infections, scarring, loss of mobility and longer term disability. A New Zealand study of disabled
motorcyclists found a high proportion (80%) had impairments due to disfiguring and scarring from soft tissue
injuries (Clarke and Langley 1995).”

So, How Do I Choose Good Gear For The Slide?
This, my friend, is a personal question. The best gear you can choose for yourself is always going to be the gear
that you will actually wear. If it’s so expensive and gorgeous that you’re afraid to wear it because you don’t want
to ruin it, even if it’s incredibly protective, it’s still a bad choice.
Likewise, if it’s your dad’s old, worn-in leather jacket that he had since he was a teenager and you love for
sentimental reasons, it’s probably not as protective as some modern gear might be. You might want to wear it
off the bike and consider more modern safety equipment for when you’re riding. If the gear doesn’t fit well and
is uncomfortable, you also won’t wear it. These are all factors to keep in mind when making gear choices, in
addition to actual safety features.
For a deeper dive into the differences in leather types and leather construction, Bennetts spoke to Alan Lui
from Lincs Repair, which specializes in repairing crashed moto leathers for Kushitani UK, among others. Their
guide offers quite a good breakdown (https://www.bennetts.co.uk/bikesocial/news-and-views/advice/bikemaintenance/how-to-choose-the-best-leather-motorcycle-kit) to help us all understand our leather gear just a
little bit better.
For a deeper dive into textiles and whether denier makes a difference (it quantifiably does!), Motosafer offers
some insight into a few types of nylon and Cordura (https://motosafer.com/nylon/). It’s not a complete guide to
every textile option out there, but it’s also not a bad place to start.
Source: Accident Analysis and Prevention
(https://www.georgeinstitute.org/sites/default/files/documents/motorcycle-protective-clothing-protection-frominjury-or-just-the-weather-the-gear-study.pdf).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Attention: Current and Prospective Knobbies!
Current Knobbies:
Please be sure the club has the e-mail address you would like us to use
for you to receive this newsletter!
Although there is NO COST beyond the initial $10 membership fee, in order to remain a member in good
standing, you are required to submit an updated Renewal Membership Form each year. The renewal form
is at the BOTTOM of the new member form.

This is one of the primary purposes of asking everyone to complete a renewal form
each year at our annual Christmas Party.
If your information changes after the Christmas Party, please complete a new form and return it so that
you will continue to receive the newsletter.
The form may be found on our website or a copy of the form follows here. You can copy the form to your
computer, fill it out and e-mail it or snail mail it or hand it to any club officer at a Sunday breakfast or
any other club function.
We ask that renewal forms be received by the end of the current year.

Prospective Knobbies:
The form to join the Knobbies is the same as the renewal form (top portion of the form). Just fill it out and
return it with your one-time, lifetime membership fee of $10 (if you’d like an official Knobbies name
badge, it is an additional $10).

As long as you renew annually, you are a lifetime Knobbie!
For your convenience, a New Membership / Renewal form may be found at the end of this newsletter.

Reminder
The Knobbies have long supported the South Mountain Children and Family Services. If you’d like
another way to support them, you can through the Amazon Smile program. AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You use the same account on Amazon.com
and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings
are also the same.

Knobbies on Facebook
There is a group page on Facebook where Knobbies can post messages and photos. To access it, create a
Facebook account, log in and search for “NC Knobbies”. All content on the group page is public and open
for all members’ activity.
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Attention All Knobbies!
We are putting together a “Fast Alert” contact list for
situations that may arise which require notifying our
membership quickly of changes.
Some examples:
1. Our 2018 rally when hurricane weather forced last
minute changes and, ultimately, a cancellation of
the event.
2. Our 2019 business meeting which had to be rescheduled at the last minute due to icy and
dangerous road conditions.
The “Fast Alert” will be via text messaging. It will
require a cell phone that is text message enabled.
Notifications will continue to be posted to our Facebook
page.
If you would like to be on our “Fast Alert” contact
list, please complete the below information and return
it to:
as soon as possible. Please complete one form for each
member and/or associate member.
Member/Associate Name:________________________
City & State of residence:____________________
Cell Phone number:____________________________
Cell Phone carrier:___________________________
(i.e.:

Verizon, AT&T, etc.)
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KNOB MOUNTAIN MOTORCYCLE CHAPTER: NEW MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL FORM
CHECK ONE: _______New Application

_______Renewal

Date_______________________

A one-time fee of $10.00 is required for each NEW member. You are allowed to join, by name, but you are not
really a member until you participate with the Knob Mtn Motorcycle Chapter. This fee includes the cost of the
club newsletter. A name badge is $10.00 extra. You are a LIFETIME MEMBER as long as you renew annually.
Please PRINT clearly.
New Member form

New Member

Name_________________________________________ Email___________________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________ State__________ Zip_____________________
Home Phone___________________________ Mobile Phone__________________________
Name of Knobbie Sponsoring you __________________________________________________
New Member Spouse Name______________________ Phone_____________________ Email___________________
Other persons at same address Name(s) ______________________________________________________________
Print name(s) you want on badge(s)___________________________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed $_______________(NOTE: $10 for self, $10 for spouse, $10 per badge, $10 each additional persons)
Waiver of Liability – All members and guests of Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter shall acknowledge by signature on either this Membership
Application/Renewal Form or appropriate form that they and/or their families will participate in all club sponsored activities at their own risk. Minors
may participate with the express written consent of a parent or legal guardian. All participants in a KMMC activity agree to release and hold harmless
KMMC and its officers and members for any accident or injury sustained during travel or other participation in any KMMC sponsored activity.
Signature(s) ________________________________________________________ Date________________________
Signature(s) ________________________________________________________ Date________________________

*************************************************************** **
All members MUST renew membership yearly (no renewal fee) to remain an active member and to receive the newsletter.

Renewal for self

Name_______________________________________ Email_____________________________

Member Renewal form

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________ State__________ Zip_____________________
Home/Cell Phone__________________________ Work Phone___________________________

Renewal for spouse

Name______________________ Phone_____________________ Email___________________

↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Supplemental Information (optional – but appreciated! Helps to maintain our status with these organizations)
Membership in all other Motorcycle Clubs/Organizations:
Member’s Name__________________________
Member’s Name____________________________
___AMA Member #___________________________
___BMWMOA Member #_____________________
___BMWRA Member #_______________________
___Other Member #___________________________

___AMA Member #______________________________
___BMWMOA Member #__________________________
___BMWRA Member #_______________________ ___
___Other Member #______________________________

Motorcycle(s)
owned
_________________________________________________________________________
Occupation____________________ Other hobbies/interests________________________________________
Return this form to:

Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
456 Massey Deal Rd, Statesville, NC 28635

Or you can find this form at
www.knobbies.org
and e-mail it to: vclackey@gmail.com
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Reservation Form

Location: Morganton Elks Lodge
500 Golf Course Road
Morganton, NC 28655
Price is $18.00 per person (tip included)
Name___________________________________________________
Number of Attendees ___________________________
Amount Enclosed $_____________________________
Please mail payments to:
Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
c/o Sharon Wilson
3474 Icard Dairy Barn Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
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