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Knobbies – Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with about
200 international members. We meet every Sunday, rain or shine,
for a day ride to an unknown destination for lunch, then ride a different
route home. Most rides consist of about 200 to 300 miles and are usually
confined to back roads. Some of the popular destinations include state
parks, Blue Ridge Parkway and various locations in Virginia, Tennessee and South Carolina. Started and
based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association
and the BMW Motorcycle Organization of America.

You do not have to ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies.
We accept all types of motorcycles, including Slingshots, CanAms & Vanderhalls,
but we prefer responsible riders who enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

Sunday Rides
The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for
breakfast and a day ride. Group leaves between 9 – 9:30 AM. Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast
and fellowship! First Sunday of every month is “Picnic Sunday.”
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If the winter is as wet as the summer…

Hope you’re prepared!!
From the President
Hello Knobbies!
Well, it looks like we got a couple weeks of Fall, and now we are going into Winter. What a crazy
weather pattern we are having! But still we ride! Just a reminder, make sure you have
everything up to speed for winter riding, or winterize if you put them up.
This will be the last newsletter of the year, and this is an important one. Elections are here for
2019-2020, and it is time for a changing of the guard. A nomination form will be included in this
newsletter, so follow the instructions and fill it out. This is important, so please be proactive and
get it done. Also, if you are interested in running for office, please let someone know. On a
personal note, I have enjoyed being President for the last six years, but even I need to change
too. So, please consider it if you are nominated.
Also coming up is the Christmas Party. This year it will be at the Elks Lodge (same place as
years past) in Morganton and will be $15.00 per person (tip is included). The ole Dirty Santa
game will be played, so make sure you bring a gift if you want to join in on the fun. RSVP is in
this newsletter. GET IT FILLED OUT AND RETURNED WITH YOUR MONEY SO WE CAN
FIGURE OUT HOW MUCH FOOD TO ORDER.
January 13th, 2019 at 8 AM will be the Annual Business Meeting. We will continue to have that
at Timberwoods.
Christmas Party...hope to see you there!
Seth
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Geno’s Corner
I cannot believe another year has almost gone by. Time for Christmas and our party already! Any of you that
have kids or grandkids know this time of the year to be either a fun experience or some people find it kind of a
downer. Me…I love this time of the year except for blowing leaves all over the place. With all the rain we’ve
had this year it’s been a mess just trying to keep the grass mowed, and trying to rid my yard of all these Grubs,
Moles and Voles. Oh, and even Skunks. I have been invaded this year.
I think it took three or four weeks for me to recuperate from my Canadian trip. I’m sure glad I went although it
rained and rained. Only when I decided to dry out and hotel it, did it stop raining. I figure it was some kind of
Karma…ha. I could write another book about that trip, met a bunch of good Canadians and like I said before, I
may have Canadian visitors next year.
Back to the rally. Like the last letter, Flo really rained on our parade! Again, thanks for all that were able to
show up. However, we lucked out as the worse went by us.
I also wanted to say again: I checked to see if we could move the rally up or back and at least for next year,,
the Pavilion area has been taken. It’s a very popular place, as we all know. I’ve even looked for another area
and there is just nothing like it. Get this…not sure if I read it right, but even Apple is having an event here which
ought to tell us something there. Unfortunately, hurricane season runs from June 1st to November 30th and
we’ve caught three of them in the last 9 years. Not a good track record, I know.
I have been watching these California fires and just find it hard to believe. It seems it’s totally out of control
there. I read where PG&E, the electric utility, has started two of these fires and one up north by a camp fire.
That has to remind us of the Gatlinburg fire as well as the fire near or in the South Mountains. I had taken a
picture of that fire in the late afternoon and it looked like a huge evil pumpkin head. Kind of a scary pic. Sure
hope we don’t have any more of those, but that’s unlikely.
I wonder if anyone has had this experience. Two years ago, I bought a Ztechnique windshield and larger
“wings” for my GS. I was averaging about 50 mpg before the install, which promptly dropped to 42mpg. This is
all according to the onboard computer. I had not re-installed the original windshield to see if there was a huge
difference and here again, I assumed would be less wind coverage due to the size. I was totally wrong. Last
weekend, I wasn’t going to ride. Just too cold for me that morning. Well, I discussed the windshield with a few
Knobbies and all of us thought that was weird to drop that much mileage. Now, I also assumed I bought these
BuMot panniers and they are wide and square, so I’m also assuming that will knock mileage down a bit. So,
the group was headed down to South Carolina and off they went. I headed to the house and said to self? Self,
let’s change that windshield out. Warmed up the shop with my wood heater, changed the windshield and by
then it was warming up outside.
Off I went to the Bantam Chef in Chesnee. Arrived just after the group got there and checked my mileage.
From 42 to 49! I’ve got to assume the few MPG losses are due to the wings and the large panniers on the bike.
I never once thought about a windshield dropping gas mileage like that. Wow. And was there a difference in
wind coverage? I could not tell it, if so.
Anybody else ever had that experience? So, hope to see you all at the Christmas party and also I’m really
looking forward to next year, also as I love to say…hope I stay upright!
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!
And to all Knobbies: Keep ‘er between the ditches and stay upright!
Geno
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Rally Wrap Up
Our 2018 Ride The Blue Ridge Rally was pre-empted by Hurricane Florence. All efforts to persevere
in the face of wind, rain and Mother Nature’s fury could not prevail. Sadly, the City of Morganton was
forced to close and evacuate Catawba Meadows Park by noon on Saturday.
However, the ever intrepid Knobbies managed to get everything set up and went ahead with our first
ever Knobby Raffle on Friday night. We are proud to say that we collected over $3800 worth of items
for the raffle from vendors and dealers all over our region.
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Here is the list of our contributors. If you find yourself in their area, it would be wonderful if you would
stop in. Please be sure to thank them from the Knobbies!
Garage TRS

26 Glendale Ave, Suite G

Asheville

Eurosport BMW Motorcycles

30 Bryson St

Asheville

M R Yamaha Motorcycle & ATV Sales

774 Hendersonville Rd

Asheville

City Cycle Supply

211 Merrimon Ave, Suite 1

Asheville

Highway 191 Motorsports

6 Old Brevard Rd

Asheville

Westside Scooter Sales
Gaston Motorcycle Werks

Asheville
Gastonia

Cycle Gear

280 B Smokey Park Hwy (behind ElChapalas)
210 S Avon Street
3916 E Franklin Blvd, Suite 110

Great Western of Hickory

1824 13th Ave Dr NW

Hickory

Blue Ridge Harley Davidson
International Motorbikes
Import Power Sports

2002 13th Ave Dr SE
726 Main Ave NW
543 1st Ave SW

Hickory
Hickory
Hickory

Big Toy Super Store
Motorcars & More
Carolina Cycle Concepts (KTM Shop)
Diamond S Customs
West 64 Cycle (George & Marie Yount)
Great Western Motorcycles
Tilley Harley Davidson

338 US Hwy 70 SW
440 10th Ave Dr SE
1281 River Hwy
2145 S Sterling St
3906 US 64
1787 Salisbury Highway
1226 Morland Dr

Hickory
Hickory

Fun Cycles (Willy)

517 Abees Grove Church Rd

Valdese

P A's Repair Shop

611 Perkins Rd SE

Valdese

Rick's Cycle

1419 US Hwy 70 W

Valdese

Gary Lackey

Knobby Member

Gastonia

Mooresville
Morganton
Morganton
Statesville
Statesville

A BIG KNOBBY THANK YOU to Gary Lackey for contributing a motorcycle tire changer and
to Sharon Wilson for the hours and miles invested in collecting so many wonderful prizes!

Here are our lucky winners!!
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Since then…

If you missed it…a Knobby Halloween Party!

Coming up
Sunday, December 2nd, 2018
Noon until ?
Tickets are $15.00 per person
Please be sure to submit your reservation!
The form may be found at the end of this newsletter
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The 2019 Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter Business Meeting
Sunday, January 13th, 2019 – 8 AM

1501 Mt. Bethel Road
Morganton, NC 28655
828-433-1767
Next year’s CampOut is set for May 31, 2019

1755 Lower Stecoah Rd, Robbinsville, NC 28771
(828) 479-3864
Can’t make your reservations too soon!

Next Year's Rally Announced!
Shenandoah County Fairgrounds
300 Fairground Rd. Woodstock, VA 22664
Sept 5-8, 2019

Keeping up with our VEEP!
Anyone wanting to visit or keep in touch with our
Vice President, P. O. Wilson, can find him at:
North Carolina Veterans’ Home
62 Lake Eden Road
Black Mountain, NC 28711
Room B-112
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Item of interest
5 Essential Motorcycle Apps for Every Rider
July 30, 2018 By Bryan Campbell

You don’t have to ride motorcycles to know that when it comes to luxuries, technology and creature
comforts, cars and their drivers have a leg up. While some top-tier bikes like the Honda Gold Wing come
with Apple CarPlay, GPS navigation, a radio and heated seats, the majority of the motorcycle community
makes do with a lot less. For the riders who adore a more simple, analog life, but crave just a little more
without spoiling the riding experience, a select few apps can go a long way. Now, these apps won’t heat
your seats, but they’ll definitely make life on two wheels a hell of a lot better.
Eat Sleep Ride

Eat Sleep Ride is more than just a way to connect with other riders. You can track and share your rides
and participate in competitions to win gear. However, one of the most helpful features is a crash
detection system which shares your location in the event of an emergency.
Polarsteps

When you’re on an epic adventure ride with friends, swapping driving duties for some hands-free time
isn’t an option. So who takes all the road notes and jots down the exact route (and where you took all
those amazing photos)? Once you find cell service and/or an internet connection, Polarsteps syncs up
your route, your stops along the way and then geotags your photos, organizing them all on a vivid,
shareable map.
GasBuddy

Since motorcycles have much shorter ranges than cars, it’s even more crucial to know where your next
fuel stop is. GasBuddy is a way to find and share gas stations and prices in your area. On top of that, if you
join Pay with GasBuddy, you can save 15 cents a gallon on your first fill-up and five cents a gallon every
fill-up after that.
Pirelli Diablo Super Biker

Most of the free riding world doesn’t have access to the same technology MotoGP riders have — tech that
records almost every detail about each lap, like lean angle, speed, lap time, acceleration, altitude, etc. But
the Pirelli Diablo Super Biker app brings you a couple steps closer by putting all of that data acquisition in
your pocket.
Dark Sky

When you head out in a car for a drive, you generally don’t have to worry about the weather unless
there’s a hurricane or blizzard inbound. On a motorcycle, we’re a tad more vulnerable. Dark Sky provides
valuable and accurate foresight with weather reports updating by the minute over the hour, plus hour to
hour predictions throughout the day and for the week ahead.
https://gearpatrol.com/2018/07/30/5-essential-motorcycle-apps/
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Attention: Current and Prospective Knobbies!
Current Knobbies:
Please be sure the club has the e-mail address you would like to receive this newsletter.
Although there is NO COST beyond the initial $10 membership fee, in order to remain a member
in good standing, you are required to submit an updated Renewal Membership Form each year.
This is one of the primary purposes of asking everyone to complete a renewal form each year at
our annual Christmas Party.
If your information changes before the Christmas Party, please complete a new form and return
it so that you will continue to receive the newsletter.
The form may be found on our website or a copy of the form follows here. You can copy the form
to your computer, fill it out and e-mail it or snail mail it or hand it to any club officer at a Sunday
breakfast or any other club function.
We ask that renewal forms be received by the end of the current year.

Prospective Knobbies:
The form to join the Knobbies is the same as the renewal form. Just fill it out, return it with your
one-time, lifetime membership fee of $10 (if you’d like an official Knobbies name badge, it is an
additional $10).
As long as you renew annually, you are a lifetime Knobbie!
For your convenience, a New Membership / Renewal form may be found at the back of this
newsletter.

Reminder
The Knobbies have long supported the South Mountain Children and Family Services. If you’d like
another way to support them, you can through the Amazon Smile program. AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion
of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You use the same account on Amazon.com
and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings
are also the same.
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Knobbies on Facebook
There is a group page on Facebook where Knobbies can post messages and photos. To access it,
create an account, log in and search for “NC Knobbies”. All content on the group page is public
and open for all members’ activity.

Final thoughts

2603 Shady Grove Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
info@knobbies.org
Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter Newsletter—November, 2018
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KNOB MOUNTAIN MOTORCYCLE CHAPTER: NEW MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL FORM
CHECK ONE: _______New Application

_______Renewal

Date_______________________

A one-time fee of $10.00 is required for each NEW member. You are allowed to join, by name, but you are not
really a member until you participate with the Knob Mtn Motorcycle Chapter. This fee includes the cost of the
club newsletter. A name badge is $10.00 extra. You are a LIFETIME MEMBER as long as you renew annually.
Please PRINT clearly.
New Member

Pre-Registration Form

Name_________________________________________ Email___________________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________ State__________ Zip_____________________
Home Phone___________________________ Mobile Phone__________________________
Name of Knobbie Sponsoring you __________________________________________________
New Member Spouse Name______________________ Phone_____________________ Email___________________
Other persons at same address Name(s) ______________________________________________________________
Print name(s) you want on badge(s)___________________________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed $_______________(NOTE: $10 for self, $10 for spouse, $10 per badge, $10 each additional persons)
Waiver of Liability – All members and guests of Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter shall acknowledge by signature on either this Membership
Application/Renewal Form or appropriate form that they and/or their families will participate in all club sponsored activities at their own risk. Minors
may participate with the express written consent of a parent or legal guardian. All participants in a KMMC activity agree to release and hold harmless
KMMC and its officers and members for any accident or injury sustained during travel or other participation in any KMMC sponsored activity.
Signature(s) ________________________________________________________ Date________________________
Signature(s) ________________________________________________________ Date________________________

*****************************************************************
All members MUST renew membership yearly (no renewal fee) to remain an active member and to receive the newsletter.

Renewal for self

Name_______________________________________ Email_____________________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________ State__________ Zip_____________________
Home/Cell Phone__________________________ Work Phone___________________________

Renewal for spouse

Name______________________ Phone_____________________ Email___________________

↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Supplemental Information (optional – but appreciated! Helps to maintain our status with these organizations)
Membership in all other Motorcycle Clubs/Organizations:
Member’s Name__________________________
Member’s Name____________________________
___AMA
Member #_____________________
___AMA
Member #_______________________
___BMWMOA Member #_____________________
___BMWMOA Member #_______________________
___BMWRA Member #_____________________ ___BMWRA Member #_______________________ ___Other Member
#_____________________ ___Other Member #_______________________

Motorcycle(s)
owned
_________________________________________________________________________
Occupation____________________ Other hobbies/interests________________________________________

Return this form to: Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
456 Massey Deal Rd, Statesville, NC 28635
13

Or you can find this form at
www.knobbies.org
and e-mail it to: vclackey@gmail.co
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Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
Nomination Form for 2019-2020 Officers
This is the Nomination Form for 2019-2020. Please have your nominations in by December 16, 2018.
Any nominations returned after that date will be void.
Voting for candidates will occur at 2019 Business Meeting.
Please give in person or mail to Danny Wilson at the following address:

Danny Wilson
3474 Icard Dairy Barn Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
Danny Wilson will be the only one who knows about the nominations.
Nominate one person for each office. Please contact the person you want to nominate to see if they are willing to fulfill the
position you want to nominate them for. You can also nominate yourself.
If you have any questions about your nominations please ask us.
Please return by December 16, 2018
2017-2019 Officers:
Nominations:
President: Seth Purdy
President:
Vice President: PO Wilson
Vice President:
Secretary: Virginia Lackey
Secretary:
Treasurer: Sharon Wilson
Treasurer:
Activities Director: Hal & Bobbi Smith
Act. Dir:

Signature:
(Must be included to officiate your nomination)

Date:

Please remember, we must receive this no later than December 16, 2018.
Voting for candidates will be at 2019 Business Meeting.
Timberwoods Restaurant
1301 Bethel Road
Morganton, NC 28655
Sunday, January 13th, 2019 – 8 AM
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Reservation Form

Location: Morganton Elks Lodge
500 Golf Course Road
Morganton, NC 28655
Price is $15.00 per person (tip included)
Name___________________________________________________
Number of Attendees ___________________________
Amount Enclosed $_____________________________
Please mail payments to:
Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
c/o Sharon Wilson
3474 Icard Dairy Barn Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
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