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Meet You at the Knobbies Rally!
Inside this issue:

September 18-20, 2014
(Early arrivals are welcome on the 17th)

Catawba Meadows Park, Morganton, NC
Easy access to Interstate 40, and the best riding in the southeastern United States,
including the Blue Ridge Parkway, the Snake, the Dragon and many more roads that
have not yet been “named”. Great tent camping is available on the rally site, as well as
private shower facilities.
Pre-register online or mail-in form by September 10 to receive a $5 discount.
$40 at rally.
Contact Gene Smith for more information: Telephone 828-439-9754, or EMAIL

Sunday Rides
The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106,
Morganton, NC) for breakfast and a day ride. Group leaves between 9–9:30 AM.
Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast and fellowship! First Sunday of every
month is “Picnic Sunday.”

Knobbies on Facebook
There is a group page on Facebook where Knobbies can post messages and photos.
To access it, create an account, log in and search for “NC Knobbies”. All content on
the group page is public and open for all members’ activity.
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From the President...
Hello Knobbies!!

So as you can see, several people, as well as more, are
taking great adventures and living it up. By the way,
if you have a great adventure you would like to share,
please
send
it
on
to
Chris
Lloyd
(chris@timandchris.net or text at 240-529-2565) so she
can put it in the next newsletter.

Well…it is that time of year
again. Seems just like yesterday
it was spring and now we’re
heading for fall. Not much has
been happening lately, so most
reports will be coming from those
running on their vacations. Lots of people have been
taking fantastic journeys lately, and the stories are
quite interesting.

Up next is the rally in September. We are ready to go,
so get your rally registrations in (form on the website
as well at the end of this newsletter). To think it is
just a month away seems like it is really approaching
fast, and it is! There are some new things this year as
well. There will be a new event where the City of
Morganton is providing transportation to the city’s
local breweries to give a tasting of the local flavors
brewed in our area. This may allow an opportunity for
rally-goers to get away from their campsites for a bit,
relax, and see something a little different, without
having to drive themselves there. David Burns and
David Lantz will be teaming up for the off-road rides,
and from what I hear, they have found some more dirt
to run through. So we will be looking forward to that
as well.

For instance (and to throw the bait out there), Danny
Wilson, Dave Kiziah, Buddy Faw, and Daryl Faw ran
their second part of the TAT this past summer…
Mississippi to Arkansas…ask them about it when you
see them.

There will be a couple of other changes as well, but
mostly it will be the same as every year. So be
prepared for lots of riding and camaraderie, and
hopefully great weather!
Be safe out there, and I look forward to seeing everyone at the rally!

Dave Brickner and Chris Jernigan just got back from
a 20-day trip in the Alps, running every mountain
pass/peak they could find! A bunch went to the MOA
Rally in Billings, MT, and Gene Smith is now up in
the Artic Circle somewhere.

Seth

1100 Heads for Sale

June Friday Dinner

Polished ported and 5 angle grind on the valves.
I think 550 bucks be a good deal for some one have set
of shocks also.
Contact: Dave Walker (828) 551-5252
dave1958walker@gmail.com
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Geno’s
Corner

49er

have been terrific and generally four lanes. But, the
second surprise is the terrible conditions of Canadian
roads under construction. Pot holes—major pot holes;
pea gravel as deep as my tires; and finally is the Haul
Trucks. They are all tandem trucks, tankers, etc. and
they are moving out like I’ve never seen before. You’ll
see a tandem logging truck coming at you with the
“behind” trailer skidding around the curves. That 15%
or so of roads under construction is almost overwhelming although I have to give it to my little F650, she
has done admirably through thick and thin. Let me
mention the fact that I am extremely grateful I had a
one-piece Aerostitch. I hauled our Rally Brochures up
and left my electric jacket out along with my Blue
Jeans, so I was chilly, but never cold. My CPAP
machine also took a lot of space.

At the moment I’m sitting at a
McDonald’s just northwest in

Fairbanks Alaska, drinking a good cup of coffee and
already reminiscing about this trip. I’ll keep this short
as I’m going to head to Valdez, which I learned last
night is not pronounced with the “Z”. Alaskans
pronounce it the same as our Valdese. As usual, the
press has it all wrong.
I guarantee my guardian angel was looking after me
yesterday. I’ve ridden all the way from Canada in 4652 degree weather, with one day in Dawson Creek in
the 60’s. So I was up early yesterday thinking I would
try to beat most of the Haul Trucks. I left about
6:30am or so as the McDonalds in Fairbanks opened
at 6 am. I ate quickly, was already packed up and left.

Then, here’s the Dalton Haul road I just came off of
yesterday. I was totally surprised that a lot of it is
paved! And get this, thee was a heat wave yesterday.
Literally the warmest, most beautiful day I’ve had
since Billings. I checked the temp right at the Circle
and lo and behold, 71 degrees. I was sweating. I
stopped at the Hot Spot café on the way back and had
a ball there. The owner sat down with me, after giving
me all kinds of grief,
along with the rest of
the customers who were
showing up, and went
through a whole trip of
where to eat, where to
go and why in the world
was I staying a week in
Anchorage. I must be
nuts, to quote her. Well,
yeah!

First, there have been several major surprises for me
up here. About 80-85% of the roads through Canada
3

(cont.) 49er...On the Road with Gene in Alaska
So, this morning I’m off to Valdez, (remember, pronounced the same as our Valdese), and woke up to
thunder, so I’m packed and ready to go. I am going the
route that the owner of the Hot Spot café said to go,
after calling Anchorage BMW for new tires which is
the reason I’m parked here at the McDonalds. Here’s
the last surprise. Canadian roads eat tires! And
machines, boots, or whatever else you have in the
open.

Lake Meir on Highway 4 headed toward Valdez

Meanwhile, I hope my guardian angel stands guard
for me along the way. I am looking forward to Patsy
seeing this great state. She’s flying up to Anchorage
next week. I do miss her a lot, along with her not
seeing this great state like I have.

Entering the Dalton Highway (pic from the Sena)

“...Keep running into the same Beemer riders. Rode yesterday with guy from Greensboro
then met him today. Valdez is unreal! Going to see Bears eating salmon tonight. Decent
campground also. Chilly but they think heat wave.“

Underground pipeline, then
going to the horizon

Pipeline on the Dalton
4

June Sunday Picnic Ride
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The Knobbies—Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring
motorcycle enthusiasts with about 200
international members. We meet every
Sunday for a day ride to an unknown
destination for lunch, then ride a different route home. Most rides consist of about 200 to 300
miles and are usually confined to back roads. Some of
the popular destinations include state parks, Blue
Ridge Parkway and various locations in Virginia,

Tennessee and South Carolina. Started
and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the Knobbies are supported by
the BMW Riders Association and the
BMW Motorcycle Organization of
America. You do not have to ride a BMW to be a
member of the Knobbies. We accept all types of
motorcycles, but we prefer responsible riders who
enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

August Saturday Ride—Blowing Rock
Route: Blowing Rock to Globe, Mortimer, Brown Mountain, Beech Mountain, Valle Crucis back to Blowing Rock.
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2015 Calendar of Events
September


18-20 Ride the BlueRidge Knobbies Rally
Morganton, NC

October


1-4



15-18 Biketoberfest
Daytona Beach, FL



15-18 Adventure RibFest—Nashville BMW Club
Centerville, TN

The BMW RA National Rally
Daytona Beach, FL

December


TBD

Knobbies Christmas Party
Morganton, NC

Other motorcycle events on CycleFish.com
Find more local events on our website

2603 Shady Grove Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
newsletter@knobbies.org
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