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Knobbies – Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with about 200
international members. We meet every Sunday, rain or shine, for a day ride
to an unknown destination for lunch, then ride a different route home. Most
rides consist of about 200 to 300 miles and are usually confined to back roads.
Some of the popular destinations include state parks, Blue Ridge Parkway and
various locations in Virginia, Tennessee and South Carolina. Started and based as a BMW motorcycle organization,
the Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association and the BMW Motorcycle Organization of America.

You do not have to ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies.
We accept all types of motorcycles,
but we prefer responsible riders who enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

Sunday Rides
The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for breakfast and a
day ride. Group leaves between 9 – 9:30 AM. Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast and fellowship! First Sunday
of every month is “Picnic Sunday.”

ATTENTION ALL KNOBBIES!
In this issue you will find your guide to your
8th Annual RIDE the BLUE RIDGE RALLY!!

From the President
Hello, Knobbies,
Summer is slowing, approaching an end and we have had quite the summer. We had a great turnout at the campout
at Iron Horse with lots of fantastic riding and socializing. It's become the "thing", so plan on it for next year. Several
of us have already reserved our spaces for the first weekend of June next year. We've had some other great rides as
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well. Next up is our rally in September, and I am personally looking forward to it. Some of you know I picked up a
new ride, and boy is it a fun little bike. So I'm looking forward to putting it to work during the rally.
On another note, please keep some of our club members in your thoughts and prayers. I'm not going to publicly
name names, but if you know who they are, you know they need our support.
I want to thank all of our Knobbies who give so much to this organization. Special thank you to Marla McRary as
well for producing such a great newsletter! And Sharon Wilson for handling the mailing of our newsletters and
countless other issues. And everyone who keeps the information flowing and communication lines open. And thank
you, too, to Gene for handling the rally which is about a month away. In certain places, it does take quite a lot of
work to do some of the things we do.
If you are not receiving emails or the newsletter, please make sure you update your information with Virginia
Lackey or Sharon Wilson. We want to have the most current data we can.
Next up, the rally in September. See you all there!!!
Seth

Geno’s Corner
I am so tired of hearing myself saying how amazed I am that half the summer is gone and it’s time for another rally.
So, I won’t, but did I mention to anyone that July has just flown by! I am not kidding. Now that I’m semi retired, it
seems I wake up on Monday morning, then the next thing I know its Friday! How time does fly.
Each year I can’t thank everyone enough for helping at our rally. You dread it in a way, and then once started, it
becomes fun for just about anybody willing to help. So, if you have any thoughts, I would appreciate the input.
Sharon and Danny Wilson are always up front and center of our club. Then look at all the other riders that help out.
Big shout out to David Burns, John Nichols and Danny for those GS rides and soaking up a ton of dust at times. If
Gary Lackey would stop breaking his legs, we’d enjoy another one of his great rides. PO Wilson is currently in the
hospital and of course we wish him well, and we’ll miss his cruiser rides. John Wilson, well, what can I say except he
sure has manned the front gates for us. And, last but not least, thanks to David Powell for all his contributions, and
I almost forgot. Our new position of lighting director; Daryl, and then, Penny Carswell is now our official Golf Cart
driver. I’m going to leave a bunch out, so I’ll apologize.
Then remember, every year we’ve been able to give South Mountain More than we make at the Rally. Hoorah for the
Knobbies. Chris Jernigan the Director there has really come thru to help us on more than one instance.
So many, many thanks to all.
This year two of our newest Knobbies have really come forward and helped with new and quite exciting things to do
at our Rally. For years, the NC State Trooper ‘s here in Morganton have tried to get Raleigh’s Motorcycle Officers
out to run their slow riding; I guess you’d call it a show! So, Marla McRary offered to go get ‘em and boy did she ever.
She managed to wrangle the Hendersonville MC officers. I had called several times to the same group and just gave
up. Then along comes Marla; they agree to show up. Love it.
So husband Barry being a camper, off roader, well, just a good motorcycle enthusiast offers to show off his method of
cooking at the rally. AND, for a few of us geeks or in my case a budding geek, he’s lined up a seminar on Garmins
base camp by our MOA Ambassador.
Just hard to believe that all this is coming together and we also owe a big thanks to Morganton and once again to
Chris Jernigan for holding this thing together. Thanks again!
Now, I have to tell a story.
I had bee lined back from the Salt Lake City Rally. I enjoyed the rally except, of course, the heat. So to beat the heat,
I made a straight line home, leaving early, early and early, and then stopping early.
If you can picture this, here are 5 of us sitting under an awning, all 5 phones out tuned to the weather channel. We
all saw the following week that there was only one place under 100 degrees. Maine!
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The reason I mention this, I was looking forward to using that GPS, after looking at all these maps, that I was going
to head south out of Salt Lake, then back up thru Monument Valley. Not at 102 degrees!
Once home, my sister stopped by with one of her best friends in High School. I guess it had been fifty years since I
had seen her friend. She started telling her tale about coming down from Maryland, hitting the Blue Ridge and then
running into major construction of about 28 miles near the Roanoke area. Using her OnStar GMC she thought, well,
it won’t be hard to do. Her not liking GPS, and as she said many times, she liked to use Maps. Sorry, I can read
maps but I only know one person that can look at maps and not get lost. Of course that’s Danny.
So, her being lost, she’s looking at maps trying to get back on interstate and get out of that area, when she ran
across this small church with cars out back. Almost in tears, she goes into the church saying she’s lost and can
anyone help her. Either the pastor or a super nice guy helped her out of town; literally lead her out in his own car
back to the interstate.
Meanwhile, she’s stated how she likes maps and just does NOT like GPS’s or anything to do with it, while Patsy, my
sister and of course me, keep telling her how we absolutely love our GPS units.
Well, I’m thinking. IF she stopped at a church, she’s lost. OnStar is of zero help; God is telling her to get a GPS!
I told her exactly that. I mean she stops at a church, a man leads her out, she’s telling me how lost she is, and we
have three people telling her to get a great GPS? God’s got to be telling that lady to get a GPS. Think?
The morale of that entire story? I really like my GPS’s, but I also love MPS’s (maps). If want to detour, I’ll tell that
GPS what town to hit and go from there by using maps. So, it’s going to be interesting to see if I can use Garmin’s
base camp after our seminar.
See ya’ll at the rally or before. And don’t forget to give our best wishes and prayers for PO Wilson.
Geno

News and Updates from Around the Club
The Club’s June Camp Out at the Ironhorse Motorcycle Lodge was a great success! If you missed it this year, you
should really make an effort to be there next year! Great riding, great food, great accommodations and

KNOBBIES MAKE THE BEST COMPANY!
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Here are updates on some of our members who have been facing challenges:
Richard Cook has had plates put in his foot and ankle and is walking with a cane. He’s doing good.
Hal Smith is doing much better and has returned to work.
Gary Lackey is recovering from a broken hand.
Larry McGuire is recovering from back surgery, doing great & going back to the hospital August 11th for knee
replacement.
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Jeff Mastermann is recovering from heart surgery and is doing great.
Our Vice President, PO Wilson, had an accident at home and has been in the hospital in Charlotte, NC. He is facing
a long recovery and rehabilitation. If you’d like to send cards or visit, this is the address:
PO Wilson
c/o Carolinas Rehabilitation
1100 Blythe Boulevard
Room 2305
Charlotte, NC 28203
PO will be moving to a specialized hospital in Richmond, VA about August 18th so if you’d like to see him while he’s
in Charlotte, there’s no time like the present!
We wish ALL our Knobbies good health and those facing challenges, full and speedy recoveries.

Rally Information

AT
701 Sanford Drive
Morganton, NC 28655
GPS Location of Registration Gate
(35.76087,-081.70538)
+35° 45' 39.13", -81° 42' 19.37"

Supporting

Pre-Registration is $40 before August 31, 2017, $45 at the rally.
Children 12 and under: $20 pre-registered or $25 at check-in
For more information, contact Gene Smith at 828-439-9754 or by email at rallymaster@knobbies.org
A day-pass can be issued for a fee of $10 (NO t-shirt or meal voucher)
Envelopes must be postmarked by August 31, 2017.
After that date, registration will only be taken at the Registration Check-in at Catawba Meadows Park.
Cash and Traveler’s Checks are accepted at Check-in gate.
NO CREDIT CARDS.
Registration is required for admittance into the rally and to receive your rally packet.
A registration form is required for each participant. BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR SHIRT SIZE.
1st 150 registered receive a free event T-shirt.
*** Rally Registration Form is included in this newsletter ***
Make Checks Payable t0, and mail with Pre-Registration forms to:
Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
PO Box 2426
Drexel, NC 28619
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2017 RBR Rally Information & Schedule of Events
Registration

Thursday — 10 AM – 8 PM (Pre-Registration)
Friday — 8 AM – 8 PM
Saturday — 8 AM – 4 PM

Free Coffee

Friday, Saturday, Sunday — 6 AM – 9 AM (At Pavilion)

Breakfast

Friday, Saturday and Sunday —8:00 – 9:45
(approximately)

Food Vendor

Friday —
2 PM – 9 PM
Saturday — 11 AM – 7 PM

Dinner Meal

Ticket may be redeemed at any time, BBQ Dinner Saturday

Barry McRary

Friday 6:00 – 7:00 Presents “Bear's Cooking” ( A demo of Cooking
Utensils, etc.) Sorry! Steaks not provided.

Wes Fleming
(MOA Ambassador)

Friday 7:00 - 8:00 PM Presenting “How To Use” The Garmin GPS
Base Camp Program

Chair Massages

Saturday 3:00-6:00 First come, first served

Bike Safe Demo

Saturday 5:00 - 6:00 pm (Weather permitting) Presented by
Lt. Mike Vesely and crew on Rider Skills and Staying safe on our
Motorcycles. Not to miss!

Michael Reno Harrell

Saturday 7:00 until, Makes Up Songs / Spins Yarns (and it’s fun!)
We Welcome Michael Back! (It's a super fun show)

Closing/DoorPrizes

Saturday — 8:00 PM 50/50 Drawing, Closing at the Pavilion

Showers!!

Located on-site behind bathroom facilities, AND they are first
class, which are supplied and cleaned by the city!

Included in Packets

Meal Ticket, local information and maps, trash bag

T-Shirts

Knobbie Club and extra Rally T-Shirts will be available for sale.

6

Knobbie Rides

RIDE WITH THE KNOBBIES — TBA at the Pavilion Registration.
Our Knobbies have volunteered and are going to take you on
some of our local rides. We invite anyone who wishes to ride with
us to please sign up at the Pavilion. Some of the rides we have
done in the past are as follows. Route choices are subject to
change due to conditions.
-

GS ride over dirt and fire roads up to Blue Ridge (not for
beginners, about 120 miles
Paved road ride to Mt Mitchell and Roan Mtn.
Paved road ride to the Asheville via back roads
Paved road ride to Lake Lure/Chimney Rock
Paved and dirt to various obscure locations
Hwy 105 Dirt and Ruts to Linville Falls area

ALL RIDES LEAVE FROM THE PAVILION BY ROUGHLY 9 AM

We wish all of our guests a great time, and, in the event you need anything OR HAVE ANY
TYPE OF EMERGENCY, please ask for Gene Smith (828-205-0039) or Mike McSwain.
Any Knobbie will also be glad to help you out as well.
Proceeds go to

Children’s Advocacy Center of South Mountain Children and Family Services
Any donations will be gladly accepted for this great organization.
We want to thank the City of Morganton for their help and for allowing us to hold our Rally at
this great facility.

A Pre-Registration form appears on the next page.
Please remember that a form must be submitted for each attendee.
To download additional forms, please go to:
http://www.knobbies.org/Site/Rally.html
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Rally Location
Catawba Meadows Park
701 Sanford Drive
Morganton, NC 28655

September 15–17, 2017
Early arrivals welcome on the 14th

GPS Coordinates
Lat: 35°45.5596’ Long: 81°42.1646

Pre-Registration Form

Please Print Clearly (One Attendee per Form):
First Name:_________________________________ Initial:_____ Last Name:____________________________________
Address Line 1: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Address Line 2: _____________________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________________________ State: _______ Zip Code: _______________________
Phone:______________________Cell:_______________________Email:_______________________________________
Will you be camping on site? ___________
Will you be camping or staying at a hotel off site (location): __________________________________________________

2017 Rally Fees
Pre-Registered
$40.00 — Per Person (postmarked by August 31, 2017)

$20.00 — Children Under 12

At the Rally
$45.00 — Per Person

$10.00 — Day Passes Only (*NO Meal Voucher or T-Shirt)

$25.00 — Children Under 12

PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Envelopes must be postmarked by August 31, 2017. After that date, registration will only be
taken at the Registration Check-in at Catawba Meadows Park, Morganton, NC. Traveler’s Checks and Cash are accepted at check-in.
NO CREDIT CARDS
Free T-Shirts and a Meal Voucher provided for the first 150 Registered (Please indicate shirt size below):
S_____ M_____ L_____ XL_____ XXL_____
Make Checks Payable to, and mail with Pre-Registration form to:
Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
PO Box 2426
Drexel, NC 28619
RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT - MUST BE SIGNED FOR REGISTRATION TO BE PROCESSED
I hereby give up all my rights to sue or make any claim for damages due to negligence or any other reason whatsoever against the NC Knobbies
Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter, Catawba Meadows Park, and the City of Morganton, NC, and its district organizations, sponsors, and all other
persons, participants or organizations conducting business with, or connected with this event, for any injury to property or person I may suffer,
including but not limited to crippling injury or death, while participating in the event, or while I am upon the event premises. I know the risks of
danger to myself and my property while preparing for and participating in the event and while on the event premises, and relying upon my own
judgment and ability, assume all such risks of loss and hereby agree to reimburse all costs to those persons or organizations connected with this
event for damages incurred as a result of my negligence. My motorcycle meets NC State noise and registration requirements.

Rider Name (Print)______________________________________Rider Signature________________________________________
Date_____________________________________
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Reminder
The Knobbies have long supported the South Mountain Children and Family Services. If you’d like
another way to support them, you can through the Amazon Smile program. AmazonSmile is a simple and
automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost
to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. You can choose from nearly one
million organizations to support. You use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your
shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.

Knobbies on Facebook
There is a group page on Facebook where Knobbies can post messages and photos. To access it, create an
account, log in and search for “NC Knobbies”. All content on the group page is public and open for all
members’ activity.

Attention: Current and Prospective Knobbies!
Current Knobbies: Please be sure to provide the club with the e-mail address you would like to receive
the newsletter. This is one of the primary purposes of asking everyone to complete a renewal form each
year at our annual Christmas Party. If your information changes before the Christmas Party, please
complete a new form and return it so that you will continue to receive the newsletter.
The form may be found on our website or a copy of the form follows here. You can copy the form to your
computer, fill it out and e-mail it or snail mail it or hand it to any club officer at a Sunday breakfast or
any other club function. We ask that renewal forms be received by the end of the current year.
Prospective Knobbies: The form to join the Knobbies is the same as the renewal form. Just fill it out,
return it with your one-time, lifetime membership fee of $10 (if you’d like an official Knobbies name
badge, it is an additional $10). As long as you renew annually, you are a lifetime Knobby!
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KNOB MOUNTAIN MOTORCYCLE CHAPTER: NEW MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL FORM

CHECK ONE: _______New Application

_______Renewal

Date_______________________

A one-time fee of $10.00 is required for each NEW member. You are allowed to join, by name, but you are
not really a member until you participate with the Knob Mtn Motorcycle Chapter. This fee includes the
cost of the club newsletter. A name badge is $10.00 extra. You are a LIFETIME MEMBER as long as you
renew annually. Please PRINT clearly.
New Member

Name________________________________________Email_____________________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
City__________________________________ State__________ Zip_______________________
Home Phone___________________________ Mobile Phone____________________________
Name of Knobbie Sponsoring you _________________________________________________

New Member Spouse Name________________________ Phone_____________________ Email___________________
Other persons at same address Name(s) _______________________________________________________________
Print name(s) you want on badge(s)____________________________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed $____________(NOTE: $10 for self, $10 for spouse, $10 per badge, $10 each additional persons)
Waiver of Liability – All members and guests of Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter shall acknowledge by signature on either
this Membership Application/Renewal Form or appropriate form that they and/or their families will participate in all club
sponsored activities at their own risk. Minors may participate with the express written consent of a parent or legal guardian. All
participants in a KMMC activity agree to release and hold harmless KMMC and its officers and members for any accident or injury
sustained during travel or other participation in any KMMC sponsored activity.
Signature(s) _____________________________________________________ Date________________________
Signature(s) _____________________________________________________ Date________________________

***************************************************************
All members MUST renew membership yearly (no renewal fee) to remain an active member and to receive the newsletter.

Renewal for self

Name_______________________________________ Email_____________________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________ State__________ Zip_____________________
Home/Cell Phone__________________________ Work Phone___________________________

Renewal for spouse

Name______________________ Phone_____________________ Email___________________

↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Supplemental Information (optional – but appreciated! Helps to maintain our status with these organizations)
Membership in all other Motorcycle Clubs/Organizations:
Member’s Name__________________________

Member’s Name____________________________

___AMA Member #_____________________ ___AMA Member #_______________________
___BMWMOA

Member #_____________________ ___BMWMOA

Member #_______________________

___BMWRA

Member #_____________________ ___BMWRA

Member #_______________________

___Other

Member #_____________________ ___Other

Member #_______________________

Motorcycle(s) owned _________________________________________________________________________
Occupation____________________ Other hobbies/interests________________________________________

Return this form to:

Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
C/O Virginia Lackey

Or you can find this form at
www.knobbies.org

8146 Hagers Ferry Road, Denver, NC 28037
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and e-mail it to: vclackey@gmail.com

And on the lighter side
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KNOBBIES: This is YOUR newsletter!
If you have a story, photo or information to share, please don’t hesitate to send it in!

Info@Knobbies.org
Here are some things we’d love to hear about from you:
That ride you took to someplace interesting
The funny story about what happened on one of your rides
Your insights on motorcycles and/or gear that you did, or didn’t, like
That photo you just couldn’t resist taking on your ride
The restaurant that was happy to see a motorcycle crowd pull in and had great food
The latest gizmo that made riding a pleasure…or maybe a pain
Did you find a funny comic you’d like to share?
Is there an upcoming event that you think your fellow Knobbies would be
interested in?
Look for the next issue of OTA in October!
Until then, ride safe and have a blast at the Rally!
Best wishes,
Marla, OTA Newsletter Editor

2603 Shady Grove Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
info@knobbies.org
Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter Newsletter—August, 2017
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