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KNOBBIES 4th Annual Ride the Blue Ridge Rally

Coming Soon!
September 20-22, 2013
Catawba Meadows Park in Morganton, NC
The park gets better each year and this one will be no exception. Join us for the great
mountain rides that are planned or enjoy the various amenities the park itself as to
offer. Check out what Gene has to say about the upcoming rally on page 5.
Use the form in the back of the newsletter to register now!

In Memoriam
This summer issue is dedicated to Knobbies member, Joe
Myers who passed away Sunday, July 21, 2013, after a
courageous six-week battle with Acute Myeloid Leukemia.
“We have enjoyed being a part of the Knobbies even
though we haven't been able to participate as much as Joe
would've liked. Life is short, take those trips while you
can. Be safe.” —Bonnie Myers
Rest well our friend. We will miss you.
1

Treasurer—Sharon Wilson
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From the President...
Well Knobbies, we are now at
the half-year mark, doing lots
of riding, attending our
barrage of summer events, and
just having an all-around good
time. I hope you all are
experiencing the same and
having a great year!

night. However, I opened up my tent to discover
everything was coated in a fine silt where that
blasting wind was blowing the dirt, and pollen, up
under my fly and through the mesh. What a mess that
was! But it was not just me with a bout of despair.
During the night a tree limb snapped and fell on three
or four tents about a hundred yards from us. No
reported injuries, so I think everyone was OK, but
what a wake-up call.

For me so far, to start off, I had to have my taste of the
good ’ole Georgia Mountain Rally. Much to my
disappointment, it did not go as well as I had hoped,
but it was expected. I had almost a great ride down
though. Starting with unfortunate rain for about three
quarters of the trip, by the time I was south of
Franklin, NC, the sun was out, the temps cool, and I
had 28 south all to myself, as well as Warwoman Road
and 76 over to Clayton, GA. Got to the rally and the
first person I run into is our new Scottish friend/
Knobbie Ian Scobie, who is now taking over cooking
the GA. Mtn. chili supper. I guess he is the new Walt
Sweatt! I met up with John Nichols and David Lantz
and we set up camp. However, the wind was blowing
853 mph that Friday night (I measured it with a wet
finger)! Anyone who knows me during the Spring
knows that I have a terrible time with allergies. Well,
while Spring was over up here on this side of the hill,
it was still Spring down there, so this did not bode
well for me. That evening we ran into Chuck Ruth,
Matthew Mims, and several other familiar faces,
drank some beer, told stories, and had a great time
hanging out.

The next morning’s radar showed torrential rain
coming in, along with the high winds, so we all
decided to pack it up and head for home...and of
course had to drive through a swath of wet to get
there.
Very disappointing for my first GA. Mtn. Rally, but I
had been plenty forewarned, and I knew of some of
the consequences (thank you all forewarners out
there). So what do you do after that? You get a hitch
for your bike and buy a camper for the next one. This
actually proved to be a really good move. Larry
McGuire had a friend in Louisiana who had one for
sale at a really great price...a price too good to pass
up...an opportunity that you don’t pass up! So Larry
and I set off to Alabama to meet him at the halfway
point and pick it up. Wow was I shocked! Perfect
condition, new cover, new awning, A/C, and he left
everything you needed in the bed. We were back that
evening with trailer in tow.
Now to the campout, where I can say I battle-tested
that camper, and was able to hang out and ride with
our great members.

Back at the campsite I learned a new trick that I will
pass on. It was getting chilly and we were wanting to
burn something (fire and drink go so well together).
Just our luck that a couple of kids came driving
through with some prime firewood for sale. We got the
price per “arm-load” and bite. Lantz got a good full
“arm-load” and walked it over to the pit. We came
back around the corner and there was Nichols leaned
back with a stack of wood two feet over his head
telling the kid to put another one on. Dave and I were
thinking there is no way he can carry that! John said,
“That’s it!”, turned and dropped it all to the ground.
He then turned and looked at the kid and said, “You
didn’t say I had to carry it!” Bet those guys won’t do
that again!

We had a great campout this year with about 30
attendees. It rained a little, as usual, but we had some
great riding and fellowship. I certainly look forward to
the next one.

Next up on the event list is our rally coming in
September. The website is up and running with most
of the information already on there, so have a look
when you get a chance.

So after some good beer, a warm fire, stories and lies,
and wind at now 857 mph, we decided to call it a
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From the President...continued
Also, pass on the information to anyone else you may
know, and those without the web at their disposal. A
registration form will be included in this newsletter as
well so that you can start getting those in. Also, this
year’s logo, if you have not seen it yet, features a little
shot of Wilson Creek for all you off road enthusiasts.

seeing everybody on Sundays and out at the
campgrounds. Remember that the first Sunday of
every month is a picnic day. We just had a great one
for June over at Pilot Mtn. Oh...and if you have ideas
or suggestions, or stumble across a great place to have
a picnic/cookout, somewhere where we may have
never been, let us know so we can investigate the
possibility. You know we are always looking for new
places to go, so let us know.

Outside of this recap, I don’t have much more to
report. I still beckon for others to send in their own
stories, experiences, ride reports, pictures, and
adventures to Chris so that she can add them into the
newsletter. They don’t have to be long, just
entertaining. The newsletter is not just an update on
past events, it’s a historical record of the club, and the
more history you add, the more history the club has in
all walks. Please consider this before you can’t.

Ride safe...and see you
soon!
Seth

Well, it’s time to sign off on this one. I look forward to

NC Knobbies Campout—Ironhorse Motorcycle Lodge
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The Knobbies—Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring
motorcycle enthusiasts with about 200
international members. We meet every
Sunday for a day ride to an unknown
destination for lunch, then ride a different route home. Most rides consist of about 200 to 300
miles and are usually confined to back roads. Some of
the popular destinations include state parks, Blue
Ridge Parkway and various locations in Virginia,

Tennessee and South Carolina. Started
and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the Knobbies are supported by
the BMW Riders Association and the
BMW Motorcycle Organization of
America. You do not have to ride a BMW to be a
member of the Knobbies. We accept all types of
motorcycles, but we prefer responsible riders who
enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

Knobbies Out Takes

Sunday Ride stop at Betsey’s General
Van from RFK presents
Seth an appreciation
award for years of assisting with the Asheville Ride
for Kids event

Hawg'N'Dawg, Erwin TN

Burkes Garden Store north of Wilkesboro

Knobbies at Shady Valley

Clyde and Valerie host July’s picnic ride
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Geno’s
Corner

Rally TIME

we have now. Personally, I wish I had a big shower
like that at my house. Gary Leonhardt, the director,
has said over and over, if you don’t screw up, it takes
a good five years to get anything on a roll. We’re on
number four already. If I think I heard this right, it
may be just a few short years and the City of
Morganton may have cabin facilities to add to the mix.
It won’t be room types, but more like an open room
environment, but hey, that might be a lot of fun, no?

I always say, how did I get this old
this quick? What happens to the
time? Here it is, almost another
year gone and it’s coming up on
our Knobbies, Ride the Blue Ridge Rally.
We already have a couple signed up, so that is a great
omen.

Many thanks to all the Knobbies who support this
event.

Our “Ride along with the Knobbies” has been a huge
hit. I quite frankly think we hold one of the best local
rallies you can go to, plus, to us living here, we forget
what a beautiful part of the country we live in. Others
don’t. There has been lots of feedback about how great
the Knobbies group is, and for that I am a proud
member.

If I can ramble just a minute, when I go to the Salem,
Oregon Rally, I will likely be carrying our Knobbies
Logo, hang it up and kind of hang out. Fun times to be
had for sure and a little more advertising.
I hope I never lose this, but I get so excited going on a
long distance tour, I can hardly sleep the week before.
Oh, and I probably over pack more than anybody I
know, even Patsy! (Just kidding Patsy). You know
why I do that? I think of all the past trips: like, I
needed a quart of oil, we had no
food at one stop (South Dakota), I
lost a screw, I needed several
band-aids and on and on I think of
crazy stuff, so in the pack it goes!
This trip, I’m going to do my best
and try to pack lighter. Think I can
do it? Oh, and lots of coffee, hmm,
maybe some freeze dried breakfast,
well maybe a lunch. Do I need a
bigger collapsible cooler? You
know, only an 18 pack fits in mine.
Hmmm. I’ll think of something I’m
sure. The trip I took from Las Vegas out through
California, Oregon, Washington and back to the
Gillette Wyoming rally, I think I had so much stuff
packed on my RT, I could barely get it off the stand.
Have to downsize this time.

Mike McSwain our Co-Rally chief and I will be
heading out to Salem Oregon to the MOA rally this
year if the good Lord lets us, doesn’t rain on our
parade, etc. So, while we are there, you can bet we’ll
do a lot of advertising. I’ve also laid
out a number of Rally Brochures at
BMW locations, including the
Asheville BMW shop. They are
really gracious folks for allowing us
to set out our brochures and also
for supporting us. So, the RA will
be there shortly and we’ll do
advertising at the Rally also.
Remember, we give at least 50% of
any money we make to the South
Mountain Children's Home. So we
certainly have a great charity to
give to, and let’s all come out and support that. In
addition, it’s just great fun. I look forward to seeing all
of you again this year and hope we can get some of
those long distance Knobbies coming in.
Speaking of Rallies, what is so much fun is I make
sure to wear a Knobbies shirt while wandering around
and looking at the motorcycles, farkles, etc. at BMW
Rallies. It amazes me how many people have come up
and said, wow, we came to your Knobbies rally and
just had a ball. So, I hope we can keep that ball
rolling.

One more thought. Mike and I decided we’re going to
hotel it a lot more this trip. Might be an age thing
with me, but for sure, it’s a money thing also. For
some reason, camping has just gone out of sight.
Not so long ago, I would spend the night in a state
park or even a KOA, which I always liked for being el
cheapo, but now rates have seemed to double. So, if
you stop at a state line, check out the hotels, call
ahead and make reservations.

Once again, I thank the City of Morganton and their
super staff. They are just unreal folks and always a
“no problem” sponsor. Just look at the shower facilities
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It is just about as inexpensive to
stay in a hotel as camp, plus I
hate to admit it, but it sure is
easier in most cases. Plus AC.
Like Mike said to me, it seems
like every time we travel the last few years, we hit
100+ degree temps. So, we’ll give hotels a shot this

year. Just make sure you don’t stop cold turkey for a
room. Rate rape immediately.

Geno’s
Corner

Well, enough rambling, so hope to see all of you at our
Rally meeting.
Geno

Knobbies Out and About
Jeff and Amy Host August Picnic

Mount Mitchell Ride
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Skills Enhancement
Chris Lloyd
I recently had the opportunity to expand on my slow
maneuvering motorcycle skills. I heard of place that
offered a small size women’s only class—MotoMark1’s
Precision Maneuvering Class. Lo and
behold it was in North Carolina, so
that made it an even better deal.

helpful teaching tool for following one of the safety
points they were trying to instill in us that day.
Needless to stay I momentarily forgot and he was
gracious enough to perform my
penance with me. :)
The next one I want to take is the
Overland Confidence Course that
focuses on dual-sport riding. They
provide instruction for riding on the
scenic North Carolina routes along
with the various types of terrain of offroad riding.

Great class! The smaller number made
for
more
personalized
instruction when the technique had to
be presented in an alternate manner
for it to “sink in”.
Being a former marine and retired
highway motorcycle patrolman Mark, the owner and
lead instructor (in the picture with me), adopted a

I wonder if I would have to do my push ups in any
river crossings????

Sunday Rides

Knobbies on Facebook

The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at
Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106, Morganton,
NC) for breakfast and a day ride. Group leaves
between 9–9:30 AM.

There is a group page on Facebook where Knobbies
can post messages and photos. To access it, create an
account, log in and search for “NC Knobbies”.
All content on the group page is public and open for all
members’ activity.

Motorcycle Touring
Paolo Fantozzi
Motoradunando has added a new TOUR page to their
website. Check them out at: www.motoradunando.com/
Tour_eng.html.
Have you ever been on a Sunday ride with the
Knobbies? "OK guys which way are we going?"
This pictures captures that moment perfectly!
—Gary Lackey

Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast and
fellowship! First Sunday of every month is “Picnic
Sunday.”
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2013 Calendar of Events
August


and Family Services
Blue Knights NC Chapter

8/25 - Ride for Kids parking in Asheville
Meet at McDonalds at Exit 105 in Morganton between 6:30 and 7:00 AM



10/17-20 - Biketoberfest Rally, Daytona Beach, FL

December
September


September Picnic at Walt and Lydia Sweatt’s house



9/8 - Timberwoods Restaurant after breakfast —
meet to stuff Rally packets



9/19 - Rally setup and early rider arrival. All help
welcome.
Catawba Meadows Park, Morganton, NC



9/20-22 - Ride the Blue Ridge with the Knobbies
Rally
Catawba Meadows Park, Morganton, NC



Find more events on our website

October


Knobbies Christmas Party—TBD

10/19 - 4th Annual Blue Knights NC Chapter 23
Falling Leaf Ride, benefits South Mountain Children

2603 Shady Grove Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
newsletter@knobbies.org

Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter Newsletter—Summer 2013
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