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From the President
Hello Knobbies, welcome to summer!
Sorry I’ve not been around much, but
with a new job comes new
responsibilities, and it has really
pulled me away in ways I couldn’t
have expected. Outside of that, there
are new issues arising. Chris, our
previous newsletter editor, can’t do it
anymore, so that is why there has
been a delay. It would be great if
someone could take this over. It’s not
that tough; just need someone who
would be willing to put some focus
into it. We are in riding season fullsteam right now and the riding is
good. We had a great campout over at
Iron Horse. We got socked with some
storms while over there, and
personally, riding the Dragon in a torrential thunderstorm is now one I can cross off the list. But we still had a great
time, and we have already booked the same weekend for next year. It was decided and voted on by members present
during the campout, so first weekend in June of next year will be the campout. Put it on your calendars! Rally
season is underway and several are already planning to attend the MOA and RA. Next up is our rally in September.
The information is up on the website, so start making plans and get your registrations in. I’ll let Gene give you the
rest of the info on that, but please help in any way you can. Help is always needed, and it is appreciated. We are still
meeting on Sundays at Timberwoods for rides, so come on out when you can. As always…ride safe out there.
Seth
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Call for Newsletter Editor
It has been a great couple of years of compiling all of the photos from rides and rallies. However, due to increased
work and personal demands, I need to hand the Newsletter Editor baton over to someone else. If you are interested,
please contact Seth Purdy at purdy75@gmail.com or via Facebook.

Geno’s Corner
RALLY TIME!
Every year I say the same thing, good grief, it’s going to be rally time!
And every time I think about how time flies, I remember my Dad and I talking about how fast time flew, and that
was when I was thirty years old! Now that I’m, let’s say, well over 60, it is just unbelievable how time gets even
faster.
Our Rally starts September 16th and I want to invite every Knobbie to participate. We usually start setting
everything up a couple days before. I know this is a local rally, but I have enjoyed every single one. We have people
coming from all over the US to ride our Rally and what is so unreal, I have not heard one person complain. There
has to be a complaint, but I haven’t heard it, so if anyone out there knows how to do something better, please speak
up and let me know.
Stay tuned and I’ll ask Seth to send out an email to all of us for a meeting at Friday Friends as we always do. Good
fellowship and just ties all our planning together. Of course, I have to send one special shout out to Sharon Wilson
for all she does. It’s just too numerous to thank everybody else that is involved. Remember, at least 50% of our
profits go to a great cause, The South Mountain Children’s Homes. It may or may not be known how many of our
children are abused every day and this organization gives a lot of kids some hope. Hey, they even teach these kids
how to ride motorcycles!
On the lighter side, I always pick the brains of our long distance riders, so a couple weeks back I was picking on
Gary Lackey’s knowledge of Nova Scotia. Of course, he had the place down pat, lots of things to see and do. We all
know Gary rides and I mean rides, but he was saying this year he had probably ridden less than any previous year.
It goes for me as well. Just a few years back, I had three birthdays to make sure I didn’t forget. Now? It’s up to ten!
All I can say is thank goodness for the IPhone calendar, eh? So, with a lot of birthdays in the summer, riding is
being put on hold and of course for good causes.
I heard a group of our Knobbies was up in Vermont as I write this. So, I’m jealous! Vermont was one of my favorite
rides. Mountains with lots of scenery and absolutely no road signs, except around the interstates. I learned quickly,
that without a GPS, you better know where you are going. I can remember Mike McSwain and myself, with a GPS,
going in circles hunting for Vermont Wild Flowers. I don’t ever recall seeing a sign with a welcome to such-and-such
town. Only when I saw a bank or a restaurant with the name, did I know what town we were in.
So, I’m heading up to the BMWMOA rally just south of Buffalo, NY. I’ve been to that area several times, but I’m still
excited since we’ll be leaving there and if the weather holds, etc. we are heading over to Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia
has been on my bucket list for a long time. Now, I am hoping to keep whittling down that bucket list. As my
Australian email friend says, “Adventure before Dementia”, and all on back roads.
I think that about says it all…Geno
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Greenhouse Moto Cafe Ride
From Gary Lackey - Thanks to Clyde for encouraging a Saturday ride. We rode to Mills River for lunch at The
Greenhouse Cafe. Imagine our surprise when told that they did not have a kitchen! A food truck would arrive at
6:00, it was 1:30, or we could order a pizza delivery from the local pizzeria. The pizza and sandwiches were good.

Knobbies picnic ride to Boiling Springs
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Sunday Rides
The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for breakfast and a
day ride. Group leaves between 9–9:30 AM.
Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast and fellowship! First Sunday of every month is “Picnic Sunday.”
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3rd Thursday Bike Night
International Motorbikes 3rd Thursday bike night is this
week! The Knobbies are always well represented at this event.
Join us for a good time meeting with true enthusiasts, viewing
unique motorcycles, eating a freshly grilled burger or hotdog,
and riding home in the cool, twilight of a summer evening.
–Gary Lackey

Address: 726 Main Ave. NW Hickory, NC 28601
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Knobbies – Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with about 200
international members. We meet every Sunday for a day ride to an unknown
destination for lunch, then ride a different route home. Most rides consist of
about 200 to 300 miles and are usually confined to back roads. Some of the
popular destinations include state parks, Blue Ridge Parkway and various
locations in Virginia, Tennessee and South Carolina. Started and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the
Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association and the BMW Motorcycle Organization of America. You do
not have to ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies. We accept all types of motorcycles, but we prefer
responsible riders who enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

Knobbies on Facebook
There is a group page on Facebook where Knobbies can post messages and photos. To access it, create an account,
log in and search for “NC Knobbies”. All content on the group page is public and open for all members’ activity.

Coming Up: 7th Annual Ride the Blue Ridge with the Knobbies Rally
September 16-18, 2016
Catawba Meadows Park, Morganton, NC
Easy access to Interstate 40, and the best riding in the southeastern United States, including the Blue Ridge
Parkway, the Snake, the Dragon and many more roads that have not yet been “named”. Great tent camping is
available on the rally site, as well as private shower facilities.
Pre-register by mailing in form by September 8 to receive a $5 discount. $40 at rally.
Contact Gene Smith for more information: Telephone 828-439-9754, or EMAIL
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Rally excursion to Defiant – a local whisky distillery
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2016 – Calendar of Events
July
14 - 17

BMW MOA International Rally
Hamburg, NY

August
12 – 14

Annual Daniel Boone Rally
Boone, NC

25 – 28

RA Rally Celebrating 100 years of BMW
Monterey, CA

September
18 – 20

Enjoy some refreshment BMW boxer style

Ride the Blue Ridge Knobbies Rally
Morganton, NC

October
13 – 16

Biketoberfest
Riverfront Park, Daytona Beach, FL

2603 Shady Grove Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
newsletter@knobbies.org
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