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About the Knobbies

The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with
about 200 international members. We meet every Sunday for a
dayride to an unknown destination for lunch, then ride a different
route home. Most rides consist of about 200 to 300 miles, and are
usually confined to backroads. Some of the popular destinations
include state parks, Blue Ridge Parkway, and various locations in
Virginia, Tennessee, and South Carolina.
Started and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the
Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association and the
BMW Motorcycle Organization of America. You do not have to
ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies. We accept all types
of motorcycles, but we prefer responsible riders who enjoy the
touring aspect of motorcycling.

Weekly Sunday Rides

The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40
Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for breakfast and a day ride. Group leaves
between 9–9:30 AM. Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast and
fellowship! First Sunday of every month is “Picnic Sunday.”

IMPORTANT UPDATE

If your address or email address has changed, please email or
write me with the new information. Also, if you would like to
STOP receiving the printed version of the newsletter, and just
receive the electronic version through email, please notify me.
We can remove you from the physical mailing list.
Email me at purdy75@hotmail.com

Newsletter Information

If you would like to submit an article or provide other information
pertinent to the Knobbies organization, please give to Seth Purdy, or
email to purdy75@hotmail.com. Please include a subject in email.

Upcoming Events
• RIDE

the BLUE RIDGE
with the Knobbies

September 24 – 26, 2010
Catawba Meadows Park,
Morganton, NC
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This is the Knobbies organized
rally. Volunteers are needed to
help work with registration,
September 2010
Morganton, NC
check-in, and security.
Visit the Knobbies website for
more information. Click on the logo to take you directly to the
website page. The Registration Form is included in the newsletter.

Rally Update: The band the Alligators have been secured for
the Rally entertainment, and a beer garden has been allowed on
the premises. Volunteers will be needed to help with this. Please
contact Hal Smith for more information on the beer garden.
KNOBBIES---Call To Action

It has been requested that each Knobbie attending the Rally
try to invite/bring at least one guest. Also, the pre-registration
date is closing fast. Get your registrations in for the free
T-shirt offer before August 31st. Let’s make this the greatest
local rally ever. The buzz is about. Locals do remember the
last BMW rally held in Morganton, and they enjoyed having
the riders, as well as the business, in the area.

Knobbies on FACEBOOK

The Knobbies now have a group page on Facebook. Create an
account, log in, and search “NC Knobbies”. You should see this
logo identifying the page. Join the group and that’s it. The group
page is all public content, and open for all members for free-range
activity. See you there!

Notes From Geno
We’ve gone from cold weather to record breaking highs, and all
the while wishing I was on my motorcycle just going anywhere.
As many of you already know I haven’t been able to ride much this
year due to a sickness in my family, so really looking forward to
the BMW Rally in Redmond.
If nothing happens Mike McSwain and I are hauling out to
Redmond, and I’m hoping to take a lot of the secondary roads
out. Some of the roads I have ridden part of, but a lot will be new
territory, so to say I’m excited is a total understatement. To any of
the Knobbies out there, just look for our Knobbie Central sign. I’ll
be carrying that out and flying it, so make sure and look us up.
On another note, most of you know we have scheduled our first
ever local Rally here in Morganton on September 24th–26th.
Everything seems to be falling in place with all our volunteers
doing their thing. I also had a great piece of news just yesterday.
We have a local blues band playing on Saturday night, and now we
can have a beer tent. It just astounds me how the City of Morganton
is receiving us. Just think, we have a special license issued just for
our event. Unreal and certainly appreciated.
Instead of writing another article, I have submitted an Ace of
Clubs article to the MOA for publishing. For those that don’t
belong to the MOA, I wanted to publish this article for everyone’s
amusement. As was said to me before, I write just like I talk, and
that is only in fluent redneck.
I hope everyone enjoys my article, and I also hope I don’t
offend anyone.
ACE of CLUBS
Let me say...I’m not going to make any apologies for advertising
the Knobbies. Our club is holding the first ever Ride the Blue
Ridge Rally in Morganton, North Carolina and I would like to
invite anyone who reads this article to come on down, up, or over
to our Rally in September. I don’t need to tell anyone how great
the riding is in Western North Carolina. I would tell anyone that
comes, “just make a left turn and you can’t go wrong.” Literally.
Understand one thing about the Knobbies. We are not your typical
BMW club, which has caused some consternation within the
Beemerphile group. We are an all brands club, however; we are
affiliated with both the RA and MOA. We always stress BMW
things first, but unfortunately, if we relied strictly on BMW riders,
our ranks would thin out dramatically.
The Knobbies have been involved with five National Rallies, both the
RA and the MOA. Our older members have about burned out working
so many national rallies, yet all of us continue to enjoy these events.
That is why the club was nearly unanimous when we decided to hold a
local rally. The City of Morganton, NC has completed a new Greenway
Project, Catawba Meadows Park, and the club thought this area would
make a great rally site. The Greenway has three covered pavilions, lots
and lots of room for camping, and of course great motorcycle roads all
around. Our past rallies in Morganton were at the fairgrounds, which
is good, but if you will check out our web site www.knobbies.org, I
think you will see the Greenway is a superb outdoor area.

When I approached the City of Morganton about holding a motorcycle
rally at Catawba Meadows, the first question I was asked was, “What
brand of motorcycles?” I said, “Well, all brands are welcome, but
mainly BMW”. The city spokesperson replied, “Oh, BMW! You
guys are always welcome and we (the city) would like to help cosponsor your event.” I could not believe what I was hearing.
Why would the City of Morganton be willing to co-sponsor a BMW
rally? Because, if you are new to the BMW scene, then be advised
both the MOA and the RA have held national rallies in Morganton,
and the City is welcoming you back for a more intimate camping and
motorcycling event. And believe me, the City is truly welcoming the
Beemer crowd back. In fact, all the local businesses that were initially
scared to death of the first BMW rally were asking when we would
come back. They had never met such a varied and nice crowd.
Our state is full of nice people who always say what they mean
and mean what they say. Sometimes this can come across as being
a little blunt, especially if you think that North Carolina is in the
deep South, however, you would be wrong. Yes, we are in the
South, but having lived in Tennessee and Georgia, I know that
we are a true border state. But make no mistake about it, come to
Morganton and we will extend to you true Southern Hospitality.
Now that I have my advertising in, let me tell you a little about
the Knobbies. As stated previously, we are not your typical BMW
club. We were formed in 1987 as an informal club, and then moved
to a formal status when our first President, Burt Brumfield took
over. Our second president, Terry Murray, served two terms, then
Hal Smith, and I am the current president. Only four people have
served as president, and I truly consider this one of the honors of
my life. Where else can you learn to herd cats?
The Knobbies are best known as an “informal” club. We ride first,
eat second, and ask questions later. I can’t think of a better way to
describe our club. New members are always somewhat skeptical
about the informality of our club. We meet twice a year, hold two
campouts and ride every Sunday. If a member wants to ride, he or
she usually hits the internet, or calls around, and we’re gone! New
members can be somewhat confused by our informality.
We have very experienced riders in our club, some who have been
from Key West to Alaska, one who did both in the same trip, Iron
Butt riders, GS riders and cruisers. We have a couple members
that are known far and wide within the BMW crowd, at least one
founding father of the RA, along with a lot of up and comers. We
have just about it all, and all within some of the best riding in the
US of A. We are very proud of our region.
We have riders who have been in every contiguous state (including
yours truly) and if you want to know where not to go, or where
to go, you need to join our Knobbies and ask. Before every long
distance trip I take, I always ask our distance riders, where would
you go if you were going “here”? Believe me, there is such a wealth
of talent and knowledge in our club it makes your head spin.
Well, enough bragging about our club. Just come on down to our
Rally and we will do our best not to disappoint.

My Horse of a Different Breed

Member Update from Abroad

For those of you who know me as a dyed-in-the-wool Beemer
rider, this will probably come as a surprise.

We do enjoy the Knobbies newsletter and staying up with some
of you this way.

Hal Smith told me to write about the horse that followed me home
last month -- you guessed it…a Gold Wing! He didn’t have to
twist my arm to tell you that I really like it!

Walt continues to develop his race bike. It ran last in Savannah,
and really looked pretty. I will send you a picture. He is not
proud of his last place, and I am proud that neither he nor the
bike were wrecked or sidelined. He still wants to race, so, maybe
we will keep you posted. He races with AHRMA, so, if you
watch the schedule and check with us, you may find us at one of
the somewhat local races.

by Ed Blackwelder

I had only ridden a Wing before as a demo at Bike Week. So I
got in, closed the door, and set the cruise control. Pretty soon,
and well before sundown, I was 700 miles down the road at the
Mississippi Dogwood Trail Rally.

by Lydia Sweatt

Finding a parking spot up near the registration area, I didn’t know
what to say when two Beemer riders walked up and asked “What
is that?” I could only answer by saying, “From now on I’ve got to
have more respect from my fellow Beemer riders.”
Seriously folks, I had a great 1,400 mile trip on my Wing. I came
home by the Natchez Trace Parkway and the Cherohala Skyway,
and was really impressed by how well the bike handled in the
twisties, but I already knew it was an interstate burning horse.
In retrospect, I only regret that I haven’t owned one sooner as a
complement to my several Beemers in the stable. Hal, you owe
me for this testimonial to your favorite product!

Currently his 1972 BMW racebike is the only bike we own, other
than another one he may build for a 2nd racebike. What kind of
blood do you reckon he has?
Please be in touch and drop by if you are ever down this way.
Much love,
Walt and Lydia Sweatt

ANNOUNCEMENTS
• RIDE the BLUE RIDGE
with the Knobbies
		
Catawba Meadows Park, Morganton, NC
September 24 – 26, 2010
• CRUISER Knobbies
The Knobbies are starting up a new group for
the easy-riding crowd. Contact Paul and
Sarah Phillips for more information at:
828-202-6851 or pvphillipsjr@gmail.com
• National Parks Tour
FYI: The National Parks Tour is for a 12-month
period, not for a calendar year.

2010 Spring Campout

Knobbies Spring Campout, May 2010
Blue Ridge Motorcycle Campground, Cruso, NC

Destinations With the Knobbies

Various photos from Knobbie rides throughout the
last quarter. Please visit the gallery page on the
Knobbies website for more images.

Destinations With the Knobbies

Various photos from Knobbie rides throughout the
last quarter. Please visit the gallery page on the
Knobbies website for more images.

Knobbies Classifieds

The Knobbies Classifieds can be utilized by club members for ads pertaining to sales items and motorcycling
services. You may advertise for friends and family, but please keep in mind that this page may change depending
on content. When you advertise, please keep the newsletter editor updated on what you are selling, and whether
or not your items have been sold, so they can be removed from the page. Please contact the newsletter editor
at purdy75@hotmail.com The Knobbies newsletter is a quarterly newsletter, so please keep that in mind when
submitting or updating any ads or services. Thank you.
1973 Norton 750........................................$7,500.00

1989 Honda Pacific Coast.........................$2,500.00

Women’s Tourmaster Solution Touring Boots..............$60.00
Size 7, Very good condition
Contact Sara Phillips - 828-320-2680

Corbin Canyon Dual Sport Seat for ST1300...............$450.00
Standard version for Honda ST1300. Black leather with silver
carbon fiber. Overall perfect condition. Purchased July 2009,
hardly used. Includes original Corbin factory packing.

4,700 Miles, one owner, all original, garage kept. Practically a
brand new Norton.
Contact Frank Mace - 828-437-1508

“WILL FIT A 1999–2006 ULTRA CLASSIC”

Corbin Seat, Honda Sound System, 93,000 miles
Contact Danny or Sharon Wilson: 828-381-4433

Contact Seth Purdy - 252-714-8875 or purdy75@hotmail.com

• 2-Intercom helmet headsets for Ultra Classic, size large.
................................................................................$125.00 each

“RIDING GEAR”

• 1-summer mesh jackets with body armor...............$75.00 each
• Fully Enclosed Trailer, 3’x4’.............................$1200.00 OBO
• Trailer w/mounted carrier and cooler..................$700.00 OBO
Contact Carroll Green
Home: 828-758-1710
Cell: 828-493-0991
This is a custom built trailer. A truly “one-of-a kind”!

Dianna’s Shop

Motorcycle Seat Upholstery

828-230-6851
828-684-5422
info@diannasshop.com
www.diannasshop.com

For Sale or Trade
XL Aerostich Darien Jacket–Knobbie price.............. $275.00
Old style gray/green. Includes electric liner (BMW style plug)
and back protector. The person I bought this from said it was
only used a couple of times, but I would estimate a couple of
seasons. Just broken in!!!! I have lost some weight and XL is
too big now. Would like to trade for large or sell. Hate to see
this jacket sit in the closet.
Call Mike McSwain 704-692-3490

Original and Custom Covers
Foam Repair
Foam shaping for custom seat comfort
Memory foam installation for all day riding comfort
Custom designs and exotic materials
Stock or aftermarket seats can be customized to your specifications
to improve the comfort and appearance of your seat.
We sew patches.
Call for an appointment!

RIDE SAFE!

July
• Little Sturgis Motorcycle Rally - July 10 – 18
Sturgis, KY - www.littlesturgisrally.net
• BMW MOA International Rally - July 15 – 18
Redmond, OR - www.bmwmoa.org/rally10
• BMW RA International Rally - July 29 – August 1
Green Mountain Energy Park, Pownal, VT
www.bmwra.org/rally

2010 Calendar of Events

December
• 2010 Christmas Party - TBA
For more calendar events, please visit the website at

www.knobbies.org

August
• Sturgis Motorcycle Rally - Aug. 9 – 15
Sturgis, SD - www.sturgis.com
• Daniel Boone Rally - Date TBA, KOA Campground - Boone, NC
www.carolinasbmwmoa.org/dbr.html
• Ride For Kids - Aug. 29th - Volunteer Knobbies needed for
assisting with the event - Lake Lure, NC
http://www.pbtfus.org/rideforkids/calendar/2010/asheville.html
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September
•RIDE the BLUE RIDGE with the Knobbies - Sept. 24 – 26
Morganton, NC - www.knobbies.org
• Survivors Fall Bike Rally - TBA
Cherokee, NC - www.cherokeerally.com
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September 2010
Morganton, NC

October
• Smoky Mtn. Bike Week - TBA
• Biketoberfest Rally - Oct. 14 – 17
Daytona, FL - www.biketoberfest.org
November - TBA

2603 Shady Grove Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612

Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter Newsletter #2, June, 2010
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KNOBBIES
September 24–26, 2010
with the

Catawba Meadows Park
701 Sanford Drive
Morganton, NC 28655
GPS Coordinates
Lat: 35°45.5596’ Long: 81°42.1646

September 2010

Pre-Registration Form

Morganton, NC

Please Print Clearly (One Attendee per Form):
First Name:__________________________________ Initial:______ Last Name:___________________________________________
Address Line 1: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address Line 2: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code: ___________________________
Phone:__________________________Cell:___________________________Email:____________________________________________
Will you be camping on site? ____________
Will you be camping or staying at a hotel off site (location): __________________________________________________________

2010 Rally Fees

Pre-Registered
$35.00 — Per Person (postmarked by August 31, 2010)
At the Rally
$40.00 — Per Person

$25.00 — Children Under 12

$20.00 — Children Under 12
$10.00 — Day Passes Only (*NO Meal Voucher or T-Shirt)

PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Envelopes must be postmarked by August 31, 2010. After that date, registration will only be taken
at the Registration Check-in at Catawba Meadows Park, Morganton, NC. Cash and Traveler’s Checks are accepted at Check-in gate.
NO CREDIT CARDS
Free T-Shirts and a Meal Voucher provided for the first 350 Registered (Please indicate shirt size below):
S_____

M_____

L_____

XL_____

XXL_____

Make Checks Payable to, and mail with Pre-Registration form to:
Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
PO Box 2426
Drexel, NC 28619
RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT - MUST BE SIGNED FOR REGISTRATION TO BE PROCESSED

I hereby give up all my rights to sue or make any claim for damages due to negligence or any other reason whatsoever against the NC Knobbies
Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter, Catawba Meadows Park, and the City of Morganton, NC, and its district organizations, sponsors, and all other
persons, participants or organizations conducting business with, or connected with this event, for any injury to property or person I may suffer,
including but not limited to crippling injury or death, while participating in the event, or while I am upon the event premises. I know the risks of
danger to myself and my property while preparing for and participating in the event and while on the event premises, and relying upon my own
judgment and ability, assume all such risks of loss and hereby agree to reimburse all costs to those persons or organizations connected with this
event for damages incurred as a result of my negligence. My motorcycle meets NC State noise and registration requirements.

Rider Name (Print)______________________________________Rider Signature________________________________________
Date_____________________________________

