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Knobbies – Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with about 200
international members. We meet every Sunday, rain or shine, for a day ride
to an unknown destination for lunch, then ride a different route home. Most
rides consist of about 200 to 300 miles and are usually confined to back roads.
Some of the popular destinations include state parks, Blue Ridge Parkway and
various locations in Virginia, Tennessee and South Carolina. Started and based as a BMW motorcycle organization,
the Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association and the BMW Motorcycle Organization of America.

You do not have to ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies.
We accept all types of motorcycles,
but we prefer responsible riders who enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

Sunday Rides
The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for breakfast and a
day ride. Group leaves between 9 – 9:30 AM. Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast and fellowship! First Sunday
of every month is “Picnic Sunday.”

From the President
Hello Knobbies,
Here we are in full-steam Spring. Pollen is out and creating havoc, and making our bikes all yellow. We've had a
couple of things to speak of lately. Richard Cook had a motorcycle accident. If you get a chance, go by and say hello.
I saw him and he is doing good. Hal Smith is recovering from open heart surgery! He's doing good as well. For those
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that don't know, he had 5-6 blockages in the front and back of his heart. They put in four grafts. We were able to
take a picnic ride and stop by to see him pre-surgery at Mission.
Coming up is the campout at Iron Horse. I always look forward to this every year. Everybody get your stuff together
and join us! Don't know if they have any rooms left, but always worth the call to find out. Then the Rally is coming.
Outside of that, we're just going to continue to meet for breakfast and ride.
From my personal side of things...I have to stress safety, and constantly watching the other person. I know we've all
been riding for several years, and we're really good at doing that. People, in general, have become a lot "dumber"
behind the wheel though. We've been watching this trend increase every year. Way to much distracted driving with
texting and other things going on. You would think that people would learn to put the phone down, but instead it
seems to have increased. I've been to, and heard of more, several motorcycle accidents lately, and a lot of the time I
personally can't really put all the fault in the rider. Not saying the rider didn't have any involvement in all of them,
but a lot is due to distracted driving where the "4-wheeler" was not paying attention. Just keep an eye out there on
the roadways, at intersections, and people pulled over on the side of the road. We have way more on our minds these
days than taking care of the task needed at hand, and people are getting hurt. So just a reminder, be safe out there!
So, next up...campout!!! See you there!!!
Seth
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Geno’s Corner
ONCE UPON A TIME
As the well-known story goes or rather starts, Once Upon a time.
Once upon a time this new to me GS machine, would have been an absolute dream to own, for different reasons than
now. You see I usta (anyone not from the south, look this one up) have this big, just huge need for speed. This was
not the kind of fast as I could go, but rather, how quick I could go, like a drag racer. So, when I brought this bike
home a couple weeks ago, my wife, Patsy, “Bless Her Heart”, comes in from work about dark thirty, walks into my
little shop, back to the house, and goes, “Why did you buy a Crotch Rocket”! Before anybody thinks a bad thought, I
really didn’t think anything about it, except for telling her, it’s not a Crotch Rocket. And, just let it lay. I hadn’t
installed the panniers as yet and it did resemble a Crotch Rocket.
Now I’m thinking, she had no idea how right she really was. These newer bikes are indeed Crotch Rockets. The very
next day, taking a left turn out of my house, I went thru first gear, then second, and decided to nail it in third gear!
Bad move as I almost went off the back of the thing. And these new machines have cruise control, which I waited
until they came out to get cruise. I have a case of old age creeping up called arthritis in my right arm, so cruise is
just invaluable on longer trips. Now I told my son, as long as I can throw a leg over a motorcycle, I’m good to go.
Thinking about that, I may have to go to a scooter.
I guess you can tell I really like these new GS’s, in spite of all their electronics, quirks, etc. Just typical BMW, I
guess, they keep adding more and more stuff to the point I can’t learn it all.
I had written most of this before our May 4th meeting and as I said to Chris Jernigan, it’s his show and tell. I was
concerned that with our new director that things would change, but to make a long story short, Chris was able to
work out a great deal for us through the Morganton Public Safety division and the Recreational Department to allow
us to use the facility as we had in the past. I want to thank Chris for all that he did. To say that I was surprised
would be an understatement. And, I enjoy just being with all the Knobbies.
I’m also looking forward to our campout. I think Patsy has about given up tent camping, long-distance riding, and so
on, so we’re camping in a room. I still enjoy hauling long distance and hanging out and tent camping. Just tons of
fun, and I hope I can keep it up as old age is not creeping up on me, but just coming at me with full force. Lots in the
club know exactly what I mean. I kid everybody when I say one more year after 65 is one more bone per year that
hurts,,,,permanently.
If anybody is heading out to the BMW rally in July, let us know since I’ll carry our Knobbie banner, hang it out and
hope to see a bunch of us out there. I’m sure it won’t be hot in Salt Lake City that time of the year.
Also, anyone who is going to any other campout or meeting, please pass on the fact that we’re have a September
Rally. Remember, all brands are welcome!!
See ya’ll at the meeting or at the Campout.
Geno

GOOD NEWS!
Richard Cook had an accident while riding in March and had a broken leg and ankle. He was in Carolina Rehab in
Icard, NC and is now convalescing at his son’s home.
Hal Smith, one of our Activities Directors, had open heart surgery in April. We’re happy to report that he is home.
Right now, he needs rest and quiet but appreciates everyone’s good wishes and prayers. When he is up to having
visitors, we will get the word out.
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On a sadder note
Kermit Eugene Easterling, age 72, and inventor of the Kermit Chair,
passed away March 27, 2017. Mr. Easterling was a veteran of the
U.S. Marines, and retired from IBM as a development manager after
25 years' service in 1991. A lifelong motorcycle tourer, he developed
and sold motorcycle camping products after his retirement.
He will be missed.

Our Illustrious Vice President’s Birthday Ride!
March 5th’s Picnic Ride was also our Vice President, PO Wilson’s, birthday ride to Pilot Mountain State Park!
We won’t divulge WHICH birthday he was celebrating.
Suffice it to say, it was a milestone!
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For Sale
A 2009 BMW 1200RT for sale.
It is in very good condition as the picture illustrates.
It has 15,000 miles and the tires, battery etc. are like new.
It has been serviced as BMW requires.
Asking $9500 as that is what the Kelly blue book and NADA suggests.
Thank you very much
Jamie McFarland
828-438-8858 or jali@charter.net

2009 LX King Bunkhouse LTD SE camping trailer
LX King means it has a king bed, includes a folding table, mattress and full zippered back window for making the
bed easier. The LTD pkg includes cooler, clothes caddy and Lanai screen room. The SE pkg is chrome tongue,
coupler and wheels as well as a 7-lamp LED lighter.
This one also includes the AC duct in the side if you want to add an air conditioner. Also, the vinyl cover you put on
after it is folded has a zippered pocket which holds 2 folding chairs. We also put a piece of carpet in a plastic bag to
put under the floor on the ground to keep from poking holes with rocks or sticks. It is also included.
New tires last year. Buddy bearings
The only way you can tell this unit is not brand new is that the awning is a little faded and the vinyl top has some
spots from being parked under trees on trips, I chose not to try too hard to clean them for fear of damaging the
integrity of the top. We have had no leaking problems from the top and did not want to cause any.
We have made several trips with this camper, it pulls good and after each trip it was cleaned thoroughly and stored
in our garage when not in use. I would class it from very good to excellent condition. Asking $4200 for the camper.
We also have a Gold Wing rear wheel with a car tire mounted which has about 8000 miles on it, looks new, will
probably get at least another 20,000 miles, Asking $250 for the wheel and tire.
Please contact Sue or Geoff Hooper at 704-585-6484 (home), 704-437-0379 (Sue's cell), 704-437-0380 (Geoff's cell) or
email Sue at ncmm1979@bellsouth.net
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Pre-Rally meeting notes
With the change in administration in Morganton last year, there were concerns about the effect it might have on our
Rally and our use of Catawba Meadows Park. Good news!! Pretty much, none! All they ask is that instead of
making a donation to the South Mountain Children and Family Services we specifically support the South Mountain
Children and Family Services Children’s Advocacy Center along with the Burke County Sheriff’s and Morganton
Public Safety Departments. So, we’ll see y’all at the Rally, right?

Calendar of Events
Spring/Summer Knobby Campout
Friday & Saturday

828-479-3864

June 2nd & 3rd, 2017
2017 BMWRA Rally Info
Riding the Tunnel of Trees
2017 BMWRA International Rally
Petoskey, Michigan
Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday
July 6th through July 9th

We've got a great location for the 2017 RA Rally in Petoskey, Michigan. Petoskey is located in Northwest corner of
Michigan's Lower Peninsula, about 50 miles below the "Big Mac" bridge.
The Emmet County fairground sits on a beautiful location above Lake Michigan's Little Traverse Bay on the
outskirts of Petoskey and will be our rally home base. Downtown Petoskey is about a mile and a half away and is
full of small specialty shops, restaurants, and "watering holes". http://www.petoskeydowntown.com/
The fairground's has a number of large updated buildings for our activities along with grandstands and "dirt area"
where we are looking into "GS" activities. Yes, there is plenty of nice grass for our "Green Eureka Timberlines" and
a number of full service hook-ups for the "Cushy" RVs.
More information is available on the BMWRA website; http://bmwra.org/news/national-rally and pre-registration is
now open. http://bmwra.org/ra-national-rally-registration
With Pre-registration you will save $15.00. You can also order Friday & Saturday meals and T-shirts. You will save
$4.00 per shirt by pre-order. Ladies shirts and long sleeves will only be available on pre-order.
It will be a great rally at a great location- Bob Alexander; Rally Chair
RA National Rally Registration | BMW RA

8th Annual Ride the Blue Ridge with the Knobbies
Supporting the Child Advocacy Center of
Southmountain Children & Family Services

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
September 15th, 16th & 17th

Reminder
The Knobbies have long supported the South Mountain Children and Family Services. If you’d like another way to
support them, you can through the Amazon Smile program. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to
support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite
charitable organization. You can choose from nearly one million organizations to support. You use the same account
on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby registry, and other account
settings are also the same.
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Article of interest
Hot Weather Riding
From: WingWorld Magazine (http://wingworldmag.com/wing_featured/hot-weather-riding/)
Posted 4/18/2016 (Edited for length. Please see website for full article.)
By Tom Austin, Iron Butt Association Tech Advisor.

WHY MESH RIDING-SUITS DON’T WORK IN EXTREME CONDITIONS
Human bodies exchange heat with their surroundings in four primary ways: convection, conduction, radiation and
evaporative cooling (from perspiration). When ambient temperatures are below the body’s normal temperature of 98.6 F,
all of these pathways can provide cooling. The higher the wind speed, the more cooling there is from convection. But
when ambient temperatures rise above 98.6 F, only evaporative cooling can work. More importantly, too much wind
becomes a bad thing. There is a limit to our body’s perspiration rate and when the wind speed uses up all of the available
perspiration, more wind increases convective heating. This is the opposite of wind chill.
What this means is that you do not want to maximize the wind against your skin when the temperature gets extreme.
Mesh suits, or wearing just a lightweight shirt, are not the right approach. You will actually stay cooler with a conventional
suit with the vents adjusted so there is a more moderate airflow across your skin.

You have to carry much more water to ride in 110 degrees Fahrenheit-plus temperatures
When temperatures are below 98.6 F, you may perspire less than 1 quart per day. But when the need for evaporative
cooling kicks in, your perspiration rate can increase to 1.5 quarts per hour. If you aren’t drinking 1.5 quarts per hour under
extreme conditions, you will start becoming dehydrated. Your perspiration rate will decrease, you will feel hotter, your
heart rate will increase, and your judgment will start to become clouded. I carry an insulated 1-gallon cooler with a drinking
tube attached when I know I will be riding long distances in hot weather
Based on my personal experience and research, there is a world of difference between 100-105 F and 115 F in terms of
how much water you need. A half quart per hour is more typical of what’s required near 100 F. You might even be able to
run without water for several hours at about 100 F and make up the deficit by drinking at lot at your next fuel stop. But at
115 F, the level of dehydration you will be experiencing between fuel stops is excessive; you will definitely experience
heat exhaustion and possibly heat stroke.

Why you might not want to be wearing shorts under your riding suit
Some popular bikes have “issues” with high levels of engine heat. My K1200GT makes the lower half of my legs warmer
than on my K1200LT, but it’s never been a problem for me, until this trip. Air passing through the radiator on both the LT
and GT exits at the side of the fairing just in front of the rider’s legs. On the LT, the hot air is blown far enough away from
the bike that it does not impinge on the rider’s legs. On the GT, the fairing is not quite as wide and you can feel heat from
the radiator on your lower legs. The heat I feel on the GT is clearly less than the heat I’ve felt riding other bikes, such as
the FJR1300. But on this trip, the heat became a problem. I rode for a long stretch with a slight crosswind, which
increased the amount of radiator discharge that impinged on my right leg. It got very uncomfortable. When I stopped for
the night, I discovered that I had second-degree burns on the back of my right calf. This wouldn’t have happened if I had
been wearing long pants under my Aerostich. Under identical conditions, I did not get burned wearing blue jeans under
the riding suit.
This problem showed up for the first time because the radiator discharge temperature is directly related to the ambient
temperature. Although engines run hotter in hot weather, they actually discharge about the same amount of heat energy
into the radiator. That heat energy raises the temperature of the radiator
discharge the same amount that it does at lower ambient temperatures. At 100
F, the radiator discharge might be 140 F and it might get knocked down to 110
F before it impinges your leg. It feels very warm, but it won’t burn you. If the
ambient is 15 F higher, your leg might be exposed to 125 F and you can
eventually get burned if your leg isn’t insulated from the radiator discharge.
This chart is according to data from the National Burn Center:
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The only thing protecting you from being burned when your bare skin is exposed to ambient temperature of 113 F or
higher is evaporative cooling and the cooling of the skin surface by blood flow. To be protected from radiator discharge
temperatures in excess of 113 F, you need insulation between your skin and the hot air stream. What I painfully
discovered is that the insulation provided by an Aerostich suit is not enough.
How to self-identify: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/heatillness.html.
How to help someone if they have heat exhaustion or heat stroke. http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/fi rst-aid-heatexhaustion/FA00020.

Request to all Knobbies!
Please be sure to provide the club with the e-mail address you would like to receive the newsletter. This is one of
the primary purposes of asking everyone to complete a renewal form each year. The form may be found on our
website or ask any club officer. You can copy the form to your computer, fill it out and e-mail it or snail mail it or
hand it to any club officer at a Sunday breakfast or any other club function.

Knobbies on Facebook
There is a group page on Facebook where Knobbies can post messages and photos. To access it, create an account,
log in and search for “NC Knobbies”. All content on the group page is public and open for all members’ activity.

2603 Shady Grove Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
info@knobbies.org
Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter Newsletter—May, 2017
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