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About the Knobbies
The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with
about 200 international members. We meet every Sunday for a
dayride to an unknown destination for lunch, then ride a different
route home. Most rides consist of about 200 to 300 miles, and are
usually confined to backroads. Some of the popular destinations
include state parks, Blue Ridge Parkway, and various locations in
Virginia, Tennessee, and South Carolina.
Started and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the
Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association and the
BMW Motorcycle Organization of America. You do not have to
ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies. We accept all types
of motorcycles, but we prefer responsible riders who enjoy the
touring aspect of motorcycling.

Weekly Sunday Rides
The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant
(I-40 Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for breakfast and a day ride. Group
leaves between 9–9:30 AM. Even if you can’t ride, join us for
breakfast and fellowship! First Sunday of every month is “Picnic
Sunday.”

IMPORTANT UPDATE
If your address or email address has changed, please notify
the club with the new information. Also, if you would like to
STOP receiving the printed version of the newsletter, and just
receive the electronic version through email, also please notify
the club. You can be removed from the physical mailing list.

Newsletter Information
If you would like to submit an article, photos or provide other
information pertinent to the Knobbies organization, please submit
information to the newsletter editor. Remember also, the newsletter
is available on the Knobbie Website on the Newsletters page. All
information in the newsletter is subject to approval by the editor(s).

You’re traveling through another dimension, a dimension
not only of sight and sound but of mind; a journey into a
wondrous land whose boundaries are that of imagination.
That’s the signpost up ahead — your next stop, Knobvile.

Letters from Geno
God and Motorcycles.
I know that the above title may not be politically correct
especially since I just scrapped a whole article I had
written.
As many of you know I subscribe to a number of
motorcycle magazines and two of my favorite authors
are Fred Rau and Clement Salvadore. When these
magazines arrive, I usually read these guys first. I have
often said to myself time and time again how these
two seem to be crawling in my head about things I’m
thinking or observations I make. So, I wonder if I will
read about my thoughts in their next issue.
So, why the above title? If you didn’t know, my Mom
passed away after a long and difficult year. However,
don’t weep for me, celebrate the fact that my Mom
passed at 91 years of age and had a long and hard time
trying to recover from broken ribs and an arm. I am
sure there are lots of Knobbies that have gone through
this or going through similar circumstances.
Along with my loss, Bonnie Arnold’s Mom passed
away just the next day. Quite the shock for them as I’m
sure this was totally unexpected.
As motorcyclist, we typically are more risk takers
than the average person or motorists. We also seem to
accept passing away with what seems to me as a little
more humility. So, after all this, I’ve told Patsy when
I pass on, celebrate the fact that I made it as long as I
have and have enjoyed my life.
With mom’s passing, I just had to write about this. If you
or someone you know does not believe in the afterlife,
listen up. I don’t care if you believe in Allah, Buddha,
God or whatever. But, I have been rewarded with tale
after tale from members of Hospice concerning what
most of them call “angels”.
When mom first went to Hospice, Burke County, I
innocently asked the nurses there if they had ever
seen what I was calling “ghosts”. They immediately
informed me of not one but several times they have
seen angels. For instance, one lady who passed had
four human like Smokey clouds trailing right behind
her as she was taken by hearse to the funeral home.
Or, how about the tale from the staff at the Catawba
facility? Here a lady had been in palliative care for nine
months. Each and every time someone died, she would
either name them or give a description, all without ever
seeing these people. What is so interesting is this lady

did not talk about two individuals. When she was asked
why she did not speak about these two individuals, she
said she did not speak about people who were going to
hell. Wow, did that get my attention. In addition, the
staff person also said that when the next of kin came
to claim one of the bodies, no one wanted to visit him
because he was such a mean person. What can I say?
Then the very next day, Sharon Wilson forwards an
email me with several neat things about motorcycles
and God, so did not that set me off and thinking? You
bet it did.
So, the question I have, is dear Lord, can I ride a
motorcycle on up to heaven when I pass? I don’t
consider myself to be a really super religious person,
but I can sure tell you I believe in the Supreme Being
and also trying to be as good a person as I can be (in
spite of all my faults). If anyone you know doesn’t
believe in the afterlife, I dare them to spend a few
weeks around Hospice.
In my opinion Knobbies as a whole has some of the
best people I have ever met, period! We all have that
common factor of loving to be outdoors, loving to ride,
just loving life in general. Probably the most upbeat
bunch I have ever met, again, period. I suspect every
Knobbie I know sure won’t wind up in the lower
chamber of hell.
In addition to all the above, just think of where we live.
The latest AMA magazine has written up the top 15
roads in the US, and guess what? Three are in North
Carolina and all within a couple hours ride of here.
The Blue Ridge Parkway came in number two. I was
surprised that Bear Tooth pass was number one. How
about Cherahola, or the Snake or all the others?
I have submitted an AMA article to our new Newsletter
Editor. This was written by a Japanese gentleman who
had moved to America and had taken up his favorite
pastime of dirt biking. Little did he know about the US
as I have found most Japanese to be. How big we are
and how much space we have. Read the article and his
comments. I have been to Japan three times, so this
article really hit home. We, here in the US, have no
idea how great our country really is. By the way, Japan
is about the same size as California with a population
of 128,000,000. To put that in perspective, California’s
population is about 38,000,000.
We have started work on our Rally coming up this
September 22-25th. I have a ball at these rallies and
look for all the support we can get. Everyone I talked
to who attended last year’s Rally had a great time,

especially the guys from Florida. Each one said they
would be back this year and bringing more with them.
We hope to make this year’s event bigger and better.
If anyone would like to volunteer, please let me know.
We can use all the help we can get. Remember, we
are helping to sponsor a great organization, The South
Mountain Children’s Home.
So, for anyone coming to our Rally, just remember,
we are in some of the best riding in the Eastern US,
and for me, riding is just another little slice of heaven.
Hmmm, I’m still wondering if I can ride off into the
sunset, peacefully. I sure hope to do a lot more of that
while I’m alive too! And return safely! Actually, I like
to ride off at Sunrise and head West.
One last thought. I’d really like to thank Scott
Bowman for taking over the newsletter. Our only way
of communication for a lot of our Knobbies is the
Newsletter and our Web Site. Thanks again to Seth
Purdy for all the work on our Rally shirt and the Web.
Thanks guys!! Safe riding to all this year.
Geno

Terry Murray
(1952 – 2011)
Terry was one of the pioneers in the history of the
Knobbies. He served as the chapter president for nine
years.
Terry was a pledged BMW owner/rider, and like any
good Knobbie he was always willing to lending a
helping hand to all.
Terry and Shelba served as Co-Chairmen for the
Pediatric Brain Tumor Association® which hosts the
Asheville Ride for Kids®.
In 1996 after attending the MOA National in Morganton,
Terry and Shelba loaded up their 1983 R100RT BMW
with camping gear and off to Alaska they went
Terry had the desire to become a beekeeper and an
airplane pilot, He mastered them both well. So when
the Master came for him on that Friday afternoon in
March,Terry lay down next to his beehives and gave
him his ALL…
Terry Murray will be remembered and missed by all
who had the opportunity to know and ride with him.
By: Danny & Sharon Wilson

Master is Dead
by F.W. Moorman
Bees, bees, sad tidings I bear
Bees, bees, murmurin’ low
Cauld in his grave lies your master dear
Bees, bees, murmurin’ low
No more he’ll fettle his sickle for corn
No more he’ll ride to the sound of the horn
No more he’ll come to your hive of a morn
Bees, bees, murmurin’ low
Look, darling* bees, I’m winding black crape,
Bees, bees, murmurin’ low;
Slowly an sadly your hive I must drape,
Bees, bees, murmurin’ low;
Else you will sicken and waste right away,
Heart-broken bees, now your master is clay:
Or, maybe, you’ll leave us with the dawn of the day,
Bees, bees, murmurin’ low:
Shall I bring you your share of the feast?
Bees, bees, murmurin’ low;
Cakes and ale and wine you must taste,
Bees, bees, murmurin’ low;
Give some to the queen on her golden throne,
There’s plenty to feed both worker and drone
Oh! don’t let us fend for ourselves alone;
Bees, bees, murmurin’ low.
It is said that when a beekeeper passes away, one must
go to his hives and whisper this poem to his bees to let
them know that their master has departed. This honors
both the bees and their beekeeper.

My Old Slash 2
by Wes Stevenson
Black and chrome and dusty
with its leather saddle low.
Jugs protruding outward
where the cooler breezes blow.
Couple decades come and gone
she’s weathered well the years.
Now my hands are on her grips
and climbing through her gears.
Some old cycles really whine
while others simply squawk.
But there’s a few, a precious few
who’s pipes can really talk.
A sound thats deep and solid
seems to grab me through and through.
When I open up the slides
on my old slash 2
She idles oh so slowly
gently rockin’ side-to-side.
Tappets tic-tap-tappin’
pistons pumpin’ me with pride.
The gearbox clunks contently
and the spokes begin to spin.
Hear it barkin’ through the baffles
ganst the rustlin’ of the wind.
The throttle sets a certain gate
while with me on the streets.
Cars have drivers bobbin’ heads
to some broadcasted beat.
They spend their fortunes searchin’
for that tuned-in perfect sound.
The perfect pitch, the perfect mix
can such a thing be found?
Then reaching down another gear
I share with them a clue.
As I open up the slides
on my old slash 2.

Mounting Car Tires on Motorcycles - Shop Talk
Reprinted with permission from Motorcycle Cruiser
Magazine
Tech Matters
From the July, 2009 issue
By Mark Zimmerman
I know there are enough riders mounting car tires on
their motorcycles to warrant discussion, but as a topic
of personal interest it ranks pretty low on my totem
pole. For starters, it’s not something that has a huge
impact on the general population. Loud pipes, for example, attract a lot of unwarranted attention, a fat tire,
not so much, so as far as social impact goes the issue
is a non-starter. Secondly, I’ve known guys that have
been running car tires on their bikes since the early
60’s. Since none of them are running amok leaving
havoc and mayhem in their wake, I’d have to think the
practice is fairly innocuous, although one of them has
been known to say nasty things about his ex-wife.
I mean it’s your bike and your hide, so if you feel comfortable mounting a gigantic car tire to the rear of your
VTX have at it.
Bottom line, even if mounting a car tire to a motorcycle
rim isn’t something I condone, nor for that matter do
the tire or motorcycle manufacturers, it certainly isn’t
something I feel compelled to rail about in these pages.
However I recently received e-mail from a fellow that
subscribes to the Darkside, (http://mcdarksiders.forumotion.com) which is forum for car/motorcycle tire
conversion enthusiasts. It stated in part that “the number of riders going to a car tire is growing by leaps and
bounds and I think it (the use of car tires) needs to be
tested by pros and the information published,” So I suppose some comment is expected.
At the risk of sounding argumentative, not that it’s ever
stopped me before, I’d point out that both the tire and
the motorcycle manufacturers have already done plenty of testing, and that’s exactly why new motorcycles
come with the tires they do, It’s also why both warn
against fitting anything but an approved motorcycle tire
to a motorcycle. I’d also suggest that if we mounted a
car tire to a test bike, and then wadded the thing up,
we’d be left holding a large and very messy legal bag
that no one, especially no one employed in the legal
department at Motorcycle Cruiser, would be interested
in taking off our hands.

Now normally that’d be the end of the discussion, but
I like to think I’m an open-minded type of guy, so I
clicked on to the Darkside forum to see what it had to
say. It was enlightening. In some respects these guys
do make a reasonable case for themselves. Particularly
since, as one poster noted, “This mod is for a cruiser
only because by the time we get leaned close to getting
off the tread and onto the sidewalls, we are dragging
everything on our bikes and couldn’t lean any more if
we wanted to.”
Their contention is that using a car tire on the rear of
their motorcycles, (and let me be clear on that point,
nowhere did I see anything suggesting that using a car
tire on the front of the bike was a good idea,) offers certain advantages, primarily: car tires are cheaper and last
longer than bike tires, and they also offer a smoother
ride. While the last raised my eyebrows the first two are
reasonable points, so I can certainly understand why
the owner of a big inch road burner, particularly one
that racks up lots of miles and burns through two or
three tires a year would find the idea intriguing.
But here’s the problem; Car tires are fundamentally unsuited for use on motorcycles. Moreover, that’s not just
my opinion but also the opinion of every tire engineer
I’ve ever discussed this with. We all understand that
the dynamics of motorcycles and cars are vastly different. As such, they demand different types of tires and
at the risk of great over simplification I’d point out that
if a car type tire worked well on a motorcycle everything from a moped to a MotoGP bike would be wearing them as standard equipment. The fact that they can
even be used on a big cruiser says more about the way
those bikes are designed and ridden than it does about
the suitability of using a car tire on one.
According to most of what I read on the Darkside (and
similar forums) none of that matters. Some dispute the
facts provided by the tire manufacturers and at least one
guy said he didn’t much care what the facts were. He
liked his car tire and even if side by side testing showed
that the motorcycle tire was superior, he was going to
keep on running it. It’s hard to argue with logic like
that.
Knowing what I do about the dynamics of motorcycles,
(and to be fair here I’m not a big fan of overly wide
motorcycle tires either) I think I’ll put my faith in the
engineering staffs at Dunlop, Avon, and Metzler etc,
and stick with motorcycle tires on my bikes, at least until someone can prove me wrong. Along those lines, I’ll

make a standing offer to any Darksider. Since I don’t
own a motorcycle that’ll accept a car tire, and I’m fairly
sure Honda would have a hemmorage if I installed one
on my long term VTX, I’m going to ask one of you
guys to hook me up. If you’re game, we’ll meet some
sunny Sunday and take a ride. I’ll show you some of
my favorite roads and I’ll even spring for lunch. If the
car tire works as well as you say it does, I’ll be happy
to say so in print, you’ve got my and Motorcycle Cruiser’s word on it. Any takers?

RIDE thE BLUE RIDGE

Rally Location

KNOBBIES
September 22–25, 2011
wIth thE

Catawba Meadows Park
701 Sanford Drive
Morganton, NC 28655
GPS Coordinates
Lat: 35°45.5596’ Long: 81°42.1646

Pre-Registration Form

Please Print Clearly (One Attendee per Form):
First Name:__________________________________ Initial:______ Last Name:___________________________________________
Address Line 1: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Address Line 2: _______________________________________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________________ State: _________ Zip Code: ___________________________
Phone:__________________________Cell:___________________________Email:____________________________________________
Will you be camping on site? ____________
Will you be camping or staying at a hotel off site (location): __________________________________________________________

2011 Rally Fees

Pre-Registered
$35.00 — Per Person (postmarked by August 31, 2011)
At the Rally
$40.00 — Per Person

$25.00 — Children Under 12

$20.00 — Children Under 12
$10.00 — Day Passes Only (*NO Meal Voucher or T-Shirt)

PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Envelopes must be postmarked by August 31, 2011. After that date, registration will only be taken
at the Registration Check-in at Catawba Meadows Park, Morganton, NC. Traveler’s Checks and Cash are accepted at check-in.
NO CREDIT CARDS
Free T-Shirts and a Meal Voucher provided for the first 150 Registered (Please indicate shirt size below):
S_____

M_____

L_____

XL_____

XXL_____

Make Checks Payable to, and mail with Pre-Registration form to:
Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
PO Box 2426
Drexel, NC 28619
RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT - MUST BE SIGNED FOR REGISTRATION TO BE PROCESSED

I hereby give up all my rights to sue or make any claim for damages due to negligence or any other reason whatsoever against the NC Knobbies
Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter, Catawba Meadows Park, and the City of Morganton, NC, and its district organizations, sponsors, and all other
persons, participants or organizations conducting business with, or connected with this event, for any injury to property or person I may suffer,
including but not limited to crippling injury or death, while participating in the event, or while I am upon the event premises. I know the risks of
danger to myself and my property while preparing for and participating in the event and while on the event premises, and relying upon my own
judgment and ability, assume all such risks of loss and hereby agree to reimburse all costs to those persons or organizations connected with this
event for damages incurred as a result of my negligence. My motorcycle meets NC State noise and registration requirements.

Rider Name (Print)______________________________________Rider Signature________________________________________
Date_____________________________________

Knobbies Classifieds
The Knobbies Classifieds can be utilized by club members for ads pertaining to sales items and motorcycling
services. You may advertise for friends and family, but please keep in mind that this page may change depending
on content. When you advertise, please keep the newsletter editor updated on what you are selling, and
whether or not your items have been sold, so they can be removed from the page. Please contact the
newsletter editor with updates. The Knobbies newsletter is a quarterly newsletter, so please keep that in mind
when submitting or updating any ads or services. Thank you.
“WILL FIT A 1999–2006 ULTRA CLASSIC”
• 2-Intercom helmet headsets for Ultra Classic, size large.
................................................................................$125.00 each
“RIDING GEAR”
• 1-summer mesh jackets with body armor.......................$75.00
• Fully Enclosed Trailer, 3’x4’..................................Best Offer
• Trailer w/mounted carrier and cooler.....................Best Offer
Contact Carroll Green
Home: 828-758-1710
Cell: 828-493-0991
This is a custom built trailer. A truly “one-of-a kind”!

For Rent: A-Frame Mountain House
Burnsville, North Carolina, 3 Bedroom, 2 Bath,
Located midway between Mt. Mitchell and Roan Mtn., 15
miles from the Blue Ridge
Parkway, 45 miles from
Asheville
Rental $500.00 per week,
$250.00 for 3-day weekend
Contact Matthew Mims:
864-980-8248
motomatt90s@yahoo.com

For Sale: Corbin Dished Seat for KLR650
Contact Bigbird at knobnews@charter.net
$250.00 or trade

For Sale: 2008 R1200rt
Contact Joseph Famulary at lonewarrior43@charter.net

Dianna’s Shop
Motorcycle Seat Upholstery

828-230-6851 828-684-5422
info@diannasshop.com www.diannasshop.com
Original and Custom Covers, Foam Repair, Foam shaping for
custom seat comfort, Memory foam installation for all day
riding comfort
Custom designs and exotic materials
Stock or aftermarket seats can be customized to your specifications
to improve the comfort and appearance of your seat.
We sew patches.

Reprinted with permission from AMA

GUEST COLUMN

LIVING HIS DREAM...

I grew up in Yokohama, Japan. Inspired by watching
Paris-Dakar rallies on television in the late 1980s, I was
enthralled by off-road riding when I was in high school.
But I had no way to get a dirtbike, and hadn’t even ridden
a minibike. I ﬁnally was able to get a used dual-sport in
college, but my “off-road” riding was limited to the few
gravel roads I could ﬁnd on weekends. It was common for
me to ride 50 miles on asphalt to reach just 10 miles of
gravel. Finally, after college, I was able to venture off the
beaten path, mostly on small loops in ﬂat riverbeds.
It was my modest off-road world. Little did I know that
there was a whole universe out there just waiting for me to
discover.
In the early 2000s, my career took me to the U.S.
Midwest—Ohio, speciﬁcally. Although I was aware of the
off-road scene in the United States from Japanese dirtbike
magazines, it was still foreign to me. Finally, in 2006, I was
able to experience it myself. I had a bike of my own and
had found a few friends to show me around.
Our ﬁrst trips were to the Wayne National Forest. My
new friends encouraged me to get an all-terrain vehicle,
but I stuck to my plan and stayed with
Naturally, I had to step it up. Next,
the dirtbike. I was having a great time
I started following the local enduro
riding with my ATV buddies, but you
series, the AMA-sanctioned Appalachian
know what happened next. I needed
Championship Enduro Series, or ACES.
dirtbike buddies!
Getting started at the age of 38, I was
I found them, but I was a newbie and
really nervous before the start at my ﬁrst
I dropped the bike countless times and
enduro. With the help of my friends, I
often got stuck. And I always found
managed and although I didn’t ﬁnish
some broken or missing parts after
Mark and his riding buddies
enjoying Perry State Forest
that ﬁrst one, I had a great feeling.
every ride. The trails in Ohio are much
At my second enduro, though, I did
more difﬁcult and totally different from
ﬁnish! I was thrilled and extremely satisﬁed. I will never
where I rode in Japan. Ohio’s Perry State Forest is another
forget how I felt that day, fourth out of 19 riders in the C
of my favorite public riding areas. I could not believe the
class at the Peace Pipe Enduro in Greenville, Ohio. Hey,
permit to ride there was only around $30 for three years.
I know nobody cares about who ﬁnished fourth place
I was hooked! I kept riding as much as possible. I even
in the C class, but to me it felt like one of my greatest
tried some local hare scrambles and the Ironman Grand
accomplishments, and provided more motivation than I
National Cross Country race in 2007.
would ever need to keep riding for life.
Soon after, I discovered dual-sport rides. These rides
Unfortunately, that motivation is not enough to overcome
were amazing and captured my heart. More than 10 miles
a career situation that is destined to take me back to my
of continuous trail riding is virtually impossible in Japan.
home country. Soon, I will have to leave my dirtbike and
But here, in a typical AMA-sanctioned dual-sport ride, you
this wonderful riding behind.
never ride the same trail twice in one 100-mile ride, and
Take good care of it, my fellow AMA members, and
there is amazing variety: woods, hills, rocks, tree roots,
above all appreciate and protect what you have. It’s truly
sand, river crossings—everything! I have ridden both local
heaven on Earth.
and national dual-sport events as often as possible since,
and I always meet a bunch of friendly people there. I have
AMA member and amateur enduro racer Mark Terashita
made a lot of friends through dual-sport riding, and they
currently lives in Sidney, Ohio.
are very precious to me now.

Photos Dan Focht

Japanese National Finds Heaven In U.S. Midwest
By Mark Terashita

2011 Calendar of Events
April
• Smokey Mountain Bikefest - April 29 thru May 1 - Gatlinburg, TN
www.smokeymountainbikefest.com
• Georgia Mountain Rally - April 29 thru May 1 - Hiawassee, GA
www.bmwmoga.com
May
• Myrtle Beach Bike Week - May 13 –22 - Myrtle Beach, SC
www.myrtlebeachbikeweek.com
• 23rd Annual Great Chicken Rally - May 26-29 - Huntsville, AL
www.bmwmoal.org
• Rolling Thunder XX Ride to the Wall - May 20 – 23 - Washington DC
www rollingthunder1.com
June
• Americade - June 7 – 11 (Pre-regesterd Americaders can check in on June 6th)
Lake George, NY - www.tourexpo.com
• Airheads 19th Annual Gathering of Clans — June 10 -12
High Country Motorcycle Campground - Ferguson, NC
www.bmwairheads.org
• 2011 Knobbies Spring/Summer Campout - June 11-12
Ironhorse Motorcycle Lodge - Stecoah, NC
• 2011 Motorcycle and Scooter Annual ‘Ride To Work Day’ - June 20
• BMW RA International Rally - June 30 – July 3
Chippewa Falls, WI - www.bmwra.org/rally
July
• BMW MOA International Rally - July 21 – 24
Bloomsburg, PA - www.bmwmoa.org

3474 Icard Dairy Barn Rd.
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
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August
• Sturgis Motorcycle Rally - Aug. 8 – 14
Sturgis, SD - www.sturgis.com
• Daniel Boone Rally - August 11-14 — KOA Campground - Boone, NC
www.carolinasbmwmoa.org
• Ride For Kids - Aug. 28th - Volunteer Knobbies needed for
assisting with the event - Lake Lure, NC
http://www.pbtfus.org/rideforkids/
September
• 2nd Annual Ride the Blue Ridge with the Knobbies Rally - September 22-25
Catawba Medows Park - Morganton, NC - www knobbies.org
October
• Biketoberfest Rally - Oct. 13-16 — Daytona, FL - www.biketoberfest.org
November
• Lone Star Rally - Nov. 3-6 — Galveston, TX - www.lonestarrally.com
December
• 2011 Christmas Party - TBA

For more calendar events,
please visit the website at
www knobbies.org

