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Inside this issue:

May 2 - 4, 2014
Iron Horse Motorcycle Lodge in Stecoah, NC
Iron Horse offers full cabin rentals, comfortable cabin rooms, creek side tent camping/rental, RV
hook-ups and bunkhouse accommodations.
Contact Iron Horse: Telephone 828-479-3864, or EMAIL

Sunday Rides
The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106,
Morganton, NC) for breakfast and a day ride. Group leaves between 9–9:30 AM.
Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast and fellowship! First Sunday of every
month is “Picnic Sunday.”

Knobbies on Facebook
There is a group page on Facebook where Knobbies can post messages and photos. To
access it, create an account, log in and search for “NC Knobbies”. All content on the
group page is public and open for all members’ activity.
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From the President...
Happy New Year Knobbies!
Here we are in 2014, cranking
up the new year with lots of
events and riding. Let’s start
off with what is happening,
and run down some of the high
points from the Business
Meeting.

of South Mountain, will be getting with us to
determine a date that works for them and we will plan
accordingly and announce when that will happen. For
those that don’t know, Chris has developed a
motorcycling program, through Honda, for the kids at
South Mountain.
This picnic ride is to demonstrate more of the joys of
motorcycling. Since the picnic rides are designed so
that everything is brought on bikes, the same idea
applies here as well. However, due to the sheer
number of people, some things will be dropped off in
advance. But, the main goals here are to show that
there are other sides of motorcycling and setting a
good positive example for the younger generations. I
would also like any ideas for motorcycle games that
we could get the kids to participate in…something like
the slow ride or maybe a cone-weave slow ride…
something that helps with demonstrating handling
and precision techniques. All of you guys have been to
several rallies and have seen many different things.
Let’s combine ideas and see if we can get the kids to
join in. Let’s teach if we can…let’s pass on
motorcycling knowledge. Like I said, it’s about a
different side to motorcycling and a positive example
to riding. Most kids today do not really see that. And
when they pass you in a car, face against the glass,
and waving…your wave back is about the only
interaction you have with them. Here’s a chance to
interact one-on-one and keep up the interest for some
future riders.

The Spring Campout will be held again this year at
Iron Horse in Stecoah, NC. It will be May 2–4, so get
your reservations in now. They are not open yet, but
are apparently checking messages and taking
reservations. Cabins will fill up fast, so lock them in if
you want them. At the same time of the
campout is the Georgia
Mountain Rally. So, if
anyone is interested, you
may be able to attend both in the same weekend.
Some riders may go down for a day ride, since it is
right down the road from Iron Horse.
The rally is slated for September 19–21. Gene is
building the info for that and the posting of it will be
coming. If anyone has any ideas for a scenic logo, I’m
taking suggestions. The past years have seen
Grandfather Mountain, Table Rock, Shortoff and
Wilson Creek. I would like suggestions of interesting
landmarks such as mountains, that are ridden during
the rides. The more interesting the landmark, the
better the scene and the better memory. For example,
Mount Jefferson is a local landmark however, it does
not make an interesting scene in a logo. Mount
Mitchell unfortunately, is the same way. But I am
thinking about toying with Mount Mitchell this year,
unless someone else has a better idea.

Like I said, all members are invited…the more bikes,
the more diversity, the better. The club is footing the
bill on this one, but I have to plug in that any
donations would be greatly appreciated as well!

Something new for this year is a
Sunday cookout at South Mountain
Children’s Home. This is going to be a
club-sponsored event and all members
are invited. We donate regularly to
South Mountain for it is a good cause
and it’s good that we help others out.
However, though we help financially,
we haven’t really done anything as a group with the
organization. So, a decision was passed at the
Business Meeting that we would hold a Sunday picnic
ride at the site and would provide the food and drinks
for everyone at South Mountain including families,
kids and staff. Chris Jernigan, Knobbie and Director

Congratulations to the award winners at the Business
Meeting! And a big congrats
to Daryl and Penny Carswell for jointly winning the
Knobbiest Knobbie! Daryl
and Penny have been active
members for about the last
15 years and they have
done a lot for the club over
those years. Thank you for
your support and your
engagement.
(continued on the next page)
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John Wilson…if you are reading this…you might now
learn that you received the Knobbies President's Award.
Congrats to you too! We know you are not here all the
time, but when you are, you are doing something with
the Knobbies. For those that don’t know, John has been
a member for quite a while and comes up from Florida to
most of the Knobbies big events. As an example, and as I
and many have noticed especially at the rallies, John is
the first up getting things ready each day and last to
leave every night. Thank you for dedication!

mechanical speedo) to get the desired outcome. It is a big
problem, and other band-aid solutions are not proving to
be helpful. So, if anyone knows someone, somewhere,
something, please let me know. If anyone has been down
this road and has any good advice…I’m all ears!
That’s all I have for now. For those of you not riding due
to weather, I feel for you. But you can start getting gas
in your tanks, checking your tires, changing that oil and
getting ready for spring. It’s coming! Looking forward to
a great Knobbies riding year.

Finally, I’m going to put a personal plug for help in here.
We, as an organization cover a pretty good area of the
globe, and therefore our connections can run very deep. I
have a 2004 BMW Rockster with iABS…well…no iABS
anymore. I have run into an electrical snafu with the
ABS control module and have lost my speedometer/
odometer. If anyone has a connection or a way to get a
hold of an old, unused, junked, wrecked, defunct iABS
module, please let me know. I really only need the
Goodbye winter!
electronic side of the module. Unfortunately, this
electronic part is not something that can be sourced from
anyone…not even BMW. And BMW wants some serious Stay safe out there everybody!
money for a whole new module. This is also not a
Seth
situation where you can retrofit other parts (such as a

Christmas Party
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New Year’s Day—Cracker Barrel in Hickory, NC
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The Knobbies—Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring
motorcycle enthusiasts with about 200
international members. We meet every
Sunday for a day ride to an unknown
destination for lunch, then ride a different route home. Most rides consist of about 200 to 300
miles and are usually confined to back roads. Some of
the popular destinations include state parks, Blue
Ridge Parkway and various locations in Virginia,

Tennessee and South Carolina. Started
and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the Knobbies are supported by
the BMW Riders Association and the
BMW Motorcycle Organization of
America. You do not have to ride a BMW to be a
member of the Knobbies. We accept all types of
motorcycles, but we prefer responsible riders who
enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

2014 International Motorcycle Show—Washington, DC

Indian Chief Vintage

BMW R Nine T

New all-electric Zero DS Dual Sport ZF11.4
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Geno’s
Corner

Travelin’ the U.S.

as our population opinions begin to differ greatly, so
do our choices in motorcycles. For those old enough,
think of the number of 60’s models and how few they
were compared to today.

Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry
and narrow-mindedness and
many of our people need it sorely
on these accounts. Broad,
wholesome, charitable views of men and things cannot
be acquired by vegetating in one little corner of the
earth all in one's lifetime.

Demographics you say? Here’s the best example I can
think of. In an article of, I think it was the BMWRA
magazine, there was an author who thought BMW
was off its rocker for wanting to manufacture a Mega
Scooter to compete with Suzuki and Honda. He
thought only “city types” would buy these things,
literally. Has BMW gone insane?

— Mark Twain, The Innocents Abroad/Roughing It
Mark Twain, aka Samuel Clemmons had obviously
traveled a lot, knew a lot and was able to put it all
down in this short quote. I heard this on an NPR
travel show and it just caught my attention.

Duh, how old is this guy I thought? We have several
scooter riders in our club and my wife owned one. So
others have Mega Scooters just because they are flat
out easier to giddy-up. No leg going up in the air to
mount these things. Oh and city types love these
machines, mainly in European cities but they are
catching on quickly here in the USA. They are
extremely rider-friendly. Maybe a true crossover?

As most of you know I’ve spent about 10 years with
one objective. To see all the lower 48 states on a
motorcycle. I can’t tell you how many cage riders look
at me like I have three eyes if we have a conversation
and I tell them I’ve been thru or in all 48 lower states
riding a motorcycle.
I’m not finished traveling the US and so far it’s been
an eye opening experience.
What my travels have shown me all boils down to
demographics and city versus rural parts of the
United States. Of course the reason I opened with the
Mark Twain quote was the way politics and thinking
play out in the country versus city. I noticed this
during my first rides across the country just talking to
people and how different those two parts of the
country were, city and rural. Doesn’t matter what
state you are in either. It’s strictly country versus city.
Just look at voting by county in each state. It is the
same all over.

Then city versus country again. Most people would
say riding a motorcycle in the city is totally nuts to
begin with and I would about agree. Sometimes
traveling, I have to go through cities. It astounds me
how rude city drivers are to motorcycles. Why, I have
no idea. Then go west and watch drivers pull over and
let you by, knowing in curves they just slow
motorcyclists down. I really don’t know why the
difference. I still say driving around the Chicago area
is a blood sport. Anybody care to disagree that’s been
there? Go to southern Illinois and you are in the
country again. Two worlds there.

I don’t know exactly why, but I see the motorcycling
world dividing up on along these same lines as well.
As I write this, I’m sitting here thinking I don’t know
why a lot of things happen, but I am watching the
motorcycle world kind of evolve around of course
demographics and second, country versus city. It
appears that this is going to get interesting. It’s like

Go to a motorcycle rally and just sit and listen. It may
take all of five minutes to know if I’m with city boys or
country boys. Just like having been in the military, it
doesn’t take long to establish others that are
also ex-military. I have no idea how or why, but it
happens over and over.
(continued on the next page)
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(cont.)

advertised with four-wheel drive, rugged individualism,
luxurious comfort, all designed to go off road, spend
I suspect the trend in cities will be nights camping, etc. Yeah right, they are urban maelectric motorcycles, while us country chines that almost never go off road. Maybe the F800’s
boys will scoff at that for a long time and the T80 Triumphs become the urban bikes.
to come. We like motorcycles that
work, like the saying I saw on a T- It will be interesting to see if the motorcycling world can
shirt: “Harley: making gas into noise for over 100 years.” blend these two worlds say, with even bigger mega
scooters, auto transmissions, rugged outdoor individualI loved that T-shirt. Electrics make no noise.
ism, maybe three wheel drives and all that could be
advertised? Oh and of course you have to add some kind
Well, I’m through rambling about city versus country,
of sex appeal.
but the biggest wonder I have in all this is the urban
areas. It is a growing cross blending of city and country, Stay tuned for all these new machines headed our way
seemingly careening toward the city ways and where it and maybe our politics will follow.
seems the motorcycling world may turn.
Geno
Maybe the F bikes and the new Honda 750’s are demographically aimed at this or is it the city versus country
again? Maybe the F bikes will become like our SUV’s:

Knobbies Out and About

On the way to Mexico, in Washington, GA

Oldies but still goodies—circa 2005
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February lunch ride
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BMW RA Barber Rally
By Kent Skoug

We are rapidly approaching spring; however, as I look
out my window and see snow falling, I’m wondering
just why was it I moved to the south? Anyway, The
BMW RA rally will be at Barber Motorsports Museum
and Track the end of May (the 29th to June 1st.) It’s
hard to believe that’s only three months away.
Barber Motorsports is one of the finest motorcycle
museums in the world. Five floors of bikes with over
700 on display (and about double that in storage so
they do swap them out occasionally). The rally fee
includes full access to the museum as many times as
you wish so there is no need to hurry through it. Also
there will be a limited number of spots available, on a
first come first served basis, to also take a guided tour
of the lowest level where they do the restoration work.
This is not normally open to the public but there will
be no additional charge for this.
Keith Code will also be conducting his superbike
school during the rally. The school is not part of the
rally fee but if there are spots available and you wish
to sign up…
Ian Schmeisser will also be handling all the GS stuff
and there will be vintage displays organized by John
Landstrom of Blue Moon Cycle in Norcross, GA.
By the way, if you are a BMW RA member you get
$10.00 off the rally fee. If you are not a member you
can sign up when you register for the rally.
Where and when can I register, you ask. Check out
the brand new RA web site at www.bmwra.org. While
there, check out the web site and see some of the new
features. If you are taking a significant other to the
rally, be sure to sign them up as an associate. Heck,
we are even paying you to sign them up! It costs $5.00
for an associate and we’re giving them $10.00 off the
rally fee! Also, we will be giving away a set of tires.
The only people eligible for them are the people that
are pre-registered!
The last thing I’ll mention is that I have thrown my
hat into the ring for a Trustee Position on the RA
Board. The elections are currently on the RA web site
and will also be in the Jan/Feb issue of the OTL which
should be reaching your mailboxes this week. I would
appreciate your consideration for the position.
Thank you and hope to see you at the rally.
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2014 Calendar of Events
March





July

7—16 Daytona Bike Week
Daytona, FL; www.officialbikeweek.com



Aril


12 6th Annual Miles or Mutt Benefit
Burlington, NC



26 Bikes, Bands & BBQ
Bostic, NC;

16 Ride Your Motorcycle to Work Day 2014
2—4 BMW MOA Rally—St. Paul, MN

Find more events on our website

May


2—4 Knobbies Campout—TBD
Iron Horse Motorcycle Lodge



9—18 Myrtle Beach Bike Week
Myrtle Beach SC;
www.myrtlebeachbikeweek.com



29—Jun 1 BMW RA Rally
Barber Motorsports Park, Birmingham, AL

June


2—7 2014 Americade Touring Rally
Lake George, NY

From MotoMummy Facebook page

2603 Shady Grove Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
newsletter@knobbies.org
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