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Knobbies Spring Campout
Inside this issue:

Time to Welcome Spring at a NC KNOBBIES Campout!

May 17-19, 2013

Iron Horse Motorcycle Lodge in Stecoah, NC
Iron Horse offers full cabin rentals, comfortable cabin rooms, creek side tent camping/rental, RV hook-ups and bunkhouse accommodations.
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Contact Iron Horse: Telephone 828-479-3864, or EMAIL

Upcoming Events

Sunday Rides

Knobbies on Facebook

The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at
Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106,
Morganton, NC) for breakfast and a day
ride. Group leaves between 9–9:30 AM.

There is a group page on Facebook
where Knobbies can post messages and
photos. To access it, create an account,
log in and search for “NC Knobbies”.

Even if you can’t ride, join us for
breakfast and fellowship! First Sunday
of every month is “Picnic Sunday.”

All content on the group page is public
and open for all members’ activity.
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 RA Event at Two Creeks
Campground in Del Rio,
TN—April 26-28
 Spring Knobbies Campout
in Stecoah, NC— May 17-19
 RA Rally in Asheville, NC—
June 20-23
 MOA Rally in Salem,
Oregon—July 18-20
 Ride the Blue Ridge with
the Knobbies Rally in Morganton, NC—September 2022

From the (New) President...
We ll Kno bbie s...what a
change, and what an honor at
the same time, to serve as the
President of the Knobbies. It’s
hard to believe that only five
years ago Hal Smith was
begging me to come out for a
ride, and I chose a picnic
Sunday to check the Knobbies
out. Next thing I know I’m doing rides every weekend,
Iron Butt rides, rallies, and camping every chance I
can get! This was a big change for my lifestyle…now
the position of Knobbies Pres!

This brings up another issue. We need a new web
person. I have been doing it the past few years, but
now I’m taking on new responsibilities, I need someone to take it over. If you have experience with web
building, or want to learn, this could be a good avenue
to look into. Right now our site is done in Apple iWeb,
which they do not make anymore, but it is a point-and
-click type builder. If you have any experience and
would offer to take it over, please let me know.
So 2013, what’s going on? Right now it just seems like
a long, cold, wet, winter. But not too far off in the near
future the events will be kicking off. Kent Skoug (RA
rep for Western NC) is hosting an RA campout at Two
Creeks Campgroud in Del Rio, TN. This is open to
anyone, so if anyone is interested, it is April 26-28th.
Contact Kent for more info at kent.skoug@gmail.com
or (828) 684-7425.

Five years ago what I did not know was the extent of
the Knobbies...how far the roots ran and how far out
they spread. It took some time just to begin to
understand the gravity of the organization. After
getting into it and meeting so many members (and
sorry...it still takes time to remember who everyone
is), I started to understand the depth of this club.
Here’s the thing though, even since I’ve been in, the
club has grown even greater, and spread to newer
places! Thanks to the Ride the Blue Ridge Rally, the
exposure of the Knobbies has increased exponentially.
It’s amazing to me to see random pictures of a motorcycle rally and there are people wearing the rally
shirt. Or going to a campground and a complete
stranger to you (at the time) is wearing your club shirt
also. Or even running into club members that you may
have never met, but recognize by name alone. The
Knobbies run deep...and very wide.

Next up is our Spring Campout on May 17-19th! I,
personally, always look forward to our campouts. We
will be back at Iron Horse again this year, so if you
have not done so, get your reservations in immediately, for they will be filling up. You know...I sort of look
at the campout as something like a homecoming. As
many people as there are in the club, if everyone
showed up at a campout, it could put some rallies to
shame!
For the bigger events coming up, you can keep your
eyes on the RA Rally, which will be back at the
Biltmore in Asheville on June 20-23rd, and the MOA
Rally which will be in Salem, Oregon in July.

Business-wise, and for those that do not know, Chris
Lloyd is the new newsletter editor. We are living in a
digital age now and email is the fastest method of
delivery for many things, so her email address is
newsletter@knobbies.org and you can use this to send
her announcements, articles, funny stories, riding
stories, pictures, etc. for the newsletter. If you have a
handwritten or typed letter, that too can actually be
converted to a digital document. The newsletter is still
our most popular method for communicating club
events, so if you have something of interest, I urge you
to put it together and send it off to Chris. The
newsletter is not just for updating of events and pics of
recent rides, it’s also a historical record, and any
stories, memories, events, or pictures from the past
can be a logged entry into the history of the Knobbies
through the use of the newsletter.

So that’s about it. Just getting settled in, looking
forward to some warmer weather, some great riding,
and attending some events this year. So, until next
time…
Seth
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The Knobbies—Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring
motorcycle enthusiasts with about 200
international members. We meet every
Sunday for a day ride to an unknown
destination for lunch, then ride a different route home. Most rides consist of about 200 to 300
miles and are usually confined to back roads. Some of
the popular destinations include state parks, Blue
Ridge Parkway and various locations in Virginia,

Tennessee and South Carolina. Started
and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the Knobbies are supported by
the BMW Riders Association and the
BMW Motorcycle Organization of
America. You do not have to ride a BMW to be a
member of the Knobbies. We accept all types of
motorcycles, but we prefer responsible riders who
enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

BMW RA Campout— Del Rio, TN
Kent Skoug
When I assumed the responsibilities of a BMW RA
Regional Representative, someone told me, “Don’t just
be someone who sits around with a title, do something,
like have a campout!” Well, I don’t know about just
sitting around with five chapters meeting each month,
six dealers to see, the national rally coming to Asheville this summer, and the M/C Show in Charlotte this
coming weekend, I haven’t been having too much
spare time.

BMW chapters in the area and have everyone get to
know each other.
I would give you one warning, if you try to look up
information on the campground, Google two creeks
campground, Del Rio, TN. If you just look up Two
Creeks Campground you will probably get some nudist
camp up in the northern states somewhere.
Hope to see you there (in Del Rio, not the northern
states). This will be the same weekend as the MOA
Weekend Get Away in Fontana, NC, so if you would
rather have a weekend of camping…

However, saying all of that, we are still going to have
a campout. The dates will be April 26th to the 28th and
it will be held at Two Creeks Campground in Del Rio,
TN. It will be $25.00 per person and that will include
camping, Coffee, ice and water all weekend, breakfast
and dinner on Saturday and probably a ride on
Saturday. The campground is just off of Hwy 25 after
crossing the Tennessee border after going north from
Hot Springs, NC.

To see pictures from previous years’ events: http://
twocreeks.shutterfly.com/. Contact Kent for more
information at: rrNCwest@bmwra.org

The campground has lots of shady totally flat areas
and is all grass. There are inside toilets and showers
and a large fire ring for sitting around in the evening.
The campground is owned by Jerry Dobrianski and his
wife, Cindy, who are members of the BMW Riders of
Knoxville.
I would hope to have a nice turnout from all of the
3

It is just hard to believe I’m no
longer President and the reigns
have passed on to a “most” capable
person, Seth Purdy. So, Seth, I
want to wish you the best and to
our club the best and congratulations.

I think our club would be exactly what Fred was
trying to describe. He rides a Gold Wing. So do a lot of
our members. Others ride Yamaha’s, Suzuki’s,
Beemers of course, Hondas, and good old Harleys. Did
I leave anything out? Buells! And every single type of
motorcycle in our club that you can think of has gone
long distance. I think one of our lady members, by the
name of Bobbi even rode a Honda 250 to Daytona
years ago. I’ll have to kid a little here and say that
was back when she was a young “honey”. Like I said,
it hurts a little more as you get older.

Geno’s
Corner

Once again for those that didn’t make our business
meeting, I want to express what an honor it has been
to serve as the Knobbies President.
Third, thanks Chris for taking up the newsletter.
While I was President I always said there were only
two ways we can communicate since we have so many
out of state and even here, a lot have a long way to
travel. One is this newsletter and second is Facebook/
email. (OK three). And thanks for letting me submit
an article or two.

Then, if you are a touring Motorcyclist do you have to
have wear textiles, leathers? Just what do you wear.
How about Draggin’ Jeans. How about anything you
want to wear would be our club. I think I left out
Richard’s “safety pants” however. In other words once
again, just what are touring Motorcyclists. Now, does
our club qualify?

As most of you know I subscribe to a number of
motorcycling magazines. I have two favorite writers
that as soon as I receive their magazines, I
immediately go to their columns. One is Fred Rau and
the other is Clemente Salvadore. I’ve never had the
opportunity to meet Clemente, but I have had the
distinct pleasure to meet Fred Rau on several
occasions and have attended a number of his
seminars.

Are our Sunday rides touring? You betcha. I’ve heard
both sides of our rides. One side says, “Jeez, I can’t
ride with the Knobbies. They are too fast and go too
far.” Another side says, “Boy, do I like the Knobbies.
They ride fast and long.” I think that might qualify as
a touring ride, you think?
I’ll close with this however. Riding motorcycles as a
touring rider is what I call the experience of “going in
country”. I can guarantee you that any veteran knows
exactly what I mean, but just in case, going in country
might mean even going native. It means people will
stop and talk to you and ask questions. No
motorcyclist I know meets strangers, so, that leads
people to ask, did you ride that motorcycle all the way
from North Carolina? Where are you going? And I
cannot tell you how many times on the road complete
strangers would suggest I need to see this or go see
that, and I usually do! That’s a whole other article.

The last issue of Motorcycle Consumer News written
by Fred Rau got my attention. I think I’ve said so
many times, I’ll be thinking about something, oh say,
like it’s getting strange out there when you can stay in
hotels about as cheap as you can camp while touring.
On several of my trips I had noticed how expensive
campgrounds were getting, while hotels were getting
cheaper. So, here comes Fred with an article telling us
how to work the hotel system and how expensive
camping was getting. In my head again.
So I open up this latest of Fred’s article and he has a
good question for all of us. Just what is a touring
motorcyclist? Is there a definition and if there is a
definition does it apply to our club. I’d sure like to
think so. I’ve written several articles about just that.
A lot of us in our club, hey, let’s face it, are just aging
out, but I don’t think I have been around a group that
has traveled the US like the Knobbies. Like I’ve said,
it gets a little harder every year to do a long distance
ride, yet I sincerely think doing long distance touring
keeps you limber, happier and just flat out younger.
And huge fun.

Wanna know why I love touring with the Knobbies?
Oh and if anyone is heading out to Salem, Oregon this
year, let me know, we might have a good touring ride
there. If Mike McSwain gets to go this year, I’ll bet
he’ll want to do another Iron Butt. Think I can keep
up?
Ya’ll have a safe and great riding season this year. Eh,
Knobbies?
geno
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Knobbies Out and About
2012 Knobbies Dirty Santa Party

Knobbies Rides: Dual Sport Ride; Boone’s Cave State Park
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Knobbies Out and About
Knobbies Business Meeting

More Knobbies Rides: Wilson Creek & Wild Scenic River;
Lunch at Straight Away Cafe

Call For Newsletter Content
Your motorcycle news, articles and picture
contributions can make this an even greater club
newsletter. Share your expertise with us. When

sending pictures, please include names, dates and
locations. Please send to: newsletter@knobbies.org
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BMW MOA Rally Update
Paul Mulhern
The 41st annual BMW MOA International Rally in Salem, Oregon is quickly
approaching. The rally offers numerous
opportunities to pitch in and help make
the event a great experience for everyone.
It is also a chance to show some local club
spirit. Nothing makes an impression like
a group of volunteers all wearing their
club shirts.

assignment. It would be great to see a
whole group wearing their club shirts
and having fun together.
To arrange your group shift, or for more
information, contact the Volunteers
chairs at rallyvolunteer@bmwmoa.org.
See you in Oregon.

I'm asking all the local clubs to consider taking
responsibility for staffing a particular booth/shift

Classifieds
The Knobbies Classifieds is for club members who
want to advertise sales items and motorcycling
services. You may place ads for friends and family.
When you advertise, please keep the newsletter editor
updated on what you are selling and whether or not
your items have been sold, so they can be removed
from this page. The Knobbies newsletter is a quarterly

publication, so keep that in mind when submitting or
updating any ads or services.
Contact the newsletter editor via email at:
newsletter@knobbies.org or via snail mail at the
location in the return address label of the newsletter.

FOR RENT
Burnsville, North Carolina
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, A-Frame Mountain House
Located midway between Mt. Mitchell and
Roan Mt., 15 miles from the Blue Ridge Parkway, 45 miles from Asheville.
Rental $500 per week, $250 for 3-day weekend.
Contact Matthew Mims: 864.980.8248
motomatt90s@yahoo.com
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2013 Calendar of Events
April

September





BMW RA Campout, April 26-28
Two Creeks Campground, Del Rio, TN; contact
rrNCwest@bmwra.org

Find more events on our website

May


Myrtle Beach Bike Week,
Myrtle Beach, SC
www.myrtlebeachbikeweek.com



Knobbies Campout, May 18-20
Iron Horse Motorcycle Lodge, NC

June


BMW RA Rally, June 20-23
The Biltmore, Asheville, NC www.bmwra.org

July


Ride the Blue Ridge with the Knobbies Rally,
September 20-22
Catawba Meadows Park, Morganton, NC

BMW MOA Rally, July 18-21
Salem, OR www.bmwmoa.org/rally13

2603 Shady Grove Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
newsletter@knobbies.org
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