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About the Knobbies

The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with
about 200 international members. We meet every Sunday for a
dayride to an unknown destination for lunch, then ride a different
route home. Most rides consist of about 200 to 300 miles, and are
usually confined to backroads. Some of the popular destinations
include state parks, Blue Ridge Parkway, and various locations in
Virginia, Tennessee, and South Carolina.
Started and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the
Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association and the
BMW Motorcycle Organization of America. You do not have to
ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies. We accept all types
of motorcycles, but we prefer responsible riders who enjoy the
touring aspect of motorcycling.

Weekly Sunday Rides

The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40
Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for breakfast and a day ride. Group leaves
between 9–9:30 AM. Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast and
fellowship! First Sunday of every month is “Picnic Sunday.”

IMPORTANT UPDATE

If your address or email address has changed, please email or
write me with the new information. Also, if you would like to
STOP receiving the printed version of the newsletter, and just
receive the electronic version through email, please notify me.
We can remove you from the physical mailing list.
Email me at purdy75@gmail.com

Newsletter Information

If you would like to submit an article or provide other information
pertinent to the Knobbies organization, please give to Seth Purdy, or
email to purdy75@gmail.com. Please include a subject in email.

Upcoming Events
Knobbies Spring/Summer Campout
May 18 – 20, 2012
Ironhorse Motorcycle Lodge
Stecoah, NC

Ride the Blue Ridge with the Knobbies Rally
September 20 – 23, 2012
Catawba Meadows Park, Morganton, NC

Knobbies on FACEBOOK

The Knobbies have a group page on Facebook. Create an account,
log in, and search “NC Knobbies”. The group page is all public
content, and open for all members for free-range activity.

Notes from Geno
Guys, I’ll give everybody two guesses where I am as I write this.
No, not Raleigh, since I just left there. Had a great weekend with
all the family and of course Kinley my granddaughter. I’m sitting
in a hotel about halfway between Raleigh and the coast. If anyone
doesn’t know it, I’m in sales and it seems as though all my business
has been east this past year. Western NC has been and continues
to be extremely depressed as far as manufacturing goes, which is
my bread and butter. Eastern NC seems to be doing well, business
wise and for the life of me I cannot figure out why. I guess western
NC got hung up on furniture, textiles, high tech and not much else.
So, I wind up spending a lot of time well east of Raleigh. In case
you have not heard me complain, I have spent so much time on the
road, that when the weekend comes around I am just wore out and
have to catch up on all my laundry and everything else. Then hit
the road later in the week. Anybody who travels understands this
just gets old.
It also seems this year is going to shape up as another tough year
for me personally, both business wise and just getting out to ride.
Well, not personally as I am very excited about the near future. All
of you know I absolutely love to go to the BMW rallies. There’s
another great ride this year out in Copper Canyon Colorado with
the BMWRA. Just ask me how bad I want to go. Looks like not
much of a chance this year since I have one 2 ½ year old Grandkid
and as I like to say, two in the barn. So pat Patsy and me on the
back, two more on the way, both due in late June. This pretty much
shuts out any riding from the middle of June on, since I definitely
want to be around to witness these two births. It looks like one
grandson and two granddaughters. I keep asking myself, how did
I get this old this quick.
Don’t forget that I will not be running for President this year so
make sure everyone thinks of a leader for our club. After six years
as President we need new blood, new ideas and new leadership. I
have certainly tried to get our name out and it seems as though the
idea of our yearly rally has caught on. Just remember, whoever
takes this job, keep on herding cats and all will go well.
Speaking of our Rally, I stopped by last week to confirm the dates,
which will be September 20 thru September 23rd. Our actual
Rally dates are September 21 – 23, but we want to let anybody in
who wants in early. What is even more telling about our location
is while checking the dates it seems the GWRRA has set up a
weekend gathering, so tell me we don’t have a choice spot.
I was really surprised last year how many GS riders there were and
how much we all enjoyed riding dirt roads. If none of you have
been up in the Mortimer or Wilsons Creek area it is just astounding
how beautiful this area is. I really think we can advertise this. Now,
if you have, you know why John Nichols had this big smile on his
face all weekend. Me too by the way.
Oh and a biggie for our Rally. The City of Morganton has
installed eight showers, each individual and co-ed. And, no Bill,
these are separate facilities, so no hanky panky there. I think we
can advertise this along with plenty of RV facilities on site and
this does nothing but broaden our appeal. We really have better
facilities than most of the National Rallies that I have been to. Just

think, RV’s, bath facilities, port a johns? What else could we ask
for? A beer wagon!
Once again, many, many thanks to the City of Morganton allowing
us to use these great facilities, and again, many thanks to all our
volunteers. I’ll start advertising this next month and keep it rolling.
Mike McSwain has done a great job advertising on the internet.
I hope we can keep it on a roll. For those of you that have not
attended our Rally, you really should since we get to meet people
from all over the US and get this, Canada! Oh, and even though I
won’t run for President I’ll keep the Rally Chair if no one wants
to fire me.
Enough about our Rally, so mark it down on your calendars.
I look forward to getting home this week also. I have my RT in
the basement workshop at work with all the plastic off. I love to
tell everybody when you strip the plastic off these motorcycles
they look like Darth Vader with his mask off. Wires, conduit, more
plastic and fasteners of all kinds. So, what in the world am I doing?
About halfway through I figured I must be out of my mind even
attempting this. I actually drained all the brake fluid out. In case
you don’t know, on an ’03 RT there are six, that is 6 drain points on
the power module, two on the front disk and then one on the back
for a total of nine drain points. For goodness sake, I can barely
keep up with nine parts. So in addition I decided to change out my
brake lines to stainless steel. I must have been hallucinating when
I decided to try this, so if anyone wants to volunteer to help me
find all the parts I dropped and can’t find, just let me know.
Well, I hope we can all get out and ride this year.
Ohh...here is food for thought. There’s a new gas pipeline being
built from the coast to I don’t know where. This reminds me of the
price of oil, which for the life of me I cannot figure out why gas is
so high right now. Demand is down, price is up, so you go figure.
While I’m on gas, one of my jobs is energy surveys. Only two
years ago natural gas was running around $14.00 per what we
call a “dekatherm”. Now that same gas is running around $3.20 to
$3.80, so this is indeed welcome news. It seems to me that we need
to tell the oil companies to stuff it, find a way to convert natural
gas to motorcycle gas and take over the world! Uh, excuse me,
TRAVEL the world. In the meantime if someone can explain to me
why oil prices are up like they are I would sure like to know. I have
my own theories and of course they don’t involve politics.
So, to all our Knobbies out there, ride all you can and enjoy the
ride.
RIDE SAFE most of all !!!!
Geno

Destinations With the Knobbies

Wautauga Lake, TN
The Blue Hole, TN
Dual Sport Riding

Destinations With the Knobbies

Dual Sport Riding
2011 Christmas Party
New Years Day Chili with the Lackeys

Destinations With the Knobbies

2012 Business Meeting, Andrews Geyser,
Just plain riding, Picnic at Pilot Mountain

Knobbies Classifieds

The Knobbies Classifieds can be utilized by club members for ads pertaining to sales items and motorcycling
services. You may advertise for friends and family, but please keep in mind that this page may change depending
on content. When you advertise, please keep the newsletter editor updated on what you are selling, and whether
or not your items have been sold, so they can be removed from the page. Please contact the newsletter editor
at purdy75@hotmail.com The Knobbies newsletter is a quarterly newsletter, so please keep that in mind when
submitting or updating any ads or services. Thank you.

For Rent

Burnsville, North Carolina
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, A-Frame Mountain House
Located midway between Mt. Mitchell and Roan Mtn., 15
miles from the Blue Ridge Parkway, 45 miles from Asheville
Rental $500.00 per week, $250.00 for 3-day weekend
Contact Matthew Mims: 864-980-8248
motomatt90s@yahoo.com

For Sale: Moto Guzzi 850 T — $4,500 OBO
New top end with many new parts
Contact Phil Hazel: 704 657-1347

2012 Calendar of Events

February/March
• Daytona Bike Week - March 9 – 18
Daytona, FL - www.officialbikeweek.com
May
• Myrtle Beach Bike Week - May 11 –20 - Myrtle Beach, SC
www.myrtlebeachbikeweek.com
•Knobbies Spring Campout - May 18 – 20 - Stecoah, NC
Iron Horse Motorcycle Lodge
• Rolling Thunder Ride to the Wall - May 27
Washington DC
June
• Americade - June 5 – 9
Lake George, NY - www.americade.com
• IBMC Best of the Blue Ridge - June 7 – 9
Fort Hamby Park, Wilkesboro, NC
Contat Paul or Sara Phillips: 828-320-2192
• BMW RA International Rally - June 14 – 17
Copper Mountain, CO www.bmwra.org
July
• BMW MOA International Rally - July 19 – 22
Sedalia, MO - www.bmwmoa.org/rally
August
• Sturgis Motorcycle Rally - Aug. 6 – 12
Sturgis, SD - http://sturgis.com
• Daniel Boone Rally - August 11 – 12, KOA Campground

2603 Shady Grove Road
Connelly Springs, NC 28612
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Boone, NC www.carolinasbmwmoa.org
• Ride For Kids - Aug. 26th - Fletcher, NC

September
•RIDE the BLUE RIDGE with the Knobbies - Sept. 20 – 23
Morganton, NC - www.knobbies.org
October
• Biketoberfest Rally - Oct. 18 – 21
Daytona, FL - www.biketoberfest.org
December
• 2010 Christmas Party - TBA

