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The Knobbies – Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with about 200
international members. We meet every Sunday, rain or shine (but NOT snow
and ice!), for a day ride to an unknown destination for lunch, then ride a
different route home. Most rides consist of about 200 to 300 miles and are
usually confined to back roads. Some of the popular destinations include state parks, Blue Ridge Parkway
and various locations in Virginia, Tennessee and South Carolina. Started and based as a BMW
motorcycle organization, the Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association and the BMW
Motorcycle Organization of America.
You do not have to ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies.
We accept riders of all types of motorcycles, including Slingshots, CanAms & Vanderhalls
among others, but we prefer responsible riders who enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

Sunday Rides
The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for breakfast
and a day ride. The group leaves between 9 – 9:30 AM. Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast and
fellowship! The First Sunday of every month is “Picnic Sunday” (weather & COVID restrictions allowing!).

Something new!
Several Knobbies have informally begun meeting on Friday mornings between 9:30 and 10:00 AM at The
Chicken in the Basket, 1413 US-70, Connelly Springs, NC 28612, to go Dual Sport riding ONLY. For additional
information, please contact Danny Wilson.

1

From the President
As I sit reflecting on the last quarter of 2020, it has been full of change. Some good, some
bad and lots of challenges.
As many know, I lost my step-mom after a short but hard battle with cancer. I humbly
extend a heartfelt thanks to all the Knobbies for the kind words, well wishes and support as
pall bearers. It means more than I can say.
I follow the posts of fellow Knobby, Stan Arnold, in his battle and wish him well. I only spent
a brief time in conversation with him at our last rally, but felt like he was an old friend of the
highest caliber and in every respect.
Speaking of change, a veteran knobby and club officer, Virginia Lackey, has retired from the
club secretary position. I personally want to recognize her for her years of service and,
especially, for her support of me, as a new rookie president. I miss her and Gary very much.
As change goes, I also wish to welcome Merri Rudisill as a new club officer and secretary. I
extend a heartfelt appreciation for her willingness to support our club.
I have taken this winter isolation as an opportunity to get my 30-year old K bike up and
running. Cuz Mike, being a retired A-tech mechanic, has made it a lot easier! I will owe him
big time. Danny Wilson has been a source of sage advice and listened to me complain about
the cost of 30-year old parts from Germany.
I have been fortunate that I have been able to catch up on logging both road and dual sport
miles, all while social distancing. I hope you have had the time and opportunity to get out
and ride, as well.
Come see us at Timberwoods when you can. And I wish all the Knobbies a good and
prosperous 2021.
Bear

Geno’s Corner
A few weeks ago, my sister asked me how in the world did I get into motorcycles, so I told
her this true story.
When I was about 15-1/2 years old, or maybe a little olde,r I had saved money to buy a car
when I turned 16. So, when I approached my dad about insurance, which back then you had
to have a guardian sign for you or your car insurance was astronomical. The reply was: I
ain’t signing (blank) insurance for you to buy a car. I mean, that broke my heart as I had my
eye on a 1957 Ford in super shape and was affordable and in great shape. Begging did no
good. I’m sure my dad was onto me and what would probably happen.
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A few weeks later one of my friend’s brother had a Triumph Cub for sale, in pieces. With
that money burning a hole in my pocket I bought the thing and brought it home, in boxes,
and a frame with wheels. Four boxes, to be correct. This little Cub had been used in flat
track racing, so you can imagine the condition it was in. I took the rest of it apart, then I
went beggin’ again.
My local paint shop, when I approached about painting the fenders, gas tank, etc., was
told: I don’t paint motorcycles! This time, begging worked!!! He finally relented and said,
well, if you do the sanding and prep work, I’ll paint it. If I remember correctly, there was
something like 14 coats, no joke, and the deep blue paint looked like you could swim in it.
We even added a little metal flake, is why it took so many coats.
Then up to the old Honda dealership in Morganton, where the mechanic rebuilt the motor,
installed it and I hauled it back to the house. Installed the fenders, gas tank, etc. and, no
joke, best looking little Cub out there.
Only problem? It was bored 60 over, had a 650 Triumph Carb and every time you let off the
gas … BOOM … a huge backfire. I bet I was stopped by the state troopers a dozen times with
that backfire. They would always stick a pencil in the muffler and yes, I had the baffles in.
Oh, and I won a lot of money racing from stop light to stop light. Little thing would fly. I
forgot to mention it had a 3/4 Cam and wouldn’t idle. Tons of fun.
I didn’t get another bike until I was out of the Navy and off to college, where bikes were
my major source of transportation.
Now, back then, how I got insurance was my mom. Being a semi dirt bike, I just rode that
thing in our back yard and was doing donuts around one of her prized bushes, making big
rings around the thing, which of course got her attention. She signed off on insurance. And
by the way, I never got a ticket being stopped so many times.
Now, here I am in the twilight, having never really ridden dirt roads, except when I was
leading a Knobbie group, as in being lost. I had ridden a few dirt roads in the past, but
didn’t go looking for the things.
So, what did I do? I bought a Yamaha XT, which I guess you could call it a GS model, only
250CC’s. 50 CC’s larger than the original Cub. Then, here I am taking off with Danny, Mike,
Dave, Barry and a few others, dirt bike riding. And boy am I out of my league. These guys
can haul and I can barely keep up, but I’m usually grinning from ear to ear just looking at
the scenery we see. Until we hit mud or super loose gravel.
One of my wife's lady friends said I must be going into a mid-life crisis. Only problem there,
I don’t know anybody living to 140!
Guess I’ll have to come up with a new crisis.
Geno
PS. More info on the rally to come. Dates are: Sept 16-19 2021.
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Keeping up with our Lifetime Honorary VEEP!
As of this writing, our Lifetime Honorary Vice President, P. O. Wilson,
is temporarily in Mission Hospital. He is improving and his family is
anticipating he will be back at the Veterans’ Home before too long.
Cards and letters may be addressed to him at this address and will be
greatly appreciated:
North Carolina Veterans’ Home
62 Lake Eden Road
Black Mountain, NC
Room B-112

The “It didn’t happen this year” Annual Knobby Business Meeting
As everyone knows, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we were unable to hold our annual business meeting in
January, 2021. And due to travel restrictions, self-quarantine mandates and other factors, we also did not
gather mileage reports or hold a vote for the Knobbiest Knobby. Have no fear!! As soon as we are able, we
will get back to business as usual!
However, we were able to conduct our election for our Board Members. Here are the election results:
Office
2019 – 2021
2021 – 2023
President
Barry “Bear” McRary
Barry “Bear” McRary
Vice President
Darrell Faw
Darrell Faw
Treasurer
Sharon Wilson
Sharon Wilson
Secretary
Virginia Lackey
Merri Rudisill
Activities Directors
Hal & Bobbi Smith
Hal & Bobbi Smith
Volunteer positions (non-voting)
Rally Master
Webmaster (for Knobbies.org)
Newsletter Editor

Gene Smith
Seth Purdy
Marla McRary

The Knobbies would like to take this opportunity to give a

HUGE

to Virginia for her years as our Club Secretary!

Our appreciation knows no bounds!
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Gene Smith
Seth Purdy
Marla McRary

The Board would also like to take this opportunity to introduce you to our newly elected secretary,

Merri Rudisill!

THANK YOU for stepping up and taking on this position.

Merri works at Burke Hospice and Palliative Care in Valdese, NC as the Volunteer Services Manager. Here is
an excerpt from a piece she wrote for the HEART OF HOSPICE newsletter. We think it tells us exactly who
Merri is and how lucky we are to have her in our Knobby family!
“From the beginning of the pandemic, my first responsibility was to make sure we kept our volunteers safe
and healthy. Our world certainly has changed and will never be the same. These challenging times have
made me realize what I value, what is important and how I appreciate people on a different level than before!”

Important info!
Mother Nature cannot be denied! And she’s certainly thrown some “interesting” weather our way. To help us
keep you abreast of urgent changes to scheduled Knobbie events (such as Hurricane Florence cancelling our
2018 rally and the ice storm that necessitated the last minute change to our 2019 scheduled business
meeting), we have put into place a “FAST ALERT SYSTEM”. This would ONLY be used in the event of a last
minute change to any scheduled Knobby event that may put our members on the road in potentially
hazardous conditions.
Participation is strictly voluntary.
To participate, please complete the form you will find in this newsletter or on our website
(http://www.knobbies.org/Site/Home_files/Fast%20Alert%20Enrollment%20Form.pdf) and return to Marla at
NCKnobbies@gmail.com or mail to Knobby Fast Alert, 2156 Williams Wood Dr, Morganton, NC 28655.
Please note that the system will utilize TEXT MESSAGING to your cell phone. Please be sure that we have your
correct cell phone number AND YOUR CELL PHONE CARRIER (i.e.: Verizon, AT&T, etc.).

If you have previously provided this info and your number or carrier has changed,
please be sure to submit a new form with your updated information.
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Hmmm…Social Distancing by riding?
This might be a good time to do the Knobby Four Corners Challenge!

Knob Mountain N.C. Motorcycle Chapter

Many of our members are riding to all four corners of North Carolina for fun and adventure.
A detailed manual has been made to show you how to get to each corner, and it is also full of other great facts
and information for each trip.
The tour is designed as an open-ended, photo-verification ride with a completion pin that is both beautiful and
rare. Providing an excuse to ride over some of the most scenic byways in the Eastern United States, this tour
offers levels of challenge and opportunity that can largely be determined by each participant. However, the one
constant factor--total mileage over 1,400--should guarantee that tour finishers will be members of an exclusive
club.
For complete information:
http://www.knobbies.org/Site/Four_Corners.html

Upcoming Events
Here are, to date, the rallies that have been scheduled in our area
FINGERS CROSSED!!

(or close?)

for 2021.

The Game of Roads Rally is currently RESCHEDULED for May 20-23, 2021
https://bmwra.org/national-rally-info/
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The Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter Annual Campout
is currently under discussion.
Our illustrious Activities Directors, Hal and Bobbi Smith are investigating possibilities and options.
Information will be made available from NCKnobbies@gmail as soon as possible.
So keep an eye on your e-mail!

Be sure you’ve submitted your renewal so we can get the information to you.
STAY TUNED, KNOBBIES!!

Slingshots in the Smokies 2021
The seventh annual Slingshots in the Smokies will once again be held at the Festival Grounds
in Maggie Valley, NC, June 1 – 5, 2021.
https://slingshotroadsters.com/product/slingshots-in-the-smokies2021/#:~:text=The%20seventh%20annual%20Slingshots%20in,Slingshots%20in%20the%20U%20S%20A.

J U NE 2 4 -2 7, 2 02 1 A NN OU N C E D A S NE W DAT E S FO R NAT I ONA L R A LLY
BMW Motorcycle Owners of America
640 S. Main Street #201
Greenville, SC 29601
(bmwmoa.org)
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We’re returning back to the great City of Springfield, Missouri.
Come celebrate with us.
June 29- July 3, 2021
https://www.wing-ding.org/

Big Lynn Lodge Rally
7/16/2021 – 7/18/2021
https://ridemsta.com/events/
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With a heavy heart…
Sadly, we must report the passing of some of our own.
Ruth Ann Young McRary

September 22, 1935 - December 6, 2020
Mrs. Ruth Ann Young McRary, 85, of Rutherford College, passed away Sunday, Dec. 6, 2020, at
Burke Hospice and Palliative Care, following a period of declining health.
Ruth was the much loved step-mother of our Club President, Barry McRary.
Barry and Marla would like to send out a heartfelt THANK YOU to the Knobbies who came to the
funeral to serve as pall bearers. Please know that your kindness and generosity were greatly
appreciated.

Rebecca Ann Reese

MAY 31, 1937 – DECEMBER 31, 2020

Rebecca “Becky” Ann Eggers Reese, age 83, of Hickory, passed away peacefully at Brian
Center East Thursday, December 31, 2020.
Becky was the wife of long-time Knobby member Fred Reese of Hickory. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to the Reese Family.
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Items of interest
How To Remove And Preserve Stickers From Your Motorcycle
https://www.rideapart.com/features/465116/how-to-remove-preserve-stickers-motorcycle/amp/
Jan 10, 2021 By: Justin Hughes

A bike covered in warning labels does not look cool.
If the lawyers had their way, every new motorcycle would be covered in stickers telling you not to
ride without a helmet, don't speed, don't wheelie, don't jump across the Grand Canyon... Reality
isn't that bad, fortunately, but bikes like Arrick Maurice's Ducati Scrambler still come with a few
warning labels that disrupt the clean lines of that bright red trellis frame. Removing them is pretty
easy, but preserving them is the real trick.
Three out of four "tools" you need are items you probably already have kicking around the house: a
hairdryer, a shop rag, and WD40. You can also use a heat gun if you happen to have one, but be
careful. It could get too hot and melt plastics in the area you're working, especially if the stickers
you're removing are actually on plastic. Even if you have a heat gun you might still want to sneak
into the bathroom and swipe the hairdryer when nobody's looking.
Using the hairdryer, heat up one corner of the sticker you want to remove. After a few minutes, you
should be able to carefully start to peel the corner up with your finger. Move the hairdryer along the
sticker, slowly heating and peeling as you go. Patience is the key here so you don't rip the sticker.
Eventually, it will come off completely, intact, and undamaged. Spray some WD40 on a shop rag,
then wipe down the area where the sticker used to be. This will remove any remaining adhesive from
the bike.
If you're just going to throw the stickers away, you're done. Arrick Maurice wanted to save his,
though. It's possible a future owner of the bike might want them, either in their records or even to
put back on the bike. That's where the final "tool" comes in: 3M adhesive transfer tape. The sticker,
though intact, no longer has any stick to it. He uses the transfer tape to put a sticky but covered
backing on the label once again. This gives a future owner the choice of what to do with it, whether
it's to put it back where the factory put it, or put it on a friend's toolbox as a joke. Either way, the
choice is theirs.

Should You Change Your Motorcycle Mirrors?

https://www.motorbiscuit.com/should-you-change-your-motorcycle-mirrors/
by Matthew Skwarczek on December 31, 2020

New jackets and gloves aren’t the only accessories available for motorcyclists. Just like with cars,
there are a variety of ways for you to modify your bike, from handlebars to heated grips. And a
common modification is swapping out the standard motorcycle mirrors for some aftermarket
ones. But is it a modification worth pursuing?
Why do people change their motorcycle mirrors?
Motorcycle mirrors serve the same purposes as the ones on cars and trucks: expanding your field
of view. But while automotive mirrors tend to be mounted on the doors close to the windshield,
bike mirror positions are a bit more varied.
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Some manufacturers mount them on the handlebars close to the dash. Other companies attach
them to the front fairing, Motorcycle Central reports. And some, like the ones on the 2021 Indian
Scout Bobber, are bar-end mirrors, attached to the ‘ends’ of the handlebar.
But why the variety? For one thing, aesthetics. Bar-end mirrors, for example, are a common
modification because they’re less obtrusive than the standard ones, The Drive reports. Because
there aren’t any long stalks in front of the rider, the bike itself looks ‘cleaner.’ Which, if you’re
riding a stripped-down bobber, café racer, or similar model, is practically a necessity.
However, there are more practical reasons for changing your motorcycle mirrors. Even more so
than drivers, riders need to have good side and rear visibility. Not only are they more exposed, but
motorcycles don’t have standalone rearview mirrors—the side ones are all they have. And the first
bike with blind-spot monitoring, the Ducati Multistrada V4, only recently hit the market. As a
result, swapping out your standard mirrors is sometimes about expanding your field of view.
I can personally attest to the efficacy of bar-end mirrors. The ones on the Scout Bobber gave me
more side visibility than my Triumph Street Triple R’s mirrors.
And there are some situations where you actually want to narrow that field—sort of. It’s not
uncommon for off-road bikes to snap or damage their mirrors on the trail, Cycle World reports.
Aftermarket folding ones, if your motorcycle doesn’t offer a factory option, help prevent this.
Before you buy some new bar-end mirrors, try adjusting the ones you have
Aesthetics are a personal subject. But if you’re shopping around for bar-end mirrors because you
want better visibility, see if your current mirrors are properly aligned. Doing so will improve your
riding safety and might save you some money.
Positioning your motorcycle mirrors is part of adjusting the bike to fit you
better, Motorcyclist reports. Ideally, the mirrors should show as much of the lane behind and to
either side of you. And try to minimize how much the mirrors overlap, Rider reports. Don’t try to
get a duplicate view—your goal is to maximize how much of the road behind and around you is
visible.
And you have to scan them frequently once they’re positioned correctly. Especially when you’re
coming to a stop, Motorcyclist and Cycle World report.
Is it worth swapping out the ones you have now?
That being said, if you can’t adjust your motorcycle mirrors enough, going aftermarket is a logical
next step. You can even mount multiple ones on each side, though that’s not always the best or
most elegant solution, Motorcyclist reports.
There are a variety of aftermarket motorcycle mirrors available, bar-end and otherwise. Some
even come with built-in turn signals, Cycle World reports. And quality mirrors aren’t necessarily
the most expensive bike accessory. Some fairly minimalist ones can cost about
$100, Motorcyclist reports. And the cheapest Rizoma mirror rings in at over
$70, Motorcyclist reports. But there are cheaper alternatives.
So, should you exchange your current mirrors for some aftermarket ones? If you’re going for a
specific look, that’s entirely up to you. But if it’s a matter of better visibility, if you can’t adjust the
ones you currently have enough, it’s worth a closer look.
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Is Adventure Riding A Middle Age Death Wish?

https://www.rideapart.com/news/459088/adventure-riding-middle-age-death-wish/amp/
Dec 12, 2020 By: Justin Hughes

Or are its benefits to the soul worth the risk to the body?
When we think of the riders most likely to hurt themselves or others, we typically think of that
young sportbike rider, lane splitting in a wheelie, wearing a t-shirt, flip-flops, shorts, and maybe
a helmet if their state requires it. While these people certainly exist, they're not the largest
demographic of riding fatalities. That dubious honor falls to middle-age riders.
Some of these people are new to riding. Maybe they've always wanted a Harley but couldn't afford
one until now, so it becomes a midlife crisis toy. Others rode when they were younger, but stopped
riding to have a family, focus on career, and generally be what society considers to adult. When they
get back on a bike 15 to 20 years later it feels the same as it did before, except they are out of
practice, and their reflexes aren't what they used to be. Their lack of recent experience can be as
dangerous as no experience at all.
That's why Cross Training Adventure does what he does: ride dirt instead of the street. He and his
friends used to be what he describes as "tame hooligans." They'd behave when other people were
around, but when alone they'd push the pace a bit on their favorite back roads. Other hooligans
wilder than them started crashing and dying on these roads, and the increased police presence
spoiled their fun. So he switched to the dirt instead.
As I have learned myself, although it's much more likely that an inexperienced dirt rider will crash
than a road rider, such crashes tend to be relatively minor compared to street crashes. Last year I
crashed more times off-road over a few months than during my entire 20-year riding career before
that. I had an achy ankle for a couple of days after the worst one. Generally, I didn't get hurt at
all thanks to good gear. This year I only fell over twice. I was fine after the first one on dirt. Only
the hard slam on pavement sent me on an ambulance ride.
Dirt riding also offers a new set of challenges above and beyond road riding. The traditional racing
line goes out of the window as you try to read the surface ahead of you and determine the best line
through rough terrain, rocks, mud, or trees fallen across the trail. The techniques of off-road riding
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are quite different than for the street, and sometimes precisely the opposite. It's a challenge that
seriously engages your brain, even at relatively low speeds.
I may be biased, being a middle-aged dirt rider myself, but no, I don't believe that doing it is a
death wish. I have the maturity to know when I should slow down, but still enough hooliganism to
indulge a wheelie or jump from time to time, far away from roads and traffic. Even though I don't
bounce nearly as well as I did 20 years ago, I enjoy the challenge of dirt riding. To me, it's more
about precision than speed.

6 Rad New Motorcycle Technologies To Watch For In 2021
https://www.rideapart.com/motorcycle-lists/6-rad-new-motorcycle-technologies-to-watch-for-in-2021/
Dec 21, 2020 By: Sabrina Giacomini

To 2021 and beyond!
Safety and comfort are excellent sources of inspiration for the transportation industry. Car and motorcycle
makers alike are always on the lookout for the next technological innovation that will make their vehicles
safer, more comfortable, and more convenient than ever.
Though 2020 was a weird and challenging year for everyone, it didn’t stop bike makers and gear
manufacturers from moving forward with the development of their newest safety and convenience
technologies. Innovation never stops, not even during a pandemic.
The table is set for 2021 and we have a lot of new motorcycle-related technologies to look forward to. We
explore six of the coolest ones we’re getting (or can expect to get) in the new year.
Adaptive Cruise Control
Adaptive cruise control (ACC) technology in itself isn’t new and has been available in cars for decades. In
fact, some companies including Mercedes-Benz and Mitsubishi were already working on such a system in the
90s. In the motorcycle industry, it wasn’t until the mid-2010s that companies started seriously working on a
two-wheel version of the system.
Through the years, companies including Ducati, BMW, Kawasaki, and KTM announced their intention to
introduce a motorcycle equipped with some form of adaptive cruise control. The race was on. It was only at
the end of 2020, however, that two manufacturers finally crossed the finish line.
Prior to the new Multistrada V4’s launch in November, 2020, Ducati announced that its flagship adventurer
would feature its very first adaptive cruise control and blind-spot monitoring system. It looked like the Italian
firm was going to be the winner of the race, until BMW swept in a few weeks earlier and launched the R 1250
RT armed with Dynamic Cruise Control (just another name for ACC).
Both the Bavarian and the Italian ACC systems rely partly on radar input to modulate the motorcycle’s
speed based on the detected speed of the vehicle at the front which helps keep a safe distance and
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eliminates the need for the rider to slow down or accelerate themselves. The 2021 BMW R 1250 RT and
Ducati Multistrada V4 will both feature the new technology.
Smart Helmets (More)
Granted, smart helmets aren’t exactly “new” anymore since there’s been a pretty steady influx of smart
helmets to the market since 2018. That doesn’t mean that helmet makers and startups aren’t continuously
upping the ante on the safety and technology fronts.
What new smart lids should we see in 2021 (and we say “should” since most of them are start-ups and have
yet to officially enter the market)?
We have French startup Kosmos Smart Helmet that’s developing a smart jet helmet equipped with “tail
lights” as well as an emergency warning system if the rider crashes. It also features all the high-tech goodies
we’ve come to expect of this type of helmet (Bluetooth connectivity, integrated comm system, etc.)
On this side of the pond, Springfield-based Cranium launched a crowdfunding campaign for the iC-R smart
helmet with the specific target to make riding safer. The helmet includes blind spot monitoring, auto-tinting
visor, HUD, emergency service alert system, and even a washable respiratory filter to keep the
air you breathe free of particles.
Both helmets are expected to make their way to backers in early 2021 if everything goes to plan.
Kawasaki’s Skyhook Suspension
The term “skyhook” refers to a type of electronic suspension that acts as though the bike’s rear end is
suspended by a hook which increases its stability on irregular surfaces. The concept has been around for
quite a while now. For instance, eight years ago, Ducati introduced the then-new Multistrada 1200 equipped
with a skyhook semi-active suspension.
For 2021, the list of skyhook-equipped motorcycles welcomes two new additions. Not only is the
new Multistrada V4 getting the latest generation of active suspension like its predecessor, but Kawasaki has
now boarded the skyhook train with the introduction of two .
For 2021, the Kawasaki Versys 1000 SE LT+ and the Z H2 SE both feature Kawasaki’s Electronic Control
Suspension (KECS) paired with Showa’s Skyhook Electronically Equipped Ride Adjustment (EERA).
Bosch Split-Screen Display
Like ACC, split-screen displays are already a widespread feature in the automotive industry but one we have
yet to see spread out to motorcycles. Bosch wants to change that with the introduction of its new appenabled split screen system that allows rider to visualize such usual information as speedometer, odometer,
and riding modes, in tandem with mySPIN app-related functionalities.
“Our clusters in combination with mySPIN offer a new riding experience with more safety and convenience for
motorcycle riders. For us, this is the next step in terms of connectivity for motorcycles”, wrote Bosch
President of the Two-Wheeler & Powersports unit, Geoff Liersch about the new system.
Ride Vision 360-Degree AI System
Adaptive cruise control isn’t the only technology motorcycle manufacturers are actively developing to make
riding safer. Systems such as blind-spot monitoring and forward-collision warning are also being considered
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to improve riders’ safety. We now have on the market the Multistrada V4 offered with radar-based blind-spot
monitoring technology. Other players such as Honda and Damon are also hard at work and actively
developing their own ensemble of safety features.
The only downside is that once the technology is out, it can’t be retrofitted to your older motorcycle. You
have to buy new and you have to buy from the specific brand to have access to it.
For the crew at Ride Vision, intelligent safety features should be more widely accessible which is why it’s
developing a 360-degree safety system that can be installed on any motorcycle or scooter. Ride Vision’s
system uses two cameras—one at the front and one at the back—that detect objects and vehicles located
around the motorcycle. The warnings are then displayed on two light clusters installed to the motorcycle’s
mirrors, allowing the rider to know what’s going on around them at a quick glance.
Airbag Riding Pants
If you’ve shopped for a motorcycle jacket in the past few years, chances are you already know about airbag
jackets. An increasing number of gear companies have introduced their version of the concept, from Dainese
and Alpinestars to Klim and Helite.
For French company CX Air Dynamics, the next motorcycle gear innovation should be the airbag pants. The
startup is currently crowdfunding the project in the hopes of reaching its goal before the end of 2020.
Its airbag pants concept features a more “classic” cable-triggered airbag system that uses a compressed air
cartridge to inflate the four airbags located on the side of the thighs and calves and integrated into the overpants. The garment also features a thin layer of Poron XRD foam for added protection.
Though the current setup feels a bit archaic, the company did confirm that it plans to eventually upgrade to
an electronic trigger system. In the meantime, the CX Air Dynamics airbag pants should be considered an
addition rather than a standalone piece of equipment.

How To Flat-Tow A Motorcycle Off The Trail
https://www.rideapart.com/features/458211/how-to-tow-motorcycle-off-trail/amp/
Dec 06, 2020 By: Justin Hughes

All you need is a tow strap and a friend with a bike.
Unfortunately, motorcycles are not 100 percent reliable. They can break down, lose oil, or
become otherwise unable to move under their own power. We've already covered how to get your
bike home on a truck or trailer, but what if you're riding a dual-sport and the breakdown occurs
far from the road? Somehow you need to get the stricken bike to where you can pick it up and
tow it home. Bret Tkacs shows us how it's done.
The key to this method is to ride with at least one buddy—preferably one who will not break
down. As a result, the trusty Kawasaki KLR 650 is the steed of choice. Really any bike that still
runs is an option, but Bret Tkacs takes the opportunity to joke about every KLR stereotype there
is, from its standard equipment milk crate to how slow it is compared to his KTM. He also gives
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the KLR full credit as being the bike least likely to break down on the trail, which is why it's
good to have one along on any off-road adventure.
There are basically two ways to strap two bikes together for maximum safety: high and low. In
both methods, attach the tow strap securely to the bike in front. On the bike being towed, wrap
the strap around solid body parts that aren't going to move, but do not tie it off. Instead, allow
the rider to control that connection, and to let it slip away at any time should conditions
warrant, like downhill or if they're about to lose control. You can always stop, re-strap, and try
again.
The Up Side
Like the Schwartz in Spaceballs, there's an upside and a downside. For a higher towing
arrangement, attach the tow strap to the rear rack or somewhere else secure on the bike in front
that's doing the work. Try to center the strap as much as possible. Run the strap back to the bike
being towed, under the triple tree, and up to the left handlebar grip, making sure not to crush
any wires or hoses in the process. This way the towing force will go through the triple tree, not
the handlebar, which would abruptly steer the bike.
Wrap the strap around the grip a couple of times, but do not cross it over itself, and do not tie it
off. This will allow the rider to control the tow and release it at any time just by loosening their
grip on the left handlebar.
The Down Side
Alternately, you can use the footpegs as your attachment points. Again, securely attach the tow
strap to the bike in front and wrap it a couple of times around the footpeg on the bike being
towed. This way the rider can release the strap by lifting their foot, just like releasing the
handlebar in the previous method.
The most important thing to remember when using this method is to never cross the straps. If
the lead bike is towing from the right footpeg, attach the strap to the left footpeg of the bike
being towed. Which side you use doesn't matter, as long as they are opposite. Then, during the
tow itself, the bikes need to maintain whatever offset they start with to keep the strap out of
wheels, chains, and such. This method is best for a wider doubletrack where each bike can stay
in its own groove of the trail.
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Reminder
The Knobbies have long supported the South Mountain Children and Family Services.
Besides the proceeds from our annual Ride the Blue Ridge Rally, you can also support them
through Amazon Smile. Your regular Amazon log in and account information is exactly the
same. But for every eligible purchase Amazon will make a contribution to the charity of your
choice.
We hope you’ll choose to support South Mountain Children and Family Services!

Your AmazonSmile Impact
Remember, only purchases at smile.amazon.com support charity
(not www.amazon.com or the mobile app).

Knobbies on Facebook
There is a group page on Facebook where Knobbies can post messages and photos.
To access it, create a Facebook account, log in and search for “NC Knobbies”.
All content on the group page is public and open for all members’ activity.
Please keep in mind that joining us on our Facebook page
does not constitute membership.
To become a Knobby, you must JOIN the club ($10 for a LIFETIME membership).
To remain a Knobby, all that is required is the submission of an annual renewal form,
simply so we have your most recent information (especially e-mail!).
Please note that having e-mail addresses for as many members as possible cuts down on
printing and mailing costs for your club!!
If you’d like to invite someone to join the Knobbies, the New Member and Member Renewal
form are on a single page document and can be found at the end of this newsletter as well
as at our website:
www.knobbies.org
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Thoughts for the days ahead:

NCKnobbies@gmail.com
Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter Newsletter—February, 2021
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Attention All Knobbies!
We are putting together a “Fast Alert” contact list for
situations that may arise which require notifying our
membership quickly of changes.
Some examples:
1. Our 2018 rally when hurricane weather forced last
minute changes and, ultimately, a cancellation of
the event.
2. Our 2019 business meeting which had to be rescheduled at the last minute due to icy and
dangerous road conditions.
The “Fast Alert” will be via text messaging. It will
require a cell phone that is text message enabled.
Notifications will continue to be posted to our Facebook
page.
If you would like to be on our “Fast Alert” contact
list, please complete the below information and return
it to:
as soon as possible. Please complete one form for each
member and/or associate member.
Member/Associate Name:________________________
City & State of residence:____________________
Cell Phone number:____________________________
Cell Phone carrier:___________________________
(i.e.:

Verizon, AT&T, etc.)

Additional forms may be found at:
(http://www.knobbies.org/Site/Home_files/Fast%20Alert%20Enrollment%20Form.pdf)
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