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Knobbies – Who Are We?
The Knobbies are a group of touring motorcycle enthusiasts with about 200
international members. We meet every Sunday, rain or shine, for a day
ride to an unknown destination for lunch, then ride a different route home.
Most rides consist of about 200 to 300 miles and are usually confined to back
roads. Some of the popular destinations include state parks, Blue Ridge Parkway and various locations in
Virginia, Tennessee and South Carolina. Started and based as a BMW motorcycle organization, the
Knobbies are supported by the BMW Riders Association and the BMW Motorcycle Organization of
America.
You do not have to ride a BMW to be a member of the Knobbies.
We accept riders of all types of motorcycles, including Slingshots, CanAms & Vanderhalls,
but we prefer responsible riders who enjoy the touring aspect of motorcycling.

Sunday Rides
The Knobbies meet around 8:00 AM at Timberwoods Restaurant (I-40 Exit 106, Morganton, NC) for
breakfast and a day ride. Group leaves between 9 – 9:30 AM. Even if you can’t ride, join us for breakfast
and fellowship! First Sunday of every month is “Picnic Sunday.”
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From the President
Hello, Knobbies! For those I haven’t seen, I want to wish you and yours a very happy New Year! Wow, it’s
2020! Somewhere in my memory I hear Barbara Walters saying “Welcome to 20/20”.
I hope 2019 was good to you and was an even better riding year. It was one of my personal best. I was able to
attend both the MOA rally in Lebonon, TN and the RA rally in Woodstock, VA. Both were great, very interesting
and I had a lot of fun.
I also did a 10-day dirt ride called the MidAtlantic Backcountry Discovery Route (MABDR). My cuz, Mike, and I
left NC on dual sports, headed to Damascus, VA, where the route officially starts.
The MABDR is a “scenic ride for dual-sport and adventure motorcycles that uses dirt, gravel and paved roads
to wind through remote parts of Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. Starting in Damascus VA,
and ending in Lawrenceville, on the NY/ PA state line, this 1,080-mile route primarily uses forest roads and
rural country lanes, to lead riders through the Appalachian mountains, majestic forests, bucolic farming
landscapes, Amish country, and locations that played pivotal roles in early American history”.
It took us two attempts, as equipment failure caused us to return south on our first venture but we still got in
840 miles in two and a half days of hard riding. Second time was the charm as we had no issues and seven
days of glorious weather. Just an awesome ride.
As a club, we did a Veterans’ Day ride and visited with our honorary VP, P.O. Wilson.
I was proud of our club for providing escort duties for our fallen Knobbies. I can’t express the appreciation
shared by their families. It meant a lot to them!
Mother nature smiled on us for the rally last year and I thought it went great. Both the campout and Christmas
Party were well attended and a good time was had by all.
These coupled with all our outstanding club rides made for a really great 2019 riding year.
2020 looks like it’s going to be very exciting as well and, with any luck, I am hoping for an even bigger rally
attendance this year.
At our January business meeting we voted to try a new location for this year’s Campout: Breaks Interstate
Park. Sounds exciting and there is more info included in this newsletter.
Also, it’s totally awesome that we have welcomed new members, as they always add to this already dynamic
group.
So, wherever your ventures and travels take you in 2020, I wish you all the best, much excitement and, most of
all, safe travels.
~Barry

Geno’s Corner
Wildfires & Such
Hey ya’ll, Welcome to the Roaring twenties!!
It’s roaring in more ways than one. Like Paul Thorns song, “What the Hell is Goin’ On”, makes me literally
wonder the same.
First, since all of you know, it’s been close to a year since I took a great motorcycle tour of New Zealand and
then over to Australia. As you can guess I have been glued to the news about these huge Australian fires. I’ve
gone to my maps just to see what towns I had been through that are now basically charred remnants. Total
devastation in one town after another. I think what is unreal is how huge these fires are and how long they
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have been going on. Remember it was last March when I was there and we were unable to go to a second
camping area due to fires closing the roads. I have pictures with smoke in the background that looks like heavy
fog. Now, these fires are so large that if you place the Australian map over the US, basically from Eastern
Virginia all the way down the coast of Florida has been or is on fire. Wildlife of course have taken the brunt of
all this. That doesn’t include any of the Northeast or the Western part of Australia.
My friend there and his daughter are on the front lines fighting these horrendous fires, so I just had to make a
comment and wish them both the best.
My friend there also ordered a Sargent Seat and has not been happy with it. I emailed him back and from my
experience and what I know about these seats, it takes a good 500 miles of seat time just to break them in.
Anyone else have any experience with these seats? I had thought about ordering a lowered Sargent seat for
my GS, but after searching the internet, I didn’t find a lowered version. Then at breakfast, talking with Gary
Lackey about seats he mentioned a newer company called Seat Concepts. Nothing but good reviews so I
ordered a lowered version and it’s on the way. I’m really excited about that as it’s 1 3/4 inches lower. That
should get me off tippy toes to flat feet on the ground…I hope! As a matter of fact I’ve nicknamed my GS…El
Droppo! Self explanatory, I would hope.
Now about motorcycling! What about this explosion of Adventure type bikes. I bet it was just 10-15 years back,
maybe even 5, you had to really look to find bikes of this type. Now, even Harley Davidson is in on the game. If
I remember correctly Honda has a new 500 CC Adv bike on the market, in addition to their African Adv bike.
Triumph has five 900 CC models coming out, Yamaha has their 800 and 1200 CC’s and of course BMW has at
least 4 models from 310CC up to their big ol 1250GS. Unreal how many manufacturers are on the band
wagon. There are even more, like Ducati and Moto Guzzi.
I think that’s one reason our rally has been a success. Thanks to our GS riders, they take our guests on dirt
roads up through our mountains. I’ve never seen one person come back without a grin on their face. Then,
those that don’t want to hit the dirt or cross water have all kinds of rides, again thanks to our members. To be
honest I was hoping that our rally would be bigger. I have to remember that Gary Leonhardt the retired
Morganton director once said, “It takes at least five years for any rally to be known.” That seems to be very
true. Our big problem has been the weather…as in Hurricanes. Hopefully this year we can be Hurricane free.
Also I moved our Rally up a week to September 25 -27. The Pavilion is registered to us starting Thursday
September 24th for early arrivals and to allow us to set up. I moved our rally as the BMWRA is holding their
national rally in Waynesville, NC the very same week I had scheduled our Rally. Sooo, I hope we can advertise
and get a bunch coming in from the RA rally. By the way, the RA group is about as different as day is to night
to the MOA, and much smaller.
I have to make another comment here. While checking the books for rentals of the Pavilion to see if we would
be able to move the rally up or back one week, I was explaining to the director why I wanted to move the rally. I
explained there are two different BMW clubs and both have had rallies in Morganton. I told him that the MOA is
much larger and that rallies on the east coast draw 8,000 plus attendees. Immediately: “How do we get that
Rally here?” I had to respond that first, our Club has sponsored five national rallies and if I even mentioned
another National Rally? I would be excommunicated from our club and maybe burned at the stake! Or at least
have my GS dragged down main street! (Just kidding) Or, does anybody want to give it another try. I think not,
if I’m correct. It’s a heap of work.
On a great note, our club contributed $3,200 to the South Mountain Children & Family Services Advocacy
Center and am I proud of that or what! Thanks to all who have made this possible. Hopefully we can do even
better this year, barring another Hurricane.
So, in closing, I want to wish everyone in our club a great year, and have a great Roaring Twenties!!
RIDE SAFE!!
Geno
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Perceptions and Observations from P.O.
I thought I’d tell you about my LEAST favorite ride!
Gary Lacky was leading our group with Dave Kiziah and several others. I was on my Yamaha RoadStar and was next to
last in the group. Behind me was a new guy riding a K1200LT – his first and last ride with us.
We were going from Old Fort to Bat Cave across Gateway Mountain Road. I was having a problem keeping up with Gary
so I was back a little ways. We were going around a curve to the right. Since the main body of the group was ahead of
me a good bit, a car coming in the opposite side must have thought he had passed all the bikes and crossed into the
middle of the road.
So, I left the pavement on the right side, which was a couple inches above the shoulder. When I got back on the road,
the bike shot across the road to the left side into the all the leaves and debris into the trees.
The bike was stuck between 2 trees, with me still on it! The bank went straight down. The gentleman from the K bike
helped me up to the road. The group came back and figured out we needed a wrecker.
Gary and Dave took my saddle bags off the bike for me. They put a strap through the triple tree & through the front
spokes of the bike and the wrecker was able to pull it up.
We never made it to Bat Cave. We ended up back in Old Fort and had lunch. My bike was ride-able so I was able to ride
home with them. That was one tough bike! Thank God for Gary and Dave and the rest of our group.
P.O.

Keeping up with our Lifetime Honorary VEEP!
Anyone wanting to visit or keep in touch with our
Lifetime Honorary Vice President, P. O. Wilson,
can find him at:
North Carolina Veterans’ Home
62 Lake Eden Road
Black Mountain, NC
Room B-112

Did you miss it??
The Annual Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter Business Meeting
2020 Knobby Business Meeting
1/12/2020 at Timberwoods Restaurant
Minutes by Virginia C. Lackey
Breakfast - 08:00 Members present: 31
Meeting called to order by Barry at 09:00.
Drew Sams gave prayer for the group.
Bobbi Smith 50/50 tickets.
Treasury report by Sharon Wilson.
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2019 Minutes - Virginia C. Lackey
Old business closed.
New Business:
Bobbi spoke about camp out for next year. New site considered.
1. (Grand Canyon of the East) Break Interstate Park. Near Grundy, VA.
2. Fancy Gap Park - Gary Clark
3. TWO (Two Wheels of Suchess) - Gary Lackey
Discussed taking a day ride for lunch to check out Break.
Motion carried to move camp out for 2020 to the Break.
Dates for camp out. May 29 - 31.
Christmas party is scheduled at Elk’s Club and 1st Sunday in December. 12/06/2020.
Discussed Rally trips for 2020.
Recognized Gene Smith for 10 year rally in Morganton.
Thanked Gary Clark for getting ice cream.
Marla helped with donations of over $1000 to the rally.
Marla McRary discussed collecting items for the rally and meeting the business people that contributed.
Discussion of adding FB members.
Discussion of mentioning past FB members.
New business closed.
MILEAGE:
Presentation by Danny Wilson.
30 people turned in mileage. Club 255, 171 miles.
High mileage male: Gary Clark
High mileage female: Lynn Haile
2 UP award: Tim & Susan Hudspeth
Barry presented plaque to Seth Purdy for being our past President.
2019 Knobbiest Knobby: Gary Clark
Barry presented check for $3,200 to Chris J. For South Mountain Children & Family Services Advocacy Center
50/50 ticket won by Danny Wilson.
Meeting adjourned.
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From Gene Smith, Rally Master Extraordinaire!
The Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter holds an
annual rally at Morganton’s Catawba Meadows Park
each September, with proceeds donated to the
South Children and Family Services Child Advocacy
Center.
This year at our business meeting we were able to
donate $3,200 to this great organization.
Thank you to all our “Knobbies”!

Have you done the Knobbie Four Corners Challenge?
All the information may be found on our website:
http://www.knobbies.org/Site/Four_Corners.html

Important info!
Mother Nature cannot be denied! And she’s certainly thrown some “interesting” weather our way. To help us
keep you abreast of urgent changes to scheduled Knobbie events (such as Hurricane Florence cancelling our
2018 rally and the ice storm that necessitated the last minute change to our 2018 scheduled business
meeting), we have put into place a “FAST ALERT SYSTEM”. This would ONLY be used in the event of a last
minute change to any scheduled Knobbie event that may put our members on the road in potentially
hazardous conditions.
Participation is strictly voluntary.
To participate, please complete the form you will find at the end of this newsletter or on our website
(http://www.knobbies.org/Site/Home_files/Fast%20Alert%20Enrollment%20Form.pdf) and return to Marla at
NCKnobbies@gmail.com or mail to Knobbie Fast Alert, 2156 Williams Wood Dr, Morganton, NC 28655.
Please note that the system will utilize TEXT MESSAGING to your cell phone. Please be sure that we have your
correct cell phone number AND YOUR CELL PHONE CARRIER (i.e.: Verizon, AT&T, etc.).
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Upcoming Events

BMW MOA Getaway Orange Beach
February 14-16, 2020
Orange Beach, Alabama
https://www.bmwmoa.org/event/orangebeach2020

Slingshots in the Smokies 2020
May 26th-31st, 2020
Festival Grounds in Maggie Valley, NC
https://slingshotroadsters.com/product/slingshots-in-the-smokies-2020/

May 14 - 17, 2020
Sandy Springs, SC
Website: http://www.upstatecarolinaspyderrally.com/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/carolinasypderrally2020/
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The Knob Mountain 2020 Camp Out
May 29th – May 30th, 2020

627 Commission Circle
Breaks, VA 24607
Reservations for camping, cabins, hotel rooms and cottages can be made by calling our front
office at
(276) 865-4413 ext. 3201.
There is a 10% discount available for Veterans, AAA members, Senior Citizens and First
Responders for reservations made by calling the above number. NO discount is available for
reservations made through the website or the toll-free number.
https://www.breakspark.com/

2020 IBMC International

6/17/2020 - 6/19/2020
Phippsburg, ME
http://www.ibmc.org/

June 30- July 4, 2020
SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI
https://www.wing-ding.org/
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BMW Motorcycle Owners of America
640 S. Main Street #201
Greenville, SC 29601
(bmwmoa.org)

July 17 – July 19, 2020
BIG LYNN LODGE
Little Switzerland, NC
http://www.ridemsta.com/Events/EventDetail.php
?9

80th Rally, Aug. 7th-16th, 2020
Sturgis, SD
https://sturgismotorcyclerally.com/
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https://bmwra.org/national-rally-info/

11th Annual Knob Mountain Ride the Blue Ridge with the Knobbies
September 25 – 27, 2020
Catawba Meadows Park
http://www.knobbies.org/Site/Rally.html

Sunday, December 6th, 2020
Additional information coming!
It’s not too early to be thinking about our Dirty Santa Gift Exchanage!!
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Item of interest
How To Know When To Replace Your Motorcycle Chain
By: Kate Murphy
Keep an eye on it!
Most motorcycles on the road have a chain final drive system. The chain is driven by the front (countershaft) sprocket,
and it drives the rear wheel sprocket. This entire system—chain and sprockets—is a wear item and will need to be
serviced over the life of your bike. The design and power of the motorcycle, the regular maintenance performed on the
chain, and the initial quality of the parts all determine how long that chain lasts. What kind of maintenance does a chain
need, and when should you do it? Let’s dive in.
Clean And Lube The Chain
Cleaning and lubricating your chain are arguably the most important steps. If nothing else, getting up close and personal
with your chain and sprockets on a regular basis (about every other gas tank) will keep you informed about the state of
the system. If your chain and the teeth on your sprockets look good the last time you lubricated your chain, there’s no
need to worry. A good chain lube will keep away corrosion, and corrosion can shorten the life of your chain.
Can You Pull The Chain Away From The Sprocket?
Try to pull the chain away at the very end of its travel where it wraps around the rear sprocket. If you can pull any of the
links away from the sprocket enough to see daylight between the two, that’s a clue that your final drive system is going
to need to be replaced soon. If you have a center stand, roll the wheel around and check the chain at several different
spots. There will inevitably be places you can pull the chain away and places you can’t. That’s normal; some of the
o-rings inside the chain have begun to break down.
The Chain Shouldn't Be Kinky
As you roll the rear wheel, look at the chain where it comes off the front sprocket. If your chain is about done, it will stay
kinked up, or out of line, instead of smoothing out immediately. All of the links should move freely through their entire
travel. That’s another mark in the “replace” column.
Check Slack
Whenever you lube your chain, it will only take another few seconds to check your chain slack. When you buy a new
motorcycle, check the owner’s manual to find out what method to use on that bike’s chain. Sometimes you should check
the chain tension with the bike on the kickstand, sometimes on the center stand, and sometimes with a rider on it. The
manufacturer will dictate that. Once you know the method, check the slack by comparing the sag of the chain to the top
of its travel, when you push it up as far as it will go. Don’t put any muscle into it, just lift the chain and measure from a
fixed point. If the chain is way out of spec according to the manufacturer’s numbers listed in your manual, you’ll want to
adjust it, but not before checking in several places.
Swingarm Hashmarks
Keeping your chain at the correct tightness will help it live its best life. It’s always better to have a too-loose chain than a
too-tight one, since too much tension on the chain can put wear on the countershaft sprocket, which in turn can damage
the countershaft sprocket seal. If that seal fails, all your engine oil will end up on the road. I’ll let you imagine the
consequences from there. Each bike will be a little different, so consult your owner’s manual for the procedure on
adjusting chain slack. Keep in mind that the hashmarks on your swingarm aren’t always reliable when it comes to
making sure your rear wheel is aligned perfectly straight; an off-kilter rear wheel will help your chain and sprockets die
an early and untimely death.
Is The Chain Straight?
If your bike’s chain needed adjusting, there are loads of methods to be sure your rear wheel is aligned properly with the
rest of the bike. This MotionPro tool is simple, cheap and effective. There’s a method involving a bit of twine that’s even
cheaper; the Internet is your friend here. Getting the chain slack and wheel alignment all correct at the same time might
be a bit of a struggle but it’s worth it.
From: RideApart: https://www.rideapart.com/articles/390443/know-when-replace-motorcycle-chain/

11

Attention: Current and Prospective Knobbies!
Current Knobbies:
Please be sure the club has the e-mail address you would like us to use
for you to receive this newsletter!
Although there is NO COST beyond the initial $10 membership fee, in order to remain a member in good
standing, you are required to submit an updated Renewal Membership Form each year. The renewal form
is at the BOTTOM of the new member form.

This is one of the primary purposes of asking everyone to complete a renewal form
each year at our annual Christmas Party.
If your information changes after the Christmas Party, please complete a new form and return it so that
you will continue to receive the newsletter.
The form may be found on our website or a copy of the form follows here. You can copy the form to your
computer, fill it out and e-mail it, snail mail it or hand it to any club officer at a Sunday breakfast or any
other club function.
We ask that renewal forms be received by the end of the current year.

Prospective Knobbies:
The form to join the Knobbies is the same as the renewal form (top portion of the form). Just fill it out and
return it with your one-time, lifetime membership fee of $10 (if you’d like an official Knobbies name
badge, it is an additional $10).

As long as you renew annually, you are a lifetime Knobbie!
For your convenience, a New Membership / Renewal form may be found at the end of this newsletter.

Reminder
The Knobbies have long supported the South Mountain Children and Family Services. Besides
the proceeds from our annual Ride the Blue Ridge Rally, you can also support them through
Amazon Smile. Your regular Amazon log in and account information is exactly the same. But for
every eligible purchase Amazon will make a contribution to the charity of your choice.
We hope you’ll choose to support South Mountain Children and Family Services!

Your AmazonSmile Impact
Remember, only purchases at smile.amazon.com support charity
(not www.amazon.com or the mobile app).

Your charity:
Southmountain Children & Family Services
has received $239.99 as of November 2019
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Knobbies on Facebook
There is a group page on Facebook where Knobbies can post messages and photos. To access it,
create a Facebook account, log in and search for “NC Knobbies”. All content on the group page is
public and open for all members’ activity.
Please keep in mind that joining us on our Facebook page does not constitute membership.

Thought for the day:
Catchin' a June bug (or yellowjacket in your goggles or honeybee down your shirt)
@ 70 mph can double your vocabulary.

Remember:
You start the game with a full pot o’ luck and an empty pot o’ experience.
The object is to fill the pot of experience before you empty the pot of luck.

NCKnobbies@gmail.com
Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter Newsletter—February, 2020
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Attention All Knobbies!
We are putting together a “Fast Alert” contact list for
situations that may arise which require notifying our
membership quickly of changes.
Some examples:
1. Our 2018 rally when hurricane weather forced last
minute changes and, ultimately, a cancellation of
the event.
2. Our 2019 business meeting which had to be rescheduled at the last minute due to icy and
dangerous road conditions.
The “Fast Alert” will be via text messaging. It will
require a cell phone that is text message enabled.
Notifications will continue to be posted to our Facebook
page.
If you would like to be on our “Fast Alert” contact
list, please complete the below information and return
it to:
as soon as possible. Please complete one form for each
member and/or associate member.
Member/Associate Name:________________________
City & State of residence:____________________
Cell Phone number:____________________________
Cell Phone carrier:___________________________
(i.e.:

Verizon, AT&T, etc.)

Additional forms may be found at:
(http://www.knobbies.org/Site/Home_files/Fast%20Alert%20Enrollment%20Form.pdf)
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KNOB MOUNTAIN MOTORCYCLE CHAPTER: NEW MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL FORM
CHECK ONE: _______New Application

_______Renewal

Date_

_ /

/2020____

A one-time fee of $10.00 is required for each NEW member. You are allowed to join, by name, but you are not
really a member until you participate with the Knob Mtn Motorcycle Chapter. This fee includes the cost of the
club newsletter. A name badge is $10.00 extra. You are a LIFETIME MEMBER as long as you renew annually.
Please PRINT clearly.
New Member form

New Member

Name_________________________________________ Email___________________________
Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________ State__________ Zip_____________________
Home Phone_____________________________ Mobile Phone____________________________

Name of Knobbie Sponsoring you __________________________________________________
New Associate Member Name______________________ Phone_____________________ Email___________________
Print name(s) you want on badge(s)___________________________________________________________________
Amount Enclosed $______________

(NOTE: $10 for self, $10 for associate, $10 per badge)

Waiver of Liability – All members and guests of Knob Mountain NC Motorcycle Chapter shall acknowledge by signature on either this Membership
Application/Renewal Form or appropriate form that they and/or their families will participate in all club sponsored activities at their own risk. Minors
may participate with the express written consent of a parent or legal guardian. All participants in a KMMC activity agree to release and hold harmless
KMMC and its officers and members for any accident or injury sustained during travel or other participation in any KMMC sponsored activity.
Signature(s) _______________________________________________ Date______/______/2019_________
New & Renewing Members:

PLEASE SIGN →

Signature(s) ________________________________________________ Date______/______/2019________

*************************************************************** **
All members MUST renew membership yearly (no renewal fee) to remain an active member and to receive the newsletter.

Renewal for self

Name_______________________________________ Email_____________________________

Member Renewal form

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________ State__________ Zip_____________________
Home________________________________ Cell Phone__________________________________

Renewal for Associate Member Name____________________ Phone___________________ Email_________________

↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓↓
Optional – but appreciated! Helps the club to maintain our status with these organizations
Membership in all other Motorcycle Clubs/Organizations:
Member’s Name__________________________
Associate’s Name____________________________
___AMA Member #___________________________
___BMWMOA Member #_____________________
___BMWRA Member #_______________________
___Other Member #___________________________

___AMA Member #______________________________
___BMWMOA Member #__________________________
___BMWRA Member #_______________________ ___
___Other Member #______________________________

Miles ridden: Solo – Him:_________________ Her:_______________ 2-up:_____________________
Return this form to:

Knob Mountain Motorcycle Chapter
456 Massey Deal Rd, Statesville, NC 28635

Or you can find this form at
www.knobbies.org
and e-mail it to: vclackey@gmail.com
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